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PREFACE 



"Hermann and Dorothea" belongs, as it seems to me, 
to a somewhat later stage of German study tban it is 
often assigned to in school and College courses. In 
preparing this edition I have assumed on the part of 
the Student not onlj a good knowledge of German 
grammar, but also a somewhat developed iiterarj intel- 
ligence. Such an intelligence, I am persuaded, can be 
best emplojed, after the text is understood, in studying 
the genesis of the poem ; the aim beiDg to enter, so far 
as maj be, into the planning mind of the poet, in order 
to think his thoughts over after him. This is better 
for joung and old than any sesthetic theorizing — at 
least such is the opinion which underlies my Intro- 
duction. 

I have, of course, profited by the labors of preceding 
editors and commentators, the editions of Düntzer, 
Wagner and Hart, in particular, having been frequenÜy 
consulted in the final revision of my Notes. All specific 
indebtedness I have meant to acknowledge where it 
occurs. 

CALVIN THOMAS. 

Jijxs Abbob, Mich., January, 1891, 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The poem of " Hermann and Dorothea," begun by 
Goethe in the autumn of 1796 and completed in June 
of the following year, ranks not indeed among the 
most powerfnl, but certainly among the most charm- 
ing, of the poet's greater works. In substance it is a 
simple love-tale with a happy ending. Its events 
occupy but a half-a-day, and are of the homeliest 
description, save as they are somewhat transfigured 
by being brought into connection with the French 
Bevolution. The scene is the " little world " of a small 
provincial town^ with the roar of the " great world " 
heard in the distance. The language is the language 
of every-day refined conversation, much conventional- 
ized by literary traditions and the constraints of the 
meter. The meter is the stately classical hexa- 
meter. 

The poem, being of such character, can be enjoyed — 
/and that is primarily what poems are for — with but 
little help in the way of introduction and commentary. 
It does not call for much reading between the lines. 
It was not "written in the heart's blood" at all, but 
was the product of a free and joyous artistic effort, 
whioh is evenly and perfectly sustained throughout. 
It was for this reason, no doubt, that among all his 
works "Hermann and Dorothea" was the only one 
which Goethe could read with unalloyed pleasure in 

m 
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liis later jears."*") It recalled to him no painful zuem^ 
ories of struggle and feri^ent, no outgrown phases of 
thought and feelhig. It was a serene work of art, 
having in it but little of the nature of a '' conf ession/' 
and as such it delighted the aged lover of serenity. 
We, in our time and place, may not share the poet's 
exclusive fondness, but we can at any rate find in his 
poem much to admire and much to enjoy. 

And much to think about, too. For, it should be 
said that " Hermann and Dorothea " is not so " easy," 
as is of ten supposed. It calls f or study, and will reward 
study. It contains Goethe's serious thought on grave 
questions, and is, after all, pretty intimately related 
to his personal opinions on at least one important 
subject — that of the Revolution. It represents, also, 
a new poetic type, which can be comprehended only 
after some attention to its genesis and antecedents. 

The quarry-stone from which our poem was carved 
was fumished by a true story, or one purporting to be 
true, of an occurrence connected with the expulsion 
of the Lutherans from Salzburg in 1731-32. f) After 
the Peace of Westphalia, which concluded the Thirty 
Years' War in 1648, the Protestants of Austria enjoyed 
f or some three-quarters of a Century comparative free- 
dom of worship. But when, in 1727, Count Firmian 
became Archbishop of Salzburg, he at once set about 
extirpating the Lutheran heresy from his dominions. 
In Gonsequence of his fanatical zeal many thousands 
of his Protestant subjects were driven from their 
country to find new homes elsewhere — the most of 

*) Eckermaim's "Grespräche mit Goethe," I., 135. 
"I-) A vivid acconnt of the Salzburg emigration will be found in 
Garlyle's Frederick the Great^ Book ix., Chap. 3. 
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them in lands offered them by Friedrich Wilhelm L 
of Prussia. In different bands and by different rontes 
the emigrants wandered north ward, abundantly helped 
and cheered on their way by Protestant sympathizers. 
The affair naturally made a great stir in its day, and 
chronicles relating to it began to appear as early as 
1732. Among these was a pamphlet entitled ''Das 
liebthätige Gera gegen die Salzburgischen Emi- 
granten," in which occurs the following story: 

"In Alt-Mühl, a town in the Oettingen district, there 
was a very excellent and well-to-do burgher, who had 
a son that he had often urged to marry, but had not 
been able to persuade thereto. Now, as the Salzburg 
emigrants were passing through this town, there is 
found among them a person that pleases this man, 
wherefore he forms in his heart the resolution to 
marry her, if it be possible. So he inquired of the 
other Salzburgers concerning this girl's conduct and 
family, and gets for an answer that she was of good, 
honest people, and had always behaved herseif well, 
but had parted from her parents for religion's sake 
and left them behind. Hereupon this young man 
goes to his father and informs him, since he had often 
urged him to marry, that he had now picked out a 
person, if now his father would allow him to take her. 
When now the father desires to know who she is, he 
says to him that it is a Salzburg girl that pleases him, 
and if he cannot have her he will never marry. The 
father is frightened at this, and tries to dissuade him ; 
he also has some of his friends and a preacher called 
in, in order with their help peradventure to change 
the course of the son's thoughts, but all in vain. 
Accordingly the preacher at last expresses the opinion 
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that God may have a peculiar providence in this, so 
that it may turn out for the good both of the son and 
the emigrant girl ; whereat they at last give their 
consent and leave matters at the son's pleasure. The 
latter goes at once to his Salzburg girl and asks her 
how she likes the country. She answers : * Sir, very 
welL' He continues : ' Would she perchance take 
Service at his father's? ' She says : * Very gladly ; if he 
will take her, she is minded to serve him faithfully 
and diligently' ; teils over to him thereupon all her 
accomplishments — how she can feed the cattle, milk 
the cow, tili the ground, make hay, and do other such 
things. Whereat the son takes her with him and pre- 
sents her to his father. The latter asks the girl 
whether she likes his son and is willing to marry him. 
But she, in her ignorance, thinks they are making fun 
vi her, and answers : ' Indeed, now, they should not 
tease her ; his son had sought her for a servant, and, 
if he wanted her, she was minded to serve him faith- 
fully and to earn well her bread.' But when the 
father insists, and the son also shows his earnest 
desire for her, she declares herseif : * If , then, they 
were in earnest, she was also quite content and would 
keep him as the apple of her eye/ " * 

When and where Goethe first read this story cannot 
be stated with certainty. It is at least possible that 
he was familiär with it in some form from childhood. 
He may have read it in the pamphlet from which we 
have quoted, or from an "Ausführliche Historie derer 
Emigranten," etc., which appeared at Leipzig in 
1732, or in Göcking's "Vollkommene Emigrationsge- 
schichte," of the year 1734. Possible it is, too, that 
he never saw the narrative at all in his earlier years. 
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The matter is of little zuoment and is one to which 
Goethe himself paid no attention after it had become, 
in 1809, a subject of public discussion. It was his 
way at all times to look coolly on all attempts to get 
at the " f acts " underlying his poetic fictions. 

According to Bottiger, however, who had oppor- 
tnnities for knowing, and whose authority is very 
widely accepted, Goethe first came across the story in 
1793 or 1794. At first he seems to have thought of 
treating it dramatically, making out of it a '' dramatic 
idyl " or " Singspiel " in the manner of his " Jery und 
Bätely." On further reflection he decided to convert 
it into a series of connected idyls in the style of 
Voss's "Luise." Of this poem, though it did not 
appear in its finally revised form until 1795, the three 
component idyls had long since been printed separ- 
ately and were much admired by Goethe. He was 
fond of reading them aloud and knew'much of them 
by heart. We must linger a moment over this now 
all but forgotten production. 

J. H. Voss, born in 1761, was the son of a poor 
schoolmaster and spent the bulk of his own mature 
manhood in the pursuit of the same calling. He early 
showed a talent for verse-making, was in his youth 
the most zealous member of the Göttingen "Sylvan 
League," and later a respected man of letters. His 
gifts, however, were of no very high order, and he led 
for the most part a rather narrow life. Leaving out 
of account his classical translations of Homer, he is 
best known for his idyls — hexameter poems in which 
he portrays scenes, characters and incidents from the 
humble life that he was especially familiär with. The 
best of these is "Luise," a poem of some three 



thousand versus. The first of the three idyls com- 
posing it describes a picnic in the woods given by the 
worthy pastor of Grünau in honor of his daughter 
Luise's eighteenth birthdaj. In the second we have 
a Visit to Luise*s house by her betrothed lover ; in the 
third her wedding. 

Compared with earlier German idyls the " Luise " 
of Voss seems very lifelike. He does away with the 
conventional shepherds and shepherdesses of the 
older pastorals and depicts real men and women such 
as he knew. His scenery is copied from nature by a 
lover of nature. Withal, however, his descriptions of 
common things are so suffused with homely idealism 
and honest tenderness of sentiment, that they are 
lifted quite above the plane of common-place into the 
region of genuine poetry. Parts of the " Luise " are 
delightful reading even now, and so we are at no loss 
to understand Goethe's enthusiasm for it when it 
was new. 

But on the other hand we can also understand why 
the poem as a whole has so far fallen into neglect. 
In the first place there is the incompatibility of the 
matter and the form. The hexameter is indelibly 
associated in the modern mind with the great epics of 
antiquity. Homer and Vergil have taught us to con- 
nect this measure with stirring events and deeds of 
high emprise. When, therefore, the meter and the 
" grand manner " of Homer are used to describe the 
trivialities of daily life, an incongruity is feit; the 
effect, at the best, is humorous rather than purely 
poetical; at the worst, it easily becomes ridiculous. 
This, then, is the first weakness of the ''Luise/' that 
its pompous Homeric form is wedded to a matter 
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which is ofteü trivial in itself without being con- 
nected, as are the trivialities of Homer, with a large 
argument able to save it from appearing inane. In 
the second place tbe poem exemplüies the yice 
against which Lessing directed his "Laocoon" — the 
vice of excessive description. It has no movement, no 
plot, bnt describes situations in minute detail for the 
sake, simply, of the picture they present. The resnlt 
is, as Lessing shows that it always must be, largely a 
failure to reach the very end songht — the total effect 
of the word-picture is far from vivid. 

When, therefore, Goethe had fixed upon the Salz- 
burg story as a good subject for a poem in hexa- 
meters, his poetic instinct soon told him where he 
could foUow, and where he must deviate from, the 
track of his predecessor. He could f oUow him in the 
portrayal of scenes from the actual lif e of every-day 
people. From this well-spring of poetry he had often 
drawn in his earlier days, in " Götz von Berlichingen," 
and in many of the older scenes of ''Egmont" and 
''Faust." And if in recent years his sympathies had 
become somewhat alienated from this kind of subjects 
in favor of exotic themes like ''Iphigenie" and 
''Tasso," or the rigid classicism of the ''Boman 
Elegies," he had now retumed in mind as well as in 
body from his Italian pilgrimage and was ready to try 
once more the music of the old chords. The reaction 
had set in some time before. On April 3d, 1790, we 
find him writing to Herder: "My 'Elegies' are, I 
suppose, ended, and there is, so to speak, no further 
trace of this vein in me." From this time on vari- 
ous causes, notably the course of public affairs and 
his own connection with them, and, from 1794, his 
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friendship for Schiller, had combined to abate still 
further the exclusive ardor of bis classical predilec- 
tions, to draw bim into closer sympatby witb bis owii 
people, and tbus to lead bim back to tbe old springst 

But wbile, in cboosing sucb a tbeme, be could be 
sure of bimself and sure of bis public, it was not ibr 
bim simply to paint situations. He would give to. bis 
poem movement and plot, and tbus make it not after 
all an idyl, or a series of idyls, but a "civic epos." 
His word-painting sboüld be auxiliary to a Single per- 
vading action witb begiiining, middle and end. And 
as to tbe meter, since bis work was to be a G^rman 
poem, rooted in German life and meant to speak to 
tbe German beart, be would bave bis rbytbm as little 
exotic as possible. He would discard tbe stnct rules 
on wbicb Voss insisted, be tbe master ratber tban tbe 
slave of bis longs and sborts, and so make a sort of 
German bexameter for bis German poem, Finally, 
be would give to bis bomely love-story sometbing of 
larger import and of real epic dignity by taking it out 
of its actual bistorical setting and connecting it witb 
tbe great and stirring events of bis own time. 

But if be was to portray tbe Revolution, be could 
only portray it as be saw it, and bis attitude was not 
tbat of a friend. Goetbe was no democrat. Tbe 
youtb wbo wrote " Götz " bad in biiii, it would seem, 
tbe germ of a revolutionist, but this germ was soon 
bligbted by tbe subsequent course of outward events 
'and inner development. He was a lover of tbe people, 
and, as bis ten years of bard administrative work at 
Weimar snow, was capable of intense devotion to a 
people's weif are. But, bimself tbe servant of a prince, 
and from boybood an admirer of tbe great Friedrieb, 
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his ideal of govemment was the " benevolent despot- 
ism." That it coiüd be of great importance to a 
people to create, instead of simply receiving, the 
blessings of good goYernment, was no part of bis 
political creed, thougb in other matters he never tired 
of preaching the gospel of self-help. Then, too, the 
whole course of bis inner development at Weimar had 
been such as to render him inimical to the very idea 
* of revolution. He had learned to attach supreme 
importance to self-control, and to love in all things 
the gradual "bit-by-bit" method, which he held to be 
the method of nature. The idea of violence, swift 
upheaval, tumult, had become repulsive to him. Thus 
we find him receiving even the humane and reason- 
able " ideas of '89 " in a rather cool and critical spirit. 
At the very time when liberal-minded Europe was 
beginning to kindle over the new gospel of "liberty, 
fraternity, equality," he was penning the words '■ 

3)cr Tttn\(f) ifl nid^t geboren frei ^u fein. 
and 

e« ifl !cin fd^oncrer SlnbUd in ber SBelt 
Sit« einen gürften fe^n, ber fing regieret.*) 

And if the Revolution in its earlier idealistic stage 
failed to rouse his enthusiasm, we need not wonder 
that its later excesses seemed to him little eise than a 
nightmare of horrors, a senseless surging to and fro 
of disordered passions, from which no good could 
come. Whatever there was grand and impressive in 
the phenomenon was soon overshadowed in his mind 
by its frenzied brutality. That this frenzy itself was 
a part of Nature's slow-acting statesmanship — the 

*) Goeth^'s Ta980, lin§8 930 mi ^M0, 
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reaping of what had been sown ; that right reason 
was not entirely on the side of the forces which were 
just then makiug for repose and order, he did not 
fully appreciate. Thus the fine dreams of '89, which 
had captivated so many of his friends, and to which, 
as OUT poem shows, he himself conld do justice, while 
not fully sympathizing with them, acquired for him a 
mournful pathos which confirmed him in his anti- 
democratic ways of thinking. Here was a disillusion- 
ment indeed ! What was to have been the " glory of 
the Coming of the Lord" had become a carnival of 
rage and butchery. And this monstrous disturber of 
the peace, this mad subverter of all steady, ordered 
activity, public and private, was sending out its malign 
influence beyond the borders of France. The dem- 
ocratic diu upon the Seine was making itself heard 
in distant border-lands where German was spoken ; 
to now and then a courageous enthusiast in the early 
days it came as a siren-voice, luring him to the fatal 
whirl at Paris ; later it came more often as a danger- 
Signal, uprooting families and tumbling them across 
the Ehine. 

Of the Revolution in this chapter of its history 
Goethe had sufficient personal experience. In August, 
1792, he joined the staff of the Duke of Weimar to 
accompany the invading expedition which the Emperor 
of Austria and the King of Prussia had planned in 
Support of the French monarchy. The affair tumed 
out a bad business, badly managed. The allied army, 
some eighty thousand strong, advanced with much 
eclat into eastern France, capturing a number of 
cities and towns, until they encountered the cannon 
of K^llerm^nn ^d Pupiourie? at Valmy; aft^r wjiicb 
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tbey roUed back across the Bhine with no eclat whatr 
ever. Some thirty years afterward Goethe gathered 
together his notes and Journals of this expedition and 
made them into a narrative which was published 
under the title of " Campaign in France." This work, 
which is largely an account of hardships witnessed 
and undergone, gives a vivid picture of the misere of 
war, especially of the distress attending the retreat of 
the German army. Goethe's observations on this 
occasion stood him in good stead when he came to 
write "Hermann and Dorothea," several incidents in 
the poem being based on what its author had himself 
Seen in his brief experience of unarmed soldiering. 

If the Statement of Böttiger above referred to is 
correct, it must have been shortly after Goethe's 
retnm from the ill-starred campaign in France that 
he came across the Salzburg story and commenced 
"carrying it around with him," as his habit was. Of 
actual progress on the poem of "Hermann and 
Dorothea," however, we do not hear until the autumn 
of 1796. In the eventful summer of that year — 
young Bonaparte was operating in Italy — Goethe was 
at Weimar busy with this and that literary task, but 
especially with " Wilhelm Meister." On August 16th 
he finished the last book and wrote to Schiller that he 
was "right tired, as if from a great debauch, and 
wished to turn his mind in some other direction." 
Two days later he escaped from the distractions of 
Weimar to Jena, and there shortly afterward we find 
him at work on " Hermann and Dorothea." The com- 
position proceeded with great rapidity — over a hun- 
dred and fifty verses daily for nine consecutive days, 
80 Schiller writes to J^orpei^ — showing that it had 
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alreadj been well thought out. In the evening Goethe 
would read his daj's work to Schiller's family circle and 
receive their plaudits and encouragement. In this way 
four*) cantos of the six at that time intended to com- 
prise the entire poem were completed. Early in 
October Goethe retumed to Weimar, but foiind for 
some time no leisure to continue the noyr poem. In- 
stead of this he devoted himself to a revision of the 
cantos alreadj written.t) October 29th he announces 
to Schiller that he must go to Ilmenau for a few days, 
where he may chance to do something on the "epic 
poem." Schiller replies that he will find there the 
"little city of his Hetmann," very likely also an 
"apothecary" or a "green house with stucco-work." 
(As a matter of fact there was a "Golden Lion" inn 
there at which Goethe was wont to put up ; in general 
the "Stadtchen" of "Hermann" seems to be a com- 
bination of Frankfort and Ilmenau.) By November 
13th, however, Goethe was back in Weimar, with the 
poem no further along than before. December 5th he 
writes to his friend Meyer in Italy : 

"By my idyl (^Alexis and Dora,' written the pre- 
ceding June) I have been led to fche kindred epic 
department. I have on hand a matter which was in- 
tended for a similar small poem, but has expanded into 
a larger one, that has quite taken on the epic form and 
will reach two thousand hexameters. ... I have tried 
to separate in the epic crucible the purely human 
Clement of existence in a little German city from its 

*) Bat these f onr oorrespond to the first five of the final version, 
the original second having grown into the present second and 
third. 

f ) Letter to Schiller, October 17th, 1796. 
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dross, and at tbe same time to reflect from a Utile mirror 
the large movemeuts and cbanges of the world-theater. 
The time of the action is about last August, and I did 
not fully feel the audacity of my undertaking unfcil the 
hardest was over. In respect to the poetic as well as 
the prosodial Organization of the whole I have tried to 
decide several disputed questions which have lately 
come up in connection with the works of Voss." 

December 6th Goethe sends to Schiller an **elegy" 
in distichs, which he designed as a sort of harbinger of 
the forthcoming epic. The elegy is itself entitled " Her- 
manjj and Dorothea." It first pays the poet's compli- 
ments to the " rabble " who had criticised him for bis 
classical leanings, and then bespeaks from the muse^not 
a laurel (that she may let grow on for a worthier), but 
roses for a homely garland. Then, alluding in the first 
line to Homer, it continues : 

**Who woTÜd vie with the gods, or who contend with the Only? 

Hörnend, though, to be called, e'en were't the latest, is good. 
Hear, then, the newest of poems, and heaiing. empty yonr glasses ; 

"Wine let beguile your hearts, friendship and love your ears. 
I, too, take yon to-day to the peaoeful home of the German, 

Where, near Nature's heart, man to humanity grows. 
Let the spirit go with us of him who made his Luise 

Quickly, for our delight, one with her excellent friend. 
Gloomy pictures, too, of the time I venture to show you. 

But let the sturdy race still with courage prevail. 
And so be it my song bring tears of joy to your eyelids, 

Come and the singer clasp heartily close to your hearts. 
Wise, then, be the talk ; for wisdom the Century waning 

Teaches us surely at last : Whom hath not destiny tried? 
Galmlier now look back at the woes that lately befel ydU, 

Now when the blithesome mind teaches you how to renounce. 
Men we have leamed to know, have leamed to know nations ; so 

let US, 

Knowing our German heart, leam to rejoice in that" 
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These lines show us admirably what Üie poet of 
" Hermann " was aiming at, and how he wished his work 
to be received. Later in the month ihe remainder of 
the argument was carefully thought out, and in January, 
1797, the Copyright was sold to the Berlin publisher 
Vieweg for one thousand thalers, an iinprecedentedly 
high price. In March and April the poet spent foor 
weeks in Jena, and here, where it had been begun eight 
months before, it was finished, except, indeed, the very 
end and the final revision. In this he was assisted by 
his friend Wilhelm von Humboldt, whose fine taste in 
matters of prosody proved helpful in many places.*) By 
the middle of June the whole poem was in the hands of 
the publisher, who brought it out in September. 

The reception of the poem, by both critics and public, 
was in {he main favorable, though some discordant 
Yoices wore heard. These came mostly from the circle 
of Voss and his friends, or from those whom Ooethe 
and Schiller had offended by the " Xenia." It suited 
the purposes of these critics to regard '^ Hermann and 
Dorothea" as a mere Imitation of " Luise," and to pre- 
fer, for their part, the original. They also found fault 
with Goethe's free-and-easy hexameters — a matter which 
will presently receive our attention. Impartial judges, 
however, soon recognized in the new epic one of the 
permanent treasures of German poetry. The year after 
its appearance A. W. Schlegel, then the foremost of 
German critics, made it the subject of a careful study, 
in which he drew attention especially to its antique 



*) See Hnmboldt's long and interesting letter of May 6th, 1797, 
with Goethe's reply of May 15tli. In nearly every case Hum- 
boldt's points are well taken, bnt his suggestions were only in part 
adopted, owin^ to haste inprinting or to Goethe's indifierence. 



iNTBOBuoixoir. xvii 



elemenis. Later W. von Humboldt treated it elaborately 
from the sesthetic point of view. Since then it hasbeen 
the theme or the occasios of a large amount of sestbetio 
disquisition, into whicb it is hardly worth wbile for us 
to enter bere. 

Ab to tbe personages of the poem a few words must 
sofBce. Four of tbem — tbe bero, beroine, fatber and 
preacber — are given in tbe Salzburg story . Tbe vague and 
genereJ " some friends" of tbe story is witb true epic in- 
Btinct converted into tbe definite individuality of tbe 
apotbecary. Tbe motber was an indispensable addition, 
since a bome was to be represented. Sbe is in many par- 
ticulars — ber name, "Lieseben," ber sympatbetic disposi- 
tion, ber bousewifely tbriftiness, ber propensity to take 
sides witb ber son against ber busband — suggestive of 
Goetbe's own motber, wbile tbe landlord, in bis love of 
^terbe, bis ambition to make.a good sbow in tbe world, 
bis testiness under domestic insubordination, reminds 
one of tbe poet's fatber. Tbe name Dorothea — '*gift 
of Qod " — would seem to bave been suggested by the 
&ct tbat in tbe original story tbe appearance of tbe 
emigrant-girl is taken by tbe preacber as a divine 
dispensation in tbe young man's bebalf. As to tbe 
name Hermann it is hardly possible to suppose tbat 
Goethe chose it witbout tbinking of the national bero, 
tbe Hermann wbo destroyed tbe Eoman legions in tbe 
Teutoburg Forest. Tbe judge owes bis origin, appar- 
ently, to tbe necessity of baying a bigbly credible and 
responsible witness to Dorotbea's worth, since her 
cbaracfcer was to be inquired into. Tbe 2BJ$d)nettn 
and Dorothea's lost lover are based on incidents 
tbat came to Goethe's attention on tbe campaign in 
France. 
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The delineation of Üiese cbaracters represents the 
very perfection of epic art. Wben one has finished the 
poem they stand out in the mind's picture-gallery with 
the yiyidness of life itself. And yet they are nowhere 
describedfor the sake of the picture they present — ^th^y 
are portrayed in connection with what they do. The 
detaiied description of Dorothea's dress is not an excep- 
tion ; this is given, not to teil the reader or listener (for 
epics properly presume a listener) how she looks, but to 
enable the spies to identify her. So the lengthy descrip- 
tion of the gai'den is incidental to the mother's search 
for her son. In general it may be said that the style of 
the poem is very simple and direct. It contains but little 
conscious metaphor, and only one simile.*) The lan- 
guage, as was intimated above, acquires here and there a 
somewhat artificial character, owing to its imitation of 
Homeric (or Vossian) forms of expression and to expe- 
dients adopted in the interest of the meter. Thus we 
have certain standing epithets like gut, trcf fliciö, öcrfiänbig, 
used, as in Homer, to characterize a person in a general 
way, and not necessanly with reference to the particular 
case in hand. So an adjective with the definite article 
•is often brought after its noun, where it has no distinct- 
ive or emphatic force, such as is ordinarily implied by 
that Position, but is, so far as the sense is concemed, an 
ordinary attributive; thus, 

33rad|tc bie ©d^inlen ^croor, bic \d)Xütxtn, 
©e^ten ftd) auf bie ^äntt, bie ^ölgenten, 

where the meaning is not the '*heavy hams " in distinc- 
tion from the light ones, or the "wooden benches" 
rather than the stone ones, but simply '^the heavy 

«) At tbe begianiiig o£ £rato, 62, 1, 
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hams," " tbe wooden bencbes/' OUier Homeric remi- 
niscences and metrical displacements will be spoken of 
in tbe notes to tbe text. 

A few remarks must now be made npon tbe meter. 
Tbe bexameter was first emplojed and its mies fized 
bj tbe Greeks, i^rbose versification was based primarily 
npon tbe quantity of syllables. Witb tbem tbe word- 
accent, wbicb was different in cbaracter from our ac- » 
Cent, played no part in prosody, wbile witb us it is of 
primary importance. Hence in using tbe bezameter 
for modern verse tbe question always arises bow far 
tbe ancient rules of quantity sball be followed. To fol- 
low tbem strictly everywbere is impracticable: itresults 
in an artificial, iinmanageable line, wbicb bardly sounds 
Hke verse at alL On tbe otber band, to pay no atten^ 
tion to tbem results in a verse wbicb may be easy and 
natural in its movement, but does not produce on tbe 
cultivated ear tbe effect of tbe ancient bexameter. In 
adapting tbis measure to modern uses, tberefore, it was 
soon found tbat certain concessions must be made. Tbe 
first of importance was to abandon entirely tbe prin- 
ciple of lengtb by position ; tbe second, to make stress 
do duty for lengtb. Tbe new rule, tben, was tbat accented 
syllables be treated as metrically long, unaccented syl- 
lables as sbort. Tbis rule, bowever, gave rise to diffi- 
culties, tbe first and gravest of wbicb related to tbe 
spondee. If tbis bad always to consist of two accented 
syllables its use would be confined witbin very narrow 
limits, since no Single word in tbe language could serve 
as a spondee. Tbe nearest approacb to it would be in 
dissyllabic Compounds baving a secondary accent on tbe 
last syllable, sucb as ©djaufptel, ®a{t^au$. Tbe easiest 
relief was to allow in place of tbe spondee a trocbee. 



but this was a dubious expedient, since it put a foot of 
three beats in place of one of four, the ancient spondee 
having always the same time as tbe dactjL 

A second difficulty was fumished by the monosjllables. 
In German, as in English, there are man j monosyllables, 
consisting mostly of articles, pronouns, prepositions 
and partides^ which in speech have a highly variable 
accent; they may carry the chief stress of the sentence, 
or they may sink to the position of enclitics or pro- 
ditics. Now it was perfectly natural and reasonable 
under the new rule just mentioned to treat these words 
as long or short at pleasure, leaving it to the reader to 
give them their proper metrical weight. But, now, there 
is another class of monosyllables, consisting mostly of 
nouns, pronouns, verbs and adverbs, which in speech 
never lose their accent, or lose it only to a slight degree, 
and there was strong temptation under the rule of 
variable accent for monosyllables to extend the license 
to this class of words, which cannot be slurred in the 
reading without producing an awkward dissonance. 
To illustrate what is meant. SBte ed boc^ in tute e$ boA 
regnet is a perfectly legitimate dactyl, and under the rule 
of variable accent for monosyllables bod^ toic c3 would 
be equally proper. So also tute ift e^ in xoxz ifi ed mögtid) 
is very passable, since while the verb ifl commonly 
retains its accent, it may, in this locution, lose it and 
become hardly more than an enclitic to tute, or like the 
syllable -ist in the English word " artist." But, now, 
when an easy-going versifier had admitted such dactyls 
as xovt ifl ed it is only a short step to the bad to the ao- 
ceptance of such as h)te gc^t t^, tote mag i(f|, rote e« ge^t, etc. 

A third critical case was that of Compounds having 
a secondary accent, such, for instance, as ©afl^au^^ 
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SRufenfo^tt* Should äRufenfo^n be admitted as a dactyl, 
or @a{}^aud as the first and second syllables of a daotyl? 
To refuse this license was greatly to bamper tbe poet, 
sinoe German teems with suob oompounds.^ On tbe 
otber band, to allow it was to o£fend every ear tbat bad 
been trained to a delicate appreciation of tbe ancient 
bezameter. 

In all tbese cases Goetbe, following tbe looser ways 
of Elopstock ratber tban tbe stricter ones of Voss, did 
not besitate to accept tbe more convenient, manageable 
alternative, it being bis coliviction tbat tbe resulting 
verse would be more in barmony witb tbe spirit of tbe 
German language. Tbus we find in '' Hermann and 
Dorotbea " multitudes of trocbaic spondees like ()utetv 
trefflich, immer, feiner, $oufe^, eto., wbiob are oondemned 
by A. W. Scblegel and otber purists. 

So also we find occasional dnbioas dactyls like flau» 
biß fmb, p. 4, 1. 30 ; Xi^al f)e^t er, p. 7, 1. 23 ; SEage, $err, 
p. 11, L 13 ; Sonne fling, p. 17, 1. 14 ; and again, nnder 
tbe tbird of tbe above enumerated beads, many sucb 
faulty dactyls as ^Reugiei; nidjt, p. 3, 1. 6 ; Sarftrog ha9, 
p. 8, 1. 8 ; ^nngfrau bem, p. 14, 1. 20. So in 6, 29, %po^ 
tiefer begins a line witb a spondee, wbile in 6, 7, tbe 
Sipo« ends a dactyl. 

It was by tbis sort of prosodial laxity, exempUfied not 
only in our poem, bat in bis disticbs, tbat Goetbe drew 
upon bimself tbe scom of metrical experts. Tbe famoiis 
epigram 

3n SBetmar imb in 3ena mat^t man ^e^ameter toithtx, 
9(ber bie Pentameter fmb boc^ nod^ e;:ceUenter, 

was not altogetber mere spitefol exaggeration ; it was a 
bome-tbnist as deftly aimed and folly as amusing to 
posterity as tbe best of tbe "Xenia." For at tbis time 



üisIiftrdlypoflBibleioezcxteinone'B aelf mTeEysfarong 
pArtisaa interesi on eiiher aide oi the qaestion ai issiie 
betweenGh>etheaiidIii8critic& Hiseflforttopopidanze 
the hezameter, bj aaciificing some of its rigidiiy, was 
ai best, aaide from the one poem of "Hermann and 
Dorothea^" a f ailore. The Terae is» as it was» an ezotic 
form thai can be nicelj appreciated onlj bj seholars 
aoquainied wiih Grreek and Latin proeody. This boDg 
8o, one cannot be blamed for leaning süghÜlj io the 
TiewB of the stiicter schooL Still, such leamng need 
not aflfect seiionBij one's good opinion of "Hermann 
and Dorothea." We shall do best, no donbt, to leare 
the whole sabject where Platen, himiwlf a niaster of 
rhythm, leaves it in the distich : 

„^otipTidit ift bcr ^e^amtterjiDaT, hodf mtrb ba9 ^ebtd^t ftet9 
Sfriben htz, Stola ^utf^Ianb«, bleiben bie '^ttU ber ftva^" 

"Ghnnsy, indeed, the hexameter, still wOl the poem contmne 
AlwBjB the Ctenxums' piide, always poesy's pearL" 
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$a6' iä) ben äRarlt unb bte ©trafen boc!^ nie f o etnfam 
, , ( , gefeiten I 

SP bo(i^ bic\ ©tobt tüte ^elel&rt ! ttjic anj^gcfiortcn ! nid^t 

ö Sicudlt mir, blicficn jurüdC öon aßen unfern 95ctt)ol^ncm. 
SBaS bte Sieugter nid^t tfynt ! @o rennt unb läuft nun ein ieber, 
Utn ben trattrigcn 3wg ber armen SSertrfefinen ju feigen. 
Siä jum !üommtt)cg, toeld^en fte jiel^n, iff§ immer ein 

©tünbd^en, 
10 Unb ba läuft man l^tnab, im l^eifeen ©taube be§ SRittagS. 
WldifViäf mid^ ioäf nid§t rühren t)om $Ia^, um ju feigen bad 

eienb 
®uter fliel^enber 9Kenfd§en, bte nun mit geretteter ipabe 
Seiber ba§ überrl^einifd^e 2anb, ba§ fd^one, öcriaffcnb 
15 3^ ^^^ l^crüber fommen unb burd^ ben alüdEtid^en SBinfel 
® oM fe"^*^^^^^ J^ate unb feiner Srüninmngen wanbem. 
Streffuä^ l^afi bu gel^anbelt, o Stau, ba§ bu milbe ben ©ol^n 

fort 
©d^idttefi mit altem Sinnen unb ettoalS @ffen unb Printen, 

8 



r 



4 ^ettttttttn ttttb 2)orot^ea. 

Um eS ben 9(rmen }u fpenben ; benn ©eben tft Sad^e beS 

SBaiTb^f^fle bod^T%t ! unb tote er bwiStgt bte $^ftel 
@el^r gut nimmt bad ^tf d^d^en ftd^ auS, baS neue ; bequemlic^ 
©ä^cn öicre barin unb auf bcm ©ode ber föutfcj^er. ^ 

SDieSmal ful^r er attcin; toie roHt'eg leidet um bie ©de! 
@o fprad^r unter bem 2:^ore be^ ^aufed f ^enb am SRarlte, 
SBol^tte^agttd^ jur S^au ber SBirt jum golbenen fiötoen. 

Unb eS berfefete barauf bte HugCr berftänbige ^aui^frau: 
SJater, nid^t gerne bcrfd§enfMdb^ie afigetragene Seintoanb, lo 
2)enn fte tft ju mand^em ©ebtaud^ unb für ®elb nid^t ju 

l^aben; 
Senn man i^rer bebarf. ®o4 Beutc^gab id^ fo gerne 
SKand^ei^ beffere ©tüdt qxl ÜÖcrsügcn unb ipemben; 
3)enn id^ l^örte bfon ßinbem unb Sitten, bic nadCenb bal^ergel^n. 10 
SSJirft bu mir aber berjeil^n? benn aud^ bein ©d^ronl ift 

ge))Iünberi 
Unb bcf onberS ben ©d^IafrodC mit inbianifd^en Slumen, 
Son bcm feinftcn Sattun, mit feinem glanette gefüttert^ 
®ab id^ ]§in ; er ift bünn unb alt unb ganj aud ber SF^obe. so 

aber eS läd^elte brauf ber treffßd^e ^aui^toirt unb fagte: 
Ungern Dermiff ' id^ il^n bod^, ben alten, lattunenen @d^Iafrod! 
®d^t oftinbifd^cn ©top; fo tixoOi^ Iriegt xmxl nid^t toteber. 
SBo^I ! id^ trug il^n nid^t mefjr. "SHoxi toitt \t%i freiKd^, ber 

2Rann foE s5 

Smmer ge^n im ©ürtout unb in ber 5ßefefd^e fidj jeigeUr 
3mmcr gcftiefelt fein ; berbannt ift 5ßantoffcI unb SRü^e. 

©iel^e ! bcrfc^te bie grau, bort lommcn fc^on einige toieber, 
3)ie ben 3^9 ^'^ g^f^^i^; ^t muS boc^ tool^I fc^on borbei fein, 
©e^t, tote aUen bte ©d^ul^e fo ftaubig finb ! toie bie ©eftd^ter so 



^ettitftttti itiib 2)orot(ed. 5 

®tü^en I unb iegK^er filiert bad @d^nu)>ftu(l^ imb totf(J^t ft4 

bctt @d^tt)ct§ ab. 
aRöd^t'id^ bod^ aud^ in ber $i^e nad^ fold^em ©d^aufpiel fo 

j »cit nid^t 

5 Saufen unb leiben ! Surtbo^r, id^ l^abe genug am (Srjfil^tten. 

Unb ed fagte batauf ber iutt Sßattt mit 9lad^brud(: 
@0ld^ ein SBetter ift feiten ^ufold^er (Smtt gelommen, 
Unb toxx bringen bte grud^t l^erein, tDie .boi^ $eu fd^on 

]§erein ift, 
10 Jrotfen; ber $immet Ifi l^ett, e8 ifl lein SBötld^en a« fd&en, 
Unb bon SKorgen toel^et ber SBinb mit liebfid^er fifil^Iung. 
S)ad ift beftSnbiged SSetter ! unb überreif ift bad ^om fd^on; 
SRorgen fangen n)ir an ju fd^neiben bie reid^Iid^e t£mte. 

Sns er fo ^pxaSj, bermel^rten fid^ immer bie ©d^aren ber 

16 Sßönner 

Unb ber SBeiber, bie über ben SKarlt ftc^ nad^ ^aufe begaben; 
Unb fo lam aud^ jurüdC mit feinen Zbäfitvtt ^e[ql^ren 
Waf d^ an bie anbere ©eitc beS SKarlt^ ber begiitemSiad^bar, 
8ln fein erneuertet §auS, ber erfte Saufmann bei^ DrteS, 

20 3«t geöffneten SBagen (er war in ßanbau öcrfertigt). 

Seb^aft n)urben bie ®affen ; benn rt>o^l toax beDöKert baS 

©täbtdben, 
SRand^er Gabrilen beflt]^ man fid^ ba unb mand^ed ®emerbe^. 

Unb fo fag ia§ traulid^e $aar, fid^ unter bem ^ottotq 
25 Über bad n)anbembe Soll mit mand^er 93emerlung ergö^enb. 
SnbUd^ aber begann bie n)itrbige ^aui^frau unb fagte: 
©e^tr bort lommt ber ^ebiger l^er, ei^ lommt oud^ ber 

^ SHad^bar 

Stpot^eter mit i^m; bie foQen und alleS erjäl^Ien, 
80 SSai^ fte brausen gefel^n unb toaS ju fd^ouen nid^t fro^ mad^t 



6 ^ermann unb 2)orot^ea. 

SreutibKd^ lanteti l^eran bte beiben itiib grüßten hoi 

©c^tcn ftd^ auf bic Sätilc, bic l^öljcmcn, unter btmZffOttoti, 
©taub tjon bcn gfifecn f^üttdnb unb ßuft mit bcm Zu^t 

ftd^ föd^elnb. 6 

Da begann benn juerft nad^ tted^felfeitigen ©rußen 
Der Slpotl^cler ju fprcd^enunb fagte, betnal^e öerbrießUd^: 
©0 finb bie 3Kcnfd^en f1xriba$r ! unb einer ift bod^ »ie bcr 

anbre, 
S)a§ er ju gaffen fid^ freut, ttenn bcn Siäd^ften ein Unglücf lo 

bef öttet ! 
Säuft bod^ iebcr, bie Stamme ju fel^n, bie öerberblid^ 

emporfdl^Iögt, 
Seber ben armen SSerbred^er, ber peinlich jum lobe 

geführt »irb. lö 

3cber fpajiert nun l^inaui^, ju fd^auen ber guten SJertriebnen 
SIenb, unb nicmanb bcbcnft, ba§ il)n ba^ ä^uKc^e ©d^idEfal 
9lud^, bietteic^t junöd^ft betreffen lann ober boc^ fiinftig. 
Unöerjcil^Iid^ pnb' id^ itn ßeid^tftnn; boi^ liegt er im 

aräenfd^en. so 

Unb ^fofite barauf ber eble, öerftönbige Jßfarrl^err, 
®r, bie Qitxot ber @tabt, ein 3üngling näl^er bem 2Ranne. 
Dicfer fannte baS Sebcn unb lannte ber §örer )8ebürfni§, 
SBar Dom l^ol^en SBerte ber l^eiligen ©d^riften burc^brungen, 
S)ie un3 ber SRcnfd^en Oefd^idf entl^üllen unb il^re ©efinnung; 25 
Unb f lannf er aud^ ttnjjtbie beften toeltlid^en ©d^riften. 
Diefer fprad^: 3d^ tStTnid^t gern, toa^ immer bem 

^^ 2Renfc^en 

gür unfd^äblid^e Jnwe bie gute 2Rutter 9?otur gab; 
2)enn toa^ SSerftanb unb SJemunft nid^t immer vermögen, so 

k>ermag oft 
©old^ ein glüdKid^er $ang, ber unmiberftel^Iic^ und leitet. 
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Sodtc bic 3icugicr nid^t bcn SKcnfc^cn mit l^cfttgcn SRcijcn, 
Sogt, crfül^r'cr toofjH je, tote fd^ön fid^ bie lücltlid^cn 3)inae 
®cgctt citianbcr öcrl^aftcn ? S)cttn crft tjcrtangt er baö Sftcue, 
©ud^et baS SWi^Iic^c bann mit uncrmübctcm gleite; 
5 Snbiid^ beget^ er baS ©ute^ ba§ il^n erl^ebet unb mert mad^t. 
Sn ber S^gcnb ift il^m ein frol^er ^eTQffIe*Scr ßeid^tftnn, 
S)er bie ©efal^r il^m Verbirgt unb l^eilfam gefd^minbe bie 

jif...M>^ ©puren 

Iilge! bcS fd^merjlid^en Übefö, fobalb eS nur irgenb 
10 öorbeijog. 

Sreilid§ ift er ju jjreifen, ber SKann, bem in reiferen ^al^ren 
@id& ber gefefete SSerftanb aug folcfiem Stol^finn enttoidteltr 
3)er im ®lüdt toie im UnglüdE fic^ eifrig unb t^ätig bcftrebet; 
S)enn baS ®ute bringt er l^cröor unb erfe^et ben ©d^aben. 

16 Sreunblid^ begann fogleid^ bie ungebulbige $au§frau: 
©aget uniJ, waS il^r gefel^n ! benn ba§ begel^rt' id^ ju toiffen. 

©d^merlid^, öerfe^te barauf ber Sljjotl^eler mit Siad^brudf, 
SBerb'id^ fo balb mid^ freun nac^ bem, ma§ id^ alleö erfal^ren. 
Unb »er erjagtet e§ »ol^t, ba§ mannigfaltigfte ©lenb ! 
20 ©d^on t)on ferne fal^n mir ben ©taub, noc^ eb tt)tr bie SBiefeu 
SlbmärtS lamett; ber 3^0 toar fd^on bon ^ugel ju §ügel 
Unabfel^Iid^ bal^in, mon f onnte »enig erlennen. 
^tö mir nun aber ben SBeg, ber quer burd^§ 2^al gel^t, 

erreid^ten, 
26 SBar ®ebrättg'unb Getümmel nod^ gro§ ber SBanbrer unb 

SBagen. 
Seiber fallen »ir nod^ genug ber Strmen öorbeijiel^n, 
konnten eingeln crfal^ren, toie bitter bie fd^merjüd^e gtud^t 

30 Unb toit \vo^ ba^ ©efül^I be§ eilig geretteten SebenS. 
traurig »ar ei^ ju fel^n, bie mannigfaltige §abe, 
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2)te ein ^auiS nur tierbirgt, bad tool^foerfe^e, nnb bie ein 
®uter äSirt uml^er an bie redeten ©teilen gefegt l^at, 
^mmtx bereit jum ©ebraud^e, benn aQe§ ift nötig nnb 

nü^Iid^, 
9lun )u feigen baS aHtS, auf mand^erlei SBagen nnb Darren 6 
®urd^ einanber gelaben, mit Übereilung geflüd^tet. 
Über bem ©d^ranfe lieget baS ©ieb unb bie moQene 3)edte, 
3n bem 93adftrbg baS SJett, nnb baS Seintud^ über bem 

©piegel. 
Sd^r unb e§ nimmt bie ©efal^r, tt)i^ n)ir beim 99ranbe Dor lo 

atoanjig 
gal^ren aud^ »ol^I gefel^n, bem SKcufd^cn alle SBepnnnng, 
S)a^ er baS Unbebeutenbe fa|t unb ba^ S^eure 5urüdKägt. 
?Kfo filierten aud^ l^ier mit unbefonnener ©orgfalt 
©d^Ied^te ©inge fie fort, bie Od^fen unb 5ßferbe befd^merenb, is 
Sitte »rctter unb gäffer, bcn (Sänfeftott unb ben ^äpg. 
Äud^ fo Icud^ten bie SBeiber unb ^nber, mit SJünbeln fid^ 

fd^Ieppenb, 
Unter Äötben nnb Sutten t)ott ©ad^en Ieine§ ®ebraud^e§; 
S)enn cS öerläfet ber SRenfd^ fo ungern baS fiepte ber ^abe, 20 
Unb fo 50g ouf bem ftaubigen SBeg ber brängcnbe 3ug fort, 
Drbnung§Io§ unb berwirrt. 3Kit f d^wäd^eren Spieren ber eine 
SBünfd^te tongfom ju fal^ren, ein anberer, emfig ju eilen. 
®a cntftanb ein ®cf d^rei ber gequetf d^ten SBeiber unb JKnber 
Unb ein SSIöIen be§ S3ie]^e§, bajtoifd^en ber ^unbe ®ebelfer as 
Unb ein ^tf)lavit ber Sßten unb SEranfen, bie l^od^ auf bem 

fc^toeren, 
Übergepadtten SBagen ouf 99etten fa^en unb fd^manlten. 
Slber auS bem ®eleife gebrängt nad^ bem fRanbe beS ^od^tuegd 
^rrte ba^ Inarrenbe 9tab; e^ ftürjt' in ben ®raben ba^ so 

gul^rmerl, 
Umgefd^Iagen, unb lüeitl^in entftürjten im ©d^munge bie 

SRenfd^en 
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2Bt\t entfe^Ud^em ©darein in ba§ Selb l^in, aber boä) glüdEUd^. 
©pätcr ftilrjtcn bie Soften unb fielen näl^er bem SBagen. 
SBal^rfid^, »er im gaßen fie fa^, ber erwartete nun pe 
Unter ber Saft ber ftiftcn unb ©d^ränle jerfd^mcttert ju 
6 fd^auen. 

Unb fo log jerbrod^en ber SBogen, unb l^ilfloiS bie SKcufd^en; 
S)enn bie übrigen gingen unb jogen eilig borüber, 
3?ur fid^ fetter bebenlenb unb l^ingcriffen bom ©trome. 
Unb ttjir eilten l^inju unb fanben bie Sronlen unb Sitten, 
10 S)ie JU §ouS unb im ^tit fd^on laum il^r bouernbeS Seiben 
trügen, l^ier ouf bem ©oben befc^öbigt äd^jcn unb iammern, 
S3on ber ©onne berbronnt unb erftidtt Dom toogcnben ©toube. 

Unb ei^ fogte borouf gerührt ber menfd^Ud^e §au§toirt: 
SKöge bod§ ^ermann fte treffen unb fie erquiden unb Reiben. 
15 Ungern mürb' id^ fie fcl^n; mid^ fd^merjt ber Slnblidt beS 

3ommer§. 
©d^on bon bem erften 93erid^t fo großer Seiben gerfil^ret, 
©d^idtten »ir eilenb ein ©d^erftein bon unferm Überfluß, 

bo^ nur 
ao ®inige ttjfirben geftörlt, unb fd^icnen unä felber berul^igt. 
?lber Io|t uni^ nic^t mcl^r bie trourigen 93itber erneuern; 
S)entt eä befd^teid^t bie gurd^t gar balb bie ^erjen ber 

SKcnfc^en 
Unb bie ©orge, bie mel^r oli^ fetbft mir bo§ Übel bcrl^ogt ift. 
25 2:retet l^erein in ben l^interen SRoum, ba§ litigiere ©äld^en. 
9lie fc^eint ©onne bal)in, nie bringet märmere Suft bort 
S)urd^ bie ftärferen aRouern; unb SRütterd^en bringt unS 

ein ©läSd^en 
Dreiunbad^tjiger l^er, bamit mir bie ©rillen bertreiben. 
80 ©ier ift nid^t freunblid^ }u trinlen; bie gliegen umfummen 

bie ®Iäfcr. 
Unb fie gingen bol^in unb freuten fid^ olle ber ßül^Iung. 



10 ^ermann nnb Dorothea. 

Sorgfam btaiftt bie SRutter beH Ilaren l^errfid^en SBeme$ 
Sit gefc^Iiffener glafd^e auf blanfent, sinnemem Shmbe, 
3Rii ben grünlichen ätöntem, ben eckten Settern be§ 

9i^iiüoetn§. 
Unb fo ft^enb umgaben bie brei ben glonjenb gebo^nten, s 
ähinben, brannen Zi\ä), er ffcanb auf mächtigen gfngen. 
i^iter f langen fogleic^ bie @Iafer beS SBirteS nnb ^farrer^; 
2)0(1^ nnbekoegltc^ l^ielt ber britte benfenb ba§ feine, 
Unb e§ forberf i^ auf ber äBirt mit freunblic^en SBorten: 

gfrif d^, ^err Slad^bor, getmnlen ! benn nod^ bemalte bor lo 

Unglüct 
®ott unS gnabig unb kDirb anc^ Ühtftig un3 alfo bekDal^ren. 
2)enn mer erf ennet e§ nid^t, ba| feit bem f d^redlid^en Sranbe, 
2)a er fo l^art und geffcraft, er un3 nun beftonbig erfreut l^at 
Unb beftönbig befd^ü^t, f o lote ber äRenfc^ fxäf be§ StugeS 15 
ßöftlid^en 3(pfel bekDal^rt, ber bor allen ©liebem il^m lieb 

ifi. 
©ottf er femerl^in nid^ und fd^ü^en unb ^ilfe bereiten ? 

®enn man fielet e§ erft red^t, mie biel er bermag, in ©efal^ren. 

©ottt' er bie blül^enbe ©tabt, bie er erft burd^ Peinige SSiirger 20 

9teu aud ber 9(fd^e gebaut unb bann {te reic^Iid^ gefegnet, 

3e^o miebcr jerftörcn unb aQe SBemü^ung bemid^ten ? 

Reiter fagtc barauf ber treffiid^e 5ßfarrer, unb milbe: 
galtet am Olaubcn fcp, unb fep an biefer ®efinnung; 
2)enn fie mad^t im ®lüdt berftönbig unb {td^er, im Unglüdt 25 
9ieid§t fie ben fd^önften Xroft unb belebt bie l^errtic^fte 

Hoffnung. 

S)a berfe^te ber SBirt mit mönnlid^en, fingen Ocbanlcn: 
SBic begrüßt' id^ fo oft mit Staunen bie gluten beS 

SRl^einftromd, so 
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SBcnn ic^ rcifc^jb nad^ meinem (Scfc^äft i^m tt)ieber mid6 

nal^te ! 
3mmer fd^ien er mir groß unb erl^ob mir ©inn unb ®emüte; 
9l6er ic^ f onnte nid^t bcnfen, ba§ baVb fein Iicblid^c§ Ufer 
ß ©oHte werben ein SBaff, um abjume^ren ben gtonlen, 
Unb fein Verbreitetes SSett ein afföer^inbernber ©raben. 
©el^t, f fd^üfet bie Statur, f o fd^ü^en bie toaderen S)eutfd^en, 
Unb f fd^üfet un§ ber §err, wer hjoßte t^örid^t berjageu ? 
SRübc fd^on finb bie ©treiter, unb aUeS beutet auf grieben. 
10 9Köge bod^ aud^, toenn ba§ gcft, ba§ lang ermünfc^te, gefeiert 
SBirb in unferer Sird^e, bie Olocfe bann tönt ju ber Orgel 
Unb bie 3:rDmpete fd^mettert, ba§ l^o^^e Je S)cum begleitenb, 
aKöge mein ^ermann bod^ aud^ an biefem 2^age, ^err 

^Pfarrer, 
15 SKit ber SStaut entfd^Ioffen bor ©ud^ am 9t(tare fid^ ftetteu 
Unb ba§ glüdlid^e geft, in allen ben Sanben begangen, 
9lud^ mir fünftig erfd^einen ber l^äuSüd^en gi^euben ein 

Sa^rStag ! 
2tber ungern fel^'id^ ben ^ü^gKug, ber immer fo tl^ätig 
20 9Kir in bem ^aufe fid^ regt, naii) au^cn langfam unb fd^üd^* 

tern. 
SBenig finbet er Suft, fid^ unter Seuteu ju jeigen; 
Sör er bermeibet fogar ber iungen SRöbd^en ©efeUfc^aft 
Unb ben fröl^lic^en 2^anj, ben alle 3ugenb begel^ret. 

26 SHfo fprad) er unb l^ord^te. 9Kan l^örte ber ftampfenben 

5ßferbe 
SemeS ®etöfe fid^ na^n, man l^örte ben roHenben SSagen, 
SDer mit gettjattiger (Site nun bonnert' unter ben 2^ormcg. 



iet)ifi(l|ote. 



91I§ nun bcr mol^tgebilbctc ©ol^n in§ 3iwimcr l^crcintrat, 
©c^autc ber 5ßrebiger i^m mit fc^arfcn 35Iidten erttgegcitt- 
Unb betrad^tete feine ®ejtatt ujib fein ganjcS ^^^^^^S/^L^ua^ 
SKit bem ?(ugc bc§ gorf^efe,' ber teid^t bie^ Söfiln^cnt^ 

Säd^ette bann unb fprad^ ju il^m mit traulid^en SBorten: 
S^ommt 3]^r bod^ al§ ein beränbertcr SRenfd^ ! ^ä) ^abe nod^ 

niem&B 
@ud^ fo munter gefel^n unb Sure ©lidtc fo lebl^aft. 
gröl^üd^ fommt S^r unb l^eiter; man fielet, 3^r ^abet bie lo 

®abcn 
Unter bie 9lrmen berteilt unb i^ren ©egen empfangen. 

?Ru]^ig ermiberte brauf ber Sol^n mit emftti^en SSorten: 
Ob id^ löblid^ gel^anbelt, id^ tüeife e§ nid^t; aber mein ^erjl^at is 
SÖJid^ gel^ei^en h^^^^, fo tüie id^ genau nun erjäl^Ie. 
Sßutter, 3]^r Iramtet fo lange, bie alten Btndt ju fud^en 
Unb JU mähten; nur fpät mar erft ba§ SBünbel jufammen, 
Slud^ ber SSein unb ba§ SSier marb langfam, f orglid^ gepadtet, 

12 
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9B td^ nun enMid^ DorS ^or unb auf bte (Strafe l^inauSfantr 
Strömte jurüd bic SRcngc bcr SSiirgcr mit SBeibcm unb 

^inbern 
SKir entgegen; benn fern toax f^on i^^t Sual)er SJertriebnen. 
5 ©d^nettcr l^telt id^ mxSf bran unb ful^r Be^Sibebcm 3)orf ju, 
SBo pc, mic id^ gel^ört, l^eut übemad^ten unb fat^n. 

^ Site id^ nun meines SQSegÖ bie neue ©trafee ^inanful^r, '^ 
giel mir ein SSagen in§ Stuge, bon tüchtigen Säumen gefuget, 
fßon ixotx Dd^fen gejogen, ben größten unb ftäriften bf § 2lu§* 

10 lanbS, 

Sieben l^er aber ging «ijtiftorfen ©(^ritten ein S0f äbd^en, 
Senfte mit langem (^ooe oie beiben oemaltigen Jierc, 
2^rieb fie an unb l^ielt fie äuriidf, fie ISime Ilügüd^. 
9ltö mid^ ba§ SRöbd^en erblidtte, fo trat fie ben ^ferben ge:= 

16 laffen 

SRä^erunb fagte ju mir: SRid^t immer mar e§ mit un§ fo 
3ammert)off, al§ 3^r un§ ^eut auf biefeu SBcgen erblicfct. 
5RDd& nid^t bin id^ gemol^nt, Dom gremben bic ®abe ju 

l^eifd^en,^*/»^ 

20 5)ie er oft ungern gibt, um lo§ ju njerben ben 3lrmen; 
Stber mid^ brängetbie Sßot, 5u reben. §ier auf bera ©tro^e 
Siegt bie erft entbunfefti^rau be§ reiben aSefifeerS,*^"^^ 
3)ie ic^ mit ©tieren unb SBagen noc^ Idum, bie fd^mangre, 

gerettet. 

26 ©pät nur lommcn toix T\a6), unb laum ba§ Seben er^ielt^ie. 
9lun tiegt neugeboren i>fl^^|2^t> i^v nacfenb im Slrme, 
Unb mit menigem nur bermogen bie Unfern äHjjlif^^' 
SBenn mir im näd^ften 2)orf, mo mir ^eute ju xa^n gebenfen, 

Stud^ fie P^5^2IÜÄ^^^^^ ^^ fürd^te, fie finb {äSJL^5iSvf ^' 
80 SBöT^ßud^ w|icnDbon Seinmanb nur mag Eutbe^u^eSCfDenn 

$ier auS ber Jlod^barfd^aft feib, fo fpenbet'S gutfjj ben 

Firmen. 
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9Hf fprad^ ftc, unb matt erl^ob ftc^ Dom ©trolle bic blcid^c 
SBöc^nerin, fd^autc nad) mir; xd) aber fagtc bagcgen: 
Outen äRcnfd^cn fürma^r fprid^t oft ein l^immüfd^er Ocift 

S)a§ fie fül^Ien bie 3loi, bic bem armen Sirubcr beborftcl^t; ö 
S)cnn fo %ab mir bie Sftutter im-SSorgefül^Ie bon ©urem 
3ammcr ein ©anbei, fogleid^ e§ ber nadten 9Zotburft ju 

reid^en^ 
Unb ic^ löfte bie Jinoten ber ©d^nur unb gab i^r ben ©d^Iaf=^ 

xod 10 

Unfer§ SSater§ bal^in unb gab il^r §emben unb Seintud^. 
Unb fie banite mit g^euben unb rief: S)er (Stüdlid^e glaubt 

nid^t, 
S)a§ noc^ SBunber gefd^el^n; benn nur im ßlenb erfennt man 
®otte§ ^anb unb ginger, ber gute SRenfd^en jum ®uten is 
ftcitetr SSa§ er burd^ @ud^ an un§ t^t, tl^u' er ©ud^ felberl 
Unb id^ fa^ bie 28i3d^nerin frol^ bie berfd^iebene Seintüanb, 
Slber befonber§ ben meid^en gtaneU be§ ©d^Iafrodfg be= 

füllen, 
ßilen njtr, fagte ju i^r bie S^^ngfrau, bem 5)orf ju, in 20 

toeld^em 
Unfre Oemeine fc^on raftet unb biefe ^a^i burd^ fic^ aufhält; 
S)ort beforgMd^ fogleid^ \>a^ Siinberjeug, affe§ unb jebeö. 
Unb fie grüßte mid^ nod^ unb fprad^ ben l&erjlid^ften ®anf 

Zxki bie Dd^fen; ba ging ber SBagen. 3^ aber öeriüetlte, 
§ieU bie 5ßferbc noc^ an; benn S^i^fP^It mar mir im 

JUv^htl'- ^crjen, 
Ob id^ mit eilenben Stoffen ba^ 3)orf erreid^te, bie ©peifcn 
Unter ba^ übrige fßolt ju fpenben, ober fogleid^ i^ier so 

SltteS bem SKöbc^en gäbe, bamit fie e§ mei^Iid^ tjerteilte. 
Unb id§ entfd^ieb mid^ gleid^ in meinem ^erjen unb fu^r il^r 
©od^tc nad^ unb erreid^te fie batb unb fagte bel^enbe/.* J >.^ 



^' 
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®utc§ SKäbd^cn, mir ^ai bic 3Kuttcr nid^t Seintüanb aKcinc 
8tuf bcn SBagen öcgeben, bamit id^ ben Siadttcn beileibe, 
©onbettt fie fügte baju nod) ©peif unb mand^eS ©ettönle, 
Unb e§ ift mir genug bnömj^im haften be§ SBagen§. 
5 SRun bin ic^ aber gW(^glCoud^ biefe ®aben in beine 
^anb ju legen, unb fo erfülf ic^ am beftcn ben Sluftrag; 
®u berteilft fie mit ©inn, ic^ mü^te bem Qvt^aü ge^ord^en. 
S)rauf öerfe^te ha^ SWäbd^en: SKit aller Jreue bernjenyic^ 
®ure ®aben; ber dürftige foll fid^ berfelben erfreuen. 

10 Sllfo fprac^ fie. S^ öffnete fd^neH bie Saften beg SBageng, 
©rächte bie ©d^infen t)ert)or, bie fc^ttjeren, bro d^te bie SSrotc, 
glafd^en SSeine§ unb SSierS, unb reicht' il^r aUeS unb jebeS. 
®eme l^ötf id^ noc^ mel^r i^r gegeben; bod^ leer toar ber 

Saften. 

16 2lIIeg padEte fie brauf ju ber SBöd^nerin Süfeen unb jog fo 
SBeiter; id^ citte ^urü^ mit meinen 5ßferben ber ©tabt 5u. 

Site nun ^ermann geenbet, ba nal^m ber gcfpröd^ige 

SRad^bar 
®Ieid^ ba§ SSortunb rief: D glüdtlid^, mer in ben Sogen 
20 S)iefer gtudf|t unb SSermirrung in feinem ^au§ nur allein lebt, 
aSem nic^t grnu unb Sinber jur ©eite bange fid^ fd^mi^g^ifTtV 
®tüdflid^ fü^f ic^ mid^ je^t; id^ möc^f um ^ieleS nid^t l^eute 
SSoter l^ei^en unb nid^t für Stau unb Sinber beforgt fein. 
Öfters bad^f idf| mir aud^ fd^on bie glud^t unb ^abe bic beften 
25 ©ac^en jufammengepadft; ba§ alte ®elb unb bie Setten 
SKeiner feiigen S0iutter, njobon nod^ nid^tS berfauft ift. 
greilid^ bliebe nod^ t)iete§ jurüdE, ba§ f o leidet nid^t gefd^afft 

tt)irb. 
©etbft bie Sröuter unb SBurseln, mit bietem gleite ge* 
80 fammelt, 

SRi^t'id^ ungern, wenn auc^ ber SBert ber SBare nid^t gro§ 

ift 
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Stcibt ber ^robyoriurücf, f o gc^ ic^ gctröftet txm ^nfe. 
^ab* ii) bie 93ar)d)aft gerettet uitb meinen Sötptx, fo l^ab* 

9(((e§ gerettet; ber einjelne SOtann entfliegt am leic^tflen. 

3ladfbax, Derfe^te barauf ber junge ^ermann mit 9laäj^ 6 

JJeine§tt)cge§ benf ic^, tüie 3^t, unb tcible bie Siebe. 

3ft tt)0^t ber ein mürbigcr SWann, ber im ®Iü(f unb im Un^ 

glücf 
Si(^ nur allein bcbenft unb, Seiben unb greubcn ju teilen, lo 
SWic^t öerfte^et unb nic^t t>ain dou ^crjen bemegt wirb ? 
Sieber möctifid^ ate je mic^ ^cute jur ^cirat entfc^Iie^cn; 
!Denn manc^ gute§ SRäbc^cn Dcbarf be§ ft^ü^cnben aRanncö 
Unb ber 9Jlann bc§ erl^eitcmben 3Bcib§, menn il^m Unglücf 

bcöorftc^t. 15 

Säc^elnb fagtc barauf ber SSater: ©o ^ör'ic^ bid^ gerne ! 
©olcfi ein bernünftige§ SBort l^aft bu mir feiten gcfprod^cit. 

Slber c§ fiel foglcic^ bie gute SButtcr bcl^enb ein: 
(Sof)n, fiirma^r, bu ^aft rcd^t; mir ßltem gaben ba§ 95ei« 

fpiel. 20 

Denn mir l^aben un§ nid^t an fröl^lic^en Jagen ermäl^Iet, 
Unb un§ fnüpfte üielme^r bie traurigfte Stuube jufammen. 
SKontag morgend — ic^ mei§ e§ genau ; benn 2^age§ öor- 

I}er mar . . ./ 

Sener fd^redüc^e 93ranb, ber unfcr ©töbtd^en bcr^e^rte; 25 
3manjig ^ai)xt ftnb'§ nun; eg mar ein (Sonntag mie l^eutc, 
^ei§ unb trodEen bie 3cit unb menig SSaffer im Orte; 
9lIIc Seute maren fpajierenb in feftlid^en S'lcibem 
Stuf bcn Dörfern berteitt unb in bcn ©d^cnfen unb SKii^Ien. 
Unb am @nbe ber ©tabt begann baä geucr. ®cr 93ranb lief 80 
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©Kg bie ©trafen l^mburd^, crjcugcnb ftd^ fclbcr bcn 8^8* 

Unb c§ brannten bic ©c^cuncn bcr rcic^gcfantmctten ©rntc, 
Unb c§ brannten bic ©trafen bi§ ju bem SRarlt, nnb ba§ 
5 ^au§ toax 

SKeincS 3Satcr§ l^iemeben berje^rt unb biefe§ juglcic^ mit. 
SBenig flüchteten mir. 3c^ föfe i>ic traurige 9?ad^t burc^ 
Sor ber Stabt auf bem Singer, bie haften unb Setten be:« 

hja^renb; 
10 3)od^ julefet befiel mid^ ber ©d^taf, unb aU nun beg 3Rorgen§ 
3Ri4 bie Sül^Iung crttjedtc, bie bor ber ©onne l^crabfällt, 
©al^ id^ ben Slaud^ unb bie ®Iut unb bie l^oj^Ien 9Wauem 

unb offen, v^^^-^^'c 
®a toax beKemmt mein ^erj; aKein bie ©onne ging mieber 
15 ^errtic^er auf ate ie unb flößte mir 9Wut in bie ©eele. 
S)a erl^ob id^ mid^ eilenb. @§ trieb mic^, bie ©tätte ju fe^en, 
SBo bie SBol^nung geftanben, unb ob fid^ bie ^l^ner gerettet, 
S)ie id^ befonberS geliebt; benn ünbifd^ mar mein ®cmüt 

nod&. 
20 %SS> ic^ nun über bic Jrummer be§ §aufe§ unb ^ofe§ bal^er 

ftieg, 
S)ie ttoc^ raud^ten, un'b f o bie SBo^nung müft unb jcrftort fal^, 
Samft bu jur anbem ©eite l^erauf unb burd^fud^teft bie 

©tätte. 
25 SDir mar ein 5Pferb in bem ©talle berfc^üttet; bie glimmen^ 

ajJJulJ. ^^^ Salfen 

Sagen barüber unb^©q(öft7unb nichts ju fe^n mar bom Siere. 

9llfo ftanben mir gcgeneinanber, bcbenflid^ unb traurig; 

S)enn bie SBanb mar gcfatten, bie unferc ^öfe gefd^iebcn. 

so Unb bu fa^tcft barauf mic^ bei ber ^anb an unb fagteft: 

Sie§d^cn,mie fommft bu l^ierl^cr ? ®e^ meg ! bu berbrenncfl 

^ i bie ©ol^len, 

!Dcnn ber ©d^utt ift ]^ei§, c§ fengt mir bic ftörlercn Stiefeln. 
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Unb bu l^obcft mxä) auf unb trugft mid^ herüber burd^ 

beinen 
ipof weg. S)a ftanb nod^ ba^- 2^or be§ ^aufe§ mit feinem 

SBie e§ je^t fte^t; c§ mar allein öon allem gebtieben. \,,5^. 
Unb bu fe^teft mid^ nieber unb fii^tcft mic^, unb id^ bcrbe^rf 

e§. 
Slbcr bu fagteft barauf mit freunbüd^ bebeutenben SSorten: 
©iel^e, ba§ ^au§ liegt nieber. 93tei6' ^ier unb l^itf mir e§ 

bauen, lo 

Unb td^ l^etfe bagegen aud^ beinern SSater an feinem. 
®od^ id^ ücrftanb bid^ nid^t, bi§ bu jum S3ater bie äRutter 
©d^idteft unb fd^nett ba§ ®etubb' ber frö^tid^en (£^e \yoU-^ 

brad^t mar. . - ♦ 

Sßod^ erinnr' id^ mid^ ^zuit be§ mböerbrannten ®ebätfe§ ' i5 
Stcubig unb fe^e bie ©onne nod^ immer fo l^errlid^ ]^erauf== 

gel^n; 
5)cnn mir gab ber 3:ag ben (äemal^t, e§ l^aben bie erften 
Seiten ber milben ß^^Pörung ben ©o^n mir ber Sugcnb 

gegeben. 20 

3)arum tob'id^ bid^, ^ermann, ba§ bu mit reinem SSertraucn 
9luc^ ein SKöbd^en t^\r benfft in biefen traurigen Seiten 
Unb e§ magteft, ju frem im Srieg unb über ben Krümmern. 

S)a bcrfe^te fogleidt) ber SSater teb^ft unb fagte: 
3)tc ©efinnung ift löblid^, unb ma^r ift aud^ bie ©efdf)ic^te, 25 
SDWittcrd^en, bie bu crjöl^tft; benn fo ift alle§ begegnet. 
8lbcr beffer ift beffcr. 3iid^t einen jeben betrifft e§, 
?Injufangcn bon öopj fein ganjeS Seben unb SBefen; 
SRic^t fott jeber fid^ quaten, ItJie mir unb anbere traten. 
mic glüdClid^ ift ber, bem SSater unb 3Kutter ba^ ^au§ so 

f^on 
SBo^IbefteHt übergeben unb ber mit ®ebei^en e§ oii§äiert ! 
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?[Kcr Slnfong ift f d^mcr,. am f d^mcrftcn bcr ?lnfang bcr fl&ixU 

fc^aft. -*'*" ^-"'j^ ' ' ; 
aKanc^crlci S)mgc bcbarf bcr 3Kcnf4 unb allcö iDirb tägtid^ 
2:cutct; ba feiger ftc^ öor, bci^ (Selbem ntcl^r ju crtoerbcn. 
ß Unb fo l^off ic^ bon bir, mein ^ermann, ba| bu ntirnäd^ftcnö 
3n baS ^ui^ bic SSraut mit fd^öncr SKitgift ^ercinfü^rft; 
®enn ein tojäerct; SKann öcrbicnt ein begütertei^ SKäbd^en, 
Unb cg be^apr'fo tüol^t, menn mit bem getoünf^eten 

SBcibd^en 
10 2lud^ in körben unb haften bic nüfclic^c ®abc l^crcinlommt. 
9?ic^t umfonft bereitet burc^ mond^e ^aijxt bie STOutter 
SSicIe Seinmanb bcr 2:oc^ter Don feinem unb ftarfem ©e*^ 

hjcbe; 
SRic^t umfonft öere^ren bie ^ßatl^en il^r ©ilbcrgerötc, 
lö Unb ber SSatcr fonbert im 5ßultc ba« feltene ®oIbftüdt; 
S)enn fie foH bereinft mit il^ren ®ätern unb ®aben 
Senen ^üngting erfreun, ber fie öor aßen ertuä^tt ^at. 
3a, id^ tt)ei§, tüie be^nglid^ ein SBeibd^en im ©aufe fid^ finbet, 
3)a§ i^r eignet ®erät in kix^if unb Sinimcm erlennet 
20 Unb ba§ 93ette fid^ felbft unb ben Sif^ fi^ felber gebedt ^at. 
9?ur n)oI}t au^geftattet möd^f ic^ im ^aufe bie S3raut fel)n; 
S)enn bie arme mirb bod^ nur julefet t)om 3Ranne beradötet, 
Unb er ^ält fie ote SRagb, bie ol^ SRagb mit bem SBünbd 

l^ereinfam. 
26 Ungered^t bleiben bie SWönncr, bie Seiten ber Siebe bcrge^en. 
3a, mein ^ermann, bu mürbeft mein 9llter l^öc^üd^ erfreuen, 
SBenn bu mir balb in§ §auS ein ©c^tüiegcrtöd^tcrd^cn 

bräc^teft 
Slu§ ber 9?ac^6arfd^aft l^er, au8 jenem ^aufe, bem grünen. 
so SReid^ ift ber Sßann fürtoal^r; fein §onbeI unb feine gabrilen 
SRad^en i^n täglid^ reid^er; bcnn mo geminnt nid^t bcr Souf^ 

monn? 
3?ur breiitöd&ter finb ba; ftc teilen ottein baS Vermögen. 
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@d^on tft bie ältfte beftimmt, id^ meig t^; aber bie imeite 
SBte bie britte finb nod^, unb DieQeid^t nid^t loQge, ju l^aben. 
War? id^ an betner @tatt, id^ l^ätte 6i§ je^t nid^t ge jaubert, 
6in§ mir ber äRöbd^n gel^olt, fo h>il id^ bai^ äRütterd^en 

forttrug. s 

S)a terfefete ber ©ol^n befd^eiben beni bringenbcn SSoter: 
SBirfüd^r mein SBitte tt>ar aud^, tt)ie ßurer, eine ber löd^ter 
UnferS 9?ad^bar§ ju mähten. SBir finb jufammen er/jogen, 
©pietten neben bem 93runnen om SRarlt in früheren Seiten, 
Unb td^ l^abe fte oft t)or ber ^aben SSJilbl^eit befd^ii^et. lo 
^od^ ba§ ift lange fd^on l^er; e^ bleiben bie mad^fenben 

äRäbd^en 
®nblid^ billig ju §auS unb ffie^n bie milberen ©piele. 
SBoIiIgejogen finb fie gett)i§. ^i^ ging aud^ ju Seiten 
3loä) au§ atter Sefanntfd^aft, fo toie S^r e§ toünfd^tet, ^m^ is 

über; 
9Ibcr id^ lonnte mid^ nie in i^rem Umgang erfreuen. 
S)enn fie tabtlttn ftct§ an mir, baö mufefid^ ertragen: 
®ür JU tang toar mein 9tod, ju grob ba§ Jud^ unb bie fjarbe 
®ar 5u gemein unb bie ^aare nid^t red^t geftufet unb ge* 20 

träufelt, 
©nbtid^ l^attMd^ im ©inne, mid^ aud^ ju pu^en, tt)ie jene 
^nnbet^bübd^en, bie ftet§ am ©onntag brüben fid^ jeigen 
Unb um bie l^albfeiben im ©ommer ba§ Säppd^en ^erum^ 

^öngt. 26 

Slber nod^ frü^ genug mcrit' id^, fie l^atten mid^ immer jum 

beften ; 
Unb ba§ roax mir empfinblid^, mein ©totj mar-beleibigt; bod^ 

mel^r nod^ 
^dntte mid^'S tief, ba^ fo fie ben guten SSiUen Derfannten, so 
!I)en id^ gegen fie liegte, befonbcrS SWind^en, bie iüngftc. 
2)enn f mar id^ jule^t an Oftem l^inübergegangen, 
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^attc bcn neuen Slod, ber je^t nur oben im ©d^ronl l^ängt, 
Slngejogcn unb mar frifiert mie bie übrigen 93urfd^e. 
afö id^ eintrat, fid^erteu fte; hoä) 509 id^'g auf mxä^ nid^t. 
äKind^en fafe am Stadler; eg toax ber SSater jugegen, 
6 ^örte bie iEöd^terd^en fingen unb mar entjüdft unb in Saune. 
SRand^e§ öerftanb id^ nid^t, ma§ in ben Siebem gefogt mar; 
Slbcr id^ l^örte t)iet öon ^ßamina, öiet Don 2^amino, 
Unb id^ moHte bod^ aud^ nid^t ftumm fein, ©obatb fie geenbet, 
gragt^id^ bem Jejte nad^ unb nad^ ben beiben ?ßerfonen. rJr 

10 SlUe fd^miegen borauf unb töd^elten; aber ber Sßater '' \ 

©agte: Slid^t ma^r, mein greunb, ©r fennt nur Slbam unb 

et)a? 
SKiemanbl^ielt fid^ al§bann, unb taut auf ladeten bie 9KäbdE)en, 
Saut auf ladeten bie Snaben, e§ l^iett ben Saud^ fid^ ber Sitte. 

16 galten tiefe id^ ben ^ut öor SSertegen^cit, unb ba§ ©elidier 
Säuerte fort unb fort, foöiet fie audE) fangen unb fpietten. 
Unb id^ eitte befd^ämt unb öerbriefetid^ mieber nad^ ^aufe, 
^ängte ben JRocf in ben ©darauf unb jog bie ^aare l^erunter 
2Rit ben gingem unb fd^mur, nid^t mel^r ju betreten bie 

20 ©d^mette. 

Unb id^ l^atte mo^t red^t; benn eitet finb fie unb tiebto§, 
UVib id^ l^öre, no^ ^eife'id^ bei i^nen immer 2:amino. 

S)a toerfe^te bie 3)iutter: S)u follteft, ^ermann, fo tauge 
3Rit ben Sinbern nid^t jürnen; benn Äinber finb fie ja 
25 fämttid^. f^ ^- ' 

SKind^en fürma^r ift gut unb mar bir immer gemogen; 
Sßeutid^ fragte fie nod^ nad^ bir. S)ie fottteft bu mähten. 

S)a terfefete bebcnflid^ ber ©ol^n; ^ä) meife nid^t, cS 

prägte 
80 3encr Serbrufe fid^ f tief bei mir ein, id^ möd^te fürmal^r nid^t 
©ie am ^tabiere mel^r fel^n unb il^re Siebd^en bemel^men. 



22 $erntannunb!S)orot]^ea. 

©od^ bcr SJatcr ful^r auf unb fprod^ bie jornigcn SBorte: 
SBenig grcub' erleb' ic^ an bir! ^ij fagt'eg bod^ immer, 
Sttö bu }u 5ßf erben nur unb Suft nur bejeigteft jum Sldfer: 
SBa§ ein JhtedE)f fd^on bcrrid^tet be§ mol^Ibegüterten 9Jlanne§, 
2:]^uft bu; inbeffen mu§ ber SSater be§ ©ol^neS entbel^ren, 
S)er i^m jur Gl^re bod^ aud§ bor anbercn Sürgem fid^ äeigte. 
Unb fo töufdE)te mid^ frül^ mit leerer Hoffnung bie SRutter, 
SBenn in ber ©d^ute ba§ Sefcn unb ©d^reiben unb Semen 

bir niemote 
SBie ben anbern gelang unb bu immer ber unterfte fafeeft. 10 
greitid^, ba§ lommt ba^er, njenn ©l^rgefül^t nid^t im Sufen 
@ine§ ;3üngtinge§ lebt, unb menn er nid^t l^ö^er l^inauf xdxü. 
^üüt mein SSater geforgt für mid^, fo mie id^ für bid^ tl^at, 
SJtid^ jur ©d^ute gefenbet unb mir bie Seigrer gel^atten, 
^a, \i) njöre maS anber§ at§ SBirt jum gotbenen Sömen. 15 

316er ber ©ol^n ftanb auf unb na^te fid^ fd^meigenb ber 

2:l)üre. 
ßangfam unb ol^ne (SeräufdE); allein ber SSater, entrüftet, 
SRief i^m nad^: ©0 ge!^e nur !^in ! id^ fenne ben S^ropopf. 
(Sel^'unb fü^re fortan bie SBirtfd)aft, ba% \ä) nic^t fd^elte; 20 
Slber benfe nur nid^t, bu moHteft ein böurifd^eö SRöbd^en 
3e mir bringen in§ ^au§ oI§ ©dfmiegertod^ter, bie 2:rutte ! 
Sänge l^ab' \^ gelebt unb tt)ei§ mit SJfenfd^en ju l^onbeln, 
SBei| ju bett)irten bie ^erren unb grauen, bafe fie jufricben 
Son mir ttjegge^n; id^ xotx^ ben gremben gefällig ju 25 

fd^meid^eln. 
Slber fo foß mir benn aud^ ein ©d^miegertöd^terd^en enbtid^ 
SBieberbcöegiieiunibfomirbie biete 3KüI)e Derfüfeen; 
©pieten foß fie mir aud^ ba§ Slaöier; e§ follen bie fd^önften, 
93eften Seute ber ©tabt fidE) mit SSergnügen berfammetn, 30 
SBie e§ ©onntag§ jgef d^iel^t im ^aufe be§ 9tad^bar§. S)a brüdEte 
Seife bcr ©ol^n auf bie Slinfe, unb fo Vertiefe er bie ©tube. 



® I) a l i a« 



N 



$ie Surger. 

Sltfo cnttoid^ ber befd^eibenc ©o^n ber l^cftigcn SRebe; 
W)tx ber SSater fu^r in ber Slrt fort, tüie er 6egonnen: 
SBa§ im SKetifd^eu nid^t ift, fommt oud^ nid^t au§ il^m, unb 

fd^merticl^ 
5 SBirb micl§ be§ l^eritid^ften SBunfc^e§ Erfüllung jemot^ er:= 

freuen, 
S)a6 ber ©ol^n bem SSater nid^t gteid^ fei, f pnbern ein beßrer. 
S)enn ma§ märe ba§ §au§, maS märe bie ©tabt, menn nid^t 

immer 
10 Qfeber gebädE)te mit Suft, ju ermatten unb ju crueuen 

Unb }u berbeffem aud^, mie bie 3cit un§ le^rt unb ba§ 9lu§:^ 

knb ! 
©ott bodE) nid^t aU ein ^ilj ber SKenfd^ bem ©oben ent- 

mad^fen 
16 Unb Verfaulen gefd^minb an bem $ßta|e, ber i^n erjeugt l^nt, 
Steine ©pur nai^Iaffenb Don feiner lebenbigen SBirfung. 
©iel^t man am ^aufe bod^ gteid^ fo beutlid^, me§ ©inne^ ber 

^err fei, 
SBie man ia$ ©täbtd^en betretenb bie Dbrigfeiten beurteilt; 

23 
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Senn too bie Sürme berfaden unb äRauem, mo in ben 

®röbctt 
Unrat fid^ Raufet unb Unrat auf allen ®affen l^erumltegt, 
93o ber @tein au^ ber ^iiQt ftc^ rüdt unb ntd^t mieber ge^ 

fc^t-Äirb, 6 

SSo ber 93alfen berfault unb ba^ ^au§ üergeblid^ bie neue 
Untcrftü^ung erwartet : ber Ort ift übel regieret. 
3)cnn too nid^t immer bon oben bie Drbnuug unb 9leinüd^:= 

feit mirlet, 
S)a gemöl^nct fid^ teid^t ber S3ürger ju fd^mu^igcm ©oumfal, lo 
SBie ber Settter fid^ aud^ an lumpige Sfleiber gemö^net. 
®arum f)ab* id^ gemünfd^tr e§ f oHe ftd^ ^ermann auf Steifen 
93alb begeben unb fel^n jum menigftcn Strafeburg unb 

granffurt, 
Unb baS freunbüd^e SRannl^eim, ba§ gleid^ unb l^eiter ge- 10 

baut Vt. 
S)enn lüer bie ©täbte gefe^n, bie großen unb reinlid^en, 

ru^t nid^t, 
S^ünftig bie SSatcrftabt fetbft, f Kein fie aud^ fei, ju berjieren. 
Sobt nid^t ber grcmbe bei un§ bie au^gebefferten "iS^oxt 20 
Unb ben gemeinten 2:urm unb bie tüol^terneucrtc Sird^e? 
Stürmt nid^t jeber ba§ 5ßf(after? bie wafferreid^en, öerbedEten, 
SBo^Iberteilten Sandte, bie Sinken unb Sid^er^eit bringen, 
S)afe bem geucr fogleid^ beim erften 9lu§brud^ gemehrt fei? 
5$ft ba§ nid^t alle§ gefd^el^n feit jenem fd^recflid^en ©raube ? 26 
Saul^err mar id^ fed^ömat im 9lat unb ^abe mir Seifall, 
§übe mir ^erjüd^en ®anf Don guten Siirgern öerbienet, 
SäaS id^ angab, emfig betrieben unb fo auc^ bie Stnftalt 
9teblid§er SKänner bottfü^rt, bie fie unbottenbet berliefeen. 
80 fam enblid^ bie Suft in icbe§ SRitgüeb beg diatt^. 30 

Stttte beftrcben fid^ je^t, unb fd^on ift ber neue ©l^auffcebau 
Seft befd^Ioffen, ber unö mit ber großen ©trafee berbinbet. 
Aber id^ furchte nur fel^r, fo ipirb bie ^ugenb nid^t l^anbeln. 
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5)cnn bie einen, fie benlen auf Suft unb bergängüd^en ^u^ 

nur; 
SInbere l^oien ju §au8 unb brüten l^ntcr bem Ofen. 
Unb, baS fürd^f id^, ein fold^cr tt>irb ^ermann immer mir 
bleiben. 

Ünb e§ berfe^te fogleid^ bie gute, öcrftänbige SRutter: 
3mmer bift bu bod^. SSatcr, f o ungered^t gegen ben ©ol^n ! 

unb 
©0 mirb am mcnigftcn bir bein SBunfd^ be§ ®uten erfüllet. 

10 3)enntt)ir fönnen bie ^inbernad^ unferm Sinne nid^t formen; 
@o tt)ie ®ott fie un§ gab, fo mu§ man fie I)aben unb lieben, 
@ie crjieljen auf^ befte unb jegtid^en laffen gcmäl^ren. 
3)enn ber eine l^at bie, bie anberen anbere ®aben; 
3eber brandet fie, unb jeber ift boc^ nur auf eigene SBeife 

lö Out unb gtifdtlid^. 3d^ laffe mir meinen ^ermann nid^t 

f dielten; 
®enn, id^ tüeife eS, er ift ber Oüter, bie er bereinft erbt, 
SBert unb ein trefflid^er SBirt, ein SRufter ©ürgern unb 

S3auem 

20 Unb im State gemife, id^ fel^ e§ t)orau§, nid^t ber le^te. 

Slber täglid^ mit ©dielten unb 2:abctn l^emmft bu bei^ 9Irmen >T\ 
Sllen SDJut in ber 99ruft, fo mie bu e§ ^eutc getl^an ^aft. 
Unb fie Verliefe bie ©tube fogleid^ unb eitte bem ©ol^n nad^, 
Saß fie i^n irgenbttjo fönb* unb il^n mit gütigen SBorten 

26 SBieber erfreute; benn er, ber treffKd^e ©o^n, er öerbient' eg. 

Söd^elnb fagte barauf, fobatb fie l^inmeg mar, ber Satcr: 
©inb bod^ ein munbertic^ SSotf bie SBeiber f o lüie bie Siinber ! 
3[ebe§ lebet fo gern nad^ feinem eignen 93etieben, 
Unb man fottte l)emadf| nur immer loben unb ftreid^eln. 
80 Ennmat für allemat gilt ba§ ma^re ©prüd^Iein ber 2(Iten: 
SBer nid^t öormärtS ge^t, ber lommt jurüdEe. @o bleibt eS. 
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Uttb c§ öcrfc^tc barauf bcr äpot^clcr bcbäd^tig: 
®cVnc gebMd^ c» ju, ^crr Sßad^bar, unb fcl^c mid^ immer 
©ctbft nad^ bcm Scffercn um, mofem e§ nid^t teuer, bod§ 

ueu ift; 
Slber l^ilft e§ fürlüal^r, »enn man nidE)t bie gütte be§ ®elb§ 5 

^at, 
XijäixQ unb rül^rig ju fein unb innen unb au^en ju beffern ? 
9?ur }u fe^r ift ber Süröer befdEiränIt; ha^ ®ute öermag er 
SWid^t ju erlangen, njenn er e§ lennt; ju fd)tt)ad^ ift fein 

SJeutet, 10 

2)a§ Sebürfni§ ju grofe; fo toirb er immer gel^inbert. 
9Kond^e§ l^ätt'id^ gci^an; aßein toer fd^eut nid^t bie Soften 
©otdEier SScränbrung, bef onberS in^iefen gefä^rtid^en Seiten ! 
Sänge tadele mir fd^on mein ^au§ im mobifd£|en Sleibd^en, 
Sänge glänsten burd^au§ mit großen ©d^eiben bie genfter; 16 
9lber mer tl^ut bem Staufmann e§ nad^, ber bei feinem SSer= 

mögen 
9tud^ bie SBege nod^ lennt, auf njetd^en ba§ ©efte ju l)aben ? . 
©c^t nur ba§ §au§ an ba brüben, ba§ neue ! SBie präd^tig 

in grünen 20 

gelbem bie ©tudEatur ber meinen ©dE|nörfeI fid^ aufnimmt ! 
®ro| finb bie JCafetn ber genfter; mic glönjen unb fpiegeln 

bie ©d^eiben, 
S)a6 berbunlett ftel^n bie übrigen ^äufer be§ 9Jfarfte§ ! 
Unb bod) maren bie unfern gleid^ nad^ bcm SJranbe bie 26 

fc^önften, 
S)ie Slpot^ele jum ©nget fo mie.ber golbenc Söme. 
©0 mar mein ©arten audE) in ber ganjen ©egenb berühmt, unb 
Seber Slcifenbe ftanb unb fa!^ burd^ bie roten ©tadfeten 
9?ad^ ben Settlern t)on ©tein unb nad^ ben farbigen ßnjergen. so 
SBem id^ ben Saffee bann gar in bem l^errlid^en ©rottenloerl 

reid^te, 
5)a§ nun freilid^ berftaubt unb l^atb öerfaKen mir bafte^t. 
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S)er erfreute pd^ ^oi) bcä farbig fd^tmmemben Std^teS 
©d^ön georbneter SKufd^eln; unb mit geblenbetem 9luge 
Staute ber Senner felbft ben 931ciglanj ijnb bie Soratten. 
®ben fo toati in bem ©aote bie SRalerei oud^ betounbert, 
5 SBo bie ge<)u^ten Ferren unb ©amen im ©arten fpa5ieren 
Unb mit fpifeigen Swgem bie 93Iumen reid^en unb ^Iten. 
So» toer fä^e baS je^t nur nod^ an ! ^6) gcl^e öerbriegtici^ 
Saum mel^r l^inaug; benn atte^ foff anberS fein unb ge* 

fd^madEt)o(Ir 

10 SBie fie'ö l^ei^en, unb meife bie Satten unb ^ötjemen 95änle; 
8ÖIc§ ift einfad^ unb glatt; nid^t ©d^ni^mcrl ober SSergoIbung 
SBiß man mel^r, unb eS loftet ha^ frcmbe ^olj nun am meiften. 
S?un, id^ tüär^cS jufrieben, mir aud^ tt)a§ 9?euc§ ju fd^affen, 
Sud^ JU gcl^n mit ber 3cit unb oft ju bcränbem ben §au§rat; 

16 Stber e§ fürd^tct fid^ j[cber, aud^ nur ju rüdEcn ba^ Steinfte. 
S)enn totx öermöd^te mol^t iefet bie 2Crbcit§Ieutc ju jal^ten ? 
Sieutid^ fam mir'§ in ©inn, ben ©nget SKid^acI njieber, 
S)cr mir bie Offijin bejcid^net, tjcrgotben ju laffen, 
Unb ben gräulid^en iBrad^en, ber il^m ju %ü^tn fid^ minbct; 

20 Slber id^ Ke^ il^n öcrbräunt, mie er ift; mid§ fd^redfte bie 

gorbrung. 



(Suterpe. 



8Ifo \pxaäftn bic SRöttncr ftd^ unter^attcnb. ®tc SJiuttcr 
®infl ittbcffcn, bcn ©o^n crft toor bem ©aufc ju fud^cn, 
8luf bcr ftcinerncn ©auf, ttjo fein gctoö^Iid^er @i^ toax. 
Ate fic bafclbft il^n nid^t fanb, fo ging fic im ©tattc jn 

fd^aucn, 6 

Db er bic l^crrlid^cn Sßfcrbc, bic ^engfte, felber bef orgtc, 
5)ic er aU Sohlen gclauft unb bic er niemanb Vertraute. 
Unb c^ fagtc ber Shicd^t: ®r ift in ben ©arten gegangen. 
3)a burd^fd^ritt fie bcl^cnbe bic langen, boppetten ^öfe, 
Sicfe bic ©tätte jurüdf unb bic tüo^tgcäintmertcn ©d^ennen, lo 
Irat in ben ®arten, ber meit bi§ an bic 3Kauem bcS 

©täbtd^en§ 
JRcid^te, fd^ritt i^n l^inburd^ unb freute fid^ jegtid^cS SBad^g^^ 

'tum§, 
©teßte bic ©tilgen jured^t^ ouf benen belabcn bie älftc is 

Stuften be§ SlpfetbaumS, mie be§ 93imbaumg taftenbc 

Steige, 
3?a^m gleid^ einige 9laut)en bom fröftig ftro^enben Äol^I 

tneg; 

28 
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S)enn ein gcfd^äftigeS SSäcib t^ut leine ©d^rittc öergeben^. 

9Kfo tt)or fic an§ @nbe be§ tangen ®arten§ gclommcn 

8i§ jur ßaube mit ®ei§Hatt bebecft; nid^t fanb fie ben ©o^n 

5 ®6en fo toenig ote fie bi§ je^t i^n im ®arten erblicfte. 
9tber nnr angelel^nt »ar ba§ 5ßförtd^en, ba§ ou§ ber Saube 
äuS bcfonbcrer ©unft burd^ bie Wlautx be§ ©täbt(3§cnS ge^» 

brod^en 
^otte ber SH^nl^err cinft, ber »ürbige SBurgemeifter. 

10 Unb fo ging fie bequem ben trodfenen OraBcii l^inüber, 
SBo an ber ©trafee fogteid^ ber mol^tumsäunete SBeinberg 
9(ufftieg fteiteren 5Pfab§, bie gtöd^e jur ©onne gefel^ret. 
?lud^ ben fd^ritt fie l^inauf unb freute ber güHe ber Irauben 
©id^ im ©teigen, bie laum fid^ unter ben ©tattern Verbargen. 

lö ©d^attig mar unb ithtdt ber ^o^t mittlere Saubgang, 
3)en man auf ©tufen erftieg t)on unbehauenen statten. 
Unb ei^ fingen l^erein Outebet unb 9Ku§fateIIer, 
JRötlid^ btaue bancben bon ganj befonberer ®rö§e, 
Wit mit Steiße gepf(anät, ber ©äfte Sßad^tifd^ ju jieren. 

20 ?lber ben übrigen 99erg bebecften einjetne ©tödEe, 

Kleinere Jrauben tragenb, Don benen ber löfttid^e SBein 

fommt. 
Sllfo fd^ritt fie hinauf, fid^ fd^on be§ §erbfte§ erfreuenb 
Unb be§ fefttid^en lagä, an bem bie ®egenb im gubct 

26 Jrauben liefet unb tritt unb ben SWoft in bie gäffer ber^* 

fammett, 
geuermerle be§ 5tbenb? t)on aßen Orten unb ©üben 
Sendeten unb Inatten unb fo ber (Smten fd^önfte geehrt mirb. 
S)oc^ unruhiger ging fie, nad^bem fie bem ©o^tre gerufen 

80 3tDei* oud^ brcimat, unb nur ba§ ®d^o öietfad^ jurüdEfam, 
S)a§ Don ben ijürmen ber ©tabt, ein fe^r gefd^mö^igeS, 

^erllang. 
^f)n ju fuc^en, ttjar il^r fo fremb; er entfernte ftc^ niemat? \ 
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SBeit, er fagf cS i^r bcnn, um ju tocrl^üten bic ©orgc 
©einer tiebcnben Sßutter unb il^re gurci^t öor bem Unfall. 
Slber fie l^offte noä) ftct§, il^n bod^ auf bem SBege ju finben; 
S)enn bie SEpren, bie untre, fonjic bic ofcre be§ SBeinberg§ 
©tauben gleid^faHS offen. Unb f o nun trat fie in§ gelb ein, ö 
S)a§ mit tüciter glöd^e ben SRücfen beS ^ügete bcbcdte. 
Smmer noc^ manbette fie auf eigenem Soben unb freute, 
©id^ ber eigenen ©aat unb be§ l^errlid^ nidenben Some§, 
3)a§ mit gotbener Sraft fid^ im ganjen gelbe bcmegtc. 
3tütfci§en ben ^dEem fd^ritt fie l^inburd^ auf bem SRaine ben lo 

gufepfab, 
ipatte btn Simbaum im Singe, ben großen, ber auf bem 

©üget 
©taub, bic (ärenjc ber getber, bie il^rem ^aufe gehörten. 
SBer i^n gepf(an5t, man fonnf e§ nid^t njtffen. (£r ttjar in 15 

ber ®egenb 
SBeit unb breit gefel^n unb berül^mt bie grüd^tc be§ 95aume§. 
Unter i^m pflegten bie ©d^nitter be§ 9Jfa]^I§ fid^ ju freuen 

am SKittag 
Unb bie ^irtcn be^ SSie]^§ in feinem ©d^atten ju märten; 20 
S3änlc fanben fie ba Don ro^en ©teinen unb Stafen. 
Unb flc irrete nid^t; bort fa| il^r ^ermann unb rul^te, 
©a| mit bem Slrme geftü^t unb fd^ien in bie (äegenb ju 

fd^auen 
3enfeit§nad^ bem ®ebirg; er Icl^rte ber SKutter ben StüdEen. 25 
©ad^te fd^Iid^ fie l^inan unb rü^rt^ i^m leife bie ©c^ulter. 
Unb er tt)anbte fid^ fd^nell; ba fal^ fie i^m 2:^ränen im Singe. 

SWutter, fagt' er betroffen, ^l^r überrafd^t mid^ ! Unb eilig 
XrodEnet' er ab bie 2:!^räne, ber Jüngling eblen (Sefü^leg. 
SBic? bu tt)cincft, mein ©ol^n? berfe^te bic SWuttcr be:= so 

troffen. 

^aran fenn'ic^ bid^ nid^t; td^ l^abc ba? niemali^ erfal^ren. 



^ettitann unb !£)orot^ea. 31 

©ag*, xoa^ ficHcmmt bir ba§ ^cr j ? »aä tretfit bicl§, etnfam 

ju fi^ctt 
Unter bem Birnbaum l^ier? ma§ bringt bir Zf^x'dmxi tn§ 

«uge? 

6 Unb e§ nal^m ftd^ jufammen ber trefflid^e ^üngting unb 

fagtc: 
SBa^rlid^, bem ift fein ^erj im eisernen 93ufen, ber je^D 
Sßid^t bie 9t ot ber SKenfd^en, ber umgetriebnen, empfinbet; 
S)em ift lein ©inn in bem Raupte, ber nid^t um fein eigene§ 

Unb um be§ 3Satertanb§ SBol^I in biefen Jagen bemmmert. 
SBa§ id^ ^eute gefc^n unb gehört, ba§ rül^rte ba§ ^crj mir; 
Unb nun ging id^ l^erau§ unb \^ bie ^crrlid^e^eite 
Sanbfd^aft, bie fic^ öor un§ in ^i^j^ate^^gein uml^er 

©q]^ bie gotbene grud^t ben '®aruat entaegen pd^ neigeil 
Unb ein reid^üd^e^ Dbft un§ botte Stammcni t|erfpred^cn. 
9tber, ad^ ! xd\t nal^ ift ber geinb ! S)ie ^ülenbeS SRI^eineÖ 
©d^ü^en un§ ätnar; bod^, ad^! n)a§ finb nun gtuten unb 

20 S3ergc 

Senem fd^redEIid^en SSoIfe, ba0 tnic ein (äemitter bal^erjie^t ! 
®enn fie rufen jufammen ^yx^ allen ©nben bie ^ugenb 
SBie ba^ 9ttter unb bringen gen)attig öor, unb bie SWengc 
©d^eut ben lob nid^t; e§ bringt gtcirf) nad^ ber SRenge bie 

25 2J?'»-nge. 

2td^! unb ein S)eutfd^er magt, in feinem ©aufe ju blei^p^^^^, i 
^offt tjietteid^t ju entgelten bem aKe§ bebrol^enben Unfott ? 
Siebe SRutter, id^ fag'®ud^, am l^eutigen 2:age öerbriefet mid^, (^ 

Dofe man mid^ neulid^ entfd^utbigt, alä man bie ©treitenben^^-^ ''■ 

80 au§Ia§ <y^'^^J- 

Slu§ ben bürgern. fJüttüal^r, id^ bin ber einjige ©ofin nur, 



Unb bie SBirtfd^aft ift groß unb tt)id^tig unfer ©etfitcrfiT;"''^ ' 



\ 
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S(ber to'ca^ii) ntd^t beffer, ju totberfte^en ba Dome 

9(n ber ®retijc, at§ l^ier ju crtüartcn Stcnb unb ftncd^tfc^aft ? 

3a, mir l^at c3 bcr ®^ijt acfagt, unb im inncrftcn Sufcn 

9tcgt fi(]§ SKut unb SKgtcr, bcm SJatcrIanbc ju leben 

Unb ju ftcrbctt unb anbcm ein »ürbigeä Seifpiel 5?J|c^- ß 

SBa^rtid^, toäre bie ffraft bcr bcutfci^cn 3hMSp^ beifaroftnen 

8ln ber ®renje, öerbiinbet, nid^t nad^^gcbcnben gremben, 

D, fie follten un§ nid^t ben ^errli^en ©oben betreten ^^^^^^ 

Unb bor unferen äugen bic Srüd^te be§ Sanbe§ öe^^^teu^^"^^ 

SKid^t ben STOännem gebieten unb rauben SBeiber unb lo 

3Röbc^en ! 
©e^ct, SKuttcr, mir ift im tiefften ^erjen befd^toffen 
SSalb JU t^un unb gleid^, ma§ red^t mir beud^t unb öerftänbig; 

" S)enn mer tauge bebenft, ber »äl^It nid^t immer baö Scfte. 
©e^et, id^ merbe nid^t ttjieber nad^ ^aufe feieren; öon l^ier 15 

auS 

/ ®tffid) geraVin bic ©tabt unb übergebe ben Negern 
S)iefen 2lrm unb bie§ ^erj, bem SSatertanbc ju bienen. 

©ogc ber SSater Oj^^ggJV 9p ^^^^ ^^^ ®^^^ ®efü^I mir 

Slud§ ben 99ufcn oelebt unb ob id^ nid^t ^öl^er l^inauf miK ! 20 



S)a öerfe^tc bcbeutenb bie gute, öerftänbige SRutter, 
©titte 2::^rnncn öergie|enb, fie famen il^r teid^tlid^ in§ äuge: 
©ol^n, n)a§ ^at fid^ in bir öerönbcrt unb bcinem Oemüte^'^^^'^*-^' 
S)a^ bu JU beiner SKuttcr nid^t rebeft mic geftcrn unb immcr,^^ 
Offen unb frei, unb fagft, toaS bcinen SBünfd^en gemäß' i|t? '25 
§örtc jefet ein brttter bid^ reben, er mürbe fürma^r bid^ 
^öd^Iid^ toben unb beinen ©ntfc^tuß ai^ ben ebetften preifcn, 
S)urd^ beiij SBort öerfü^rt unb bcine bebeutenbcn 3Jeben, 
^o(S) \ä) toiSfc oid^ nur; benn fie^, id^ fenne bic^ beffer: 
3)u berbirgft bcin ^erj unb l^aft ganj anbre ®ebanfen. 30 

S)enn id§ meiß e§, bid^ ruft nid^t bie 2:rommet, ' nid^t bie 

2^rompetc, 




^erntatttt ttttb i>oxoi^ta. S3 

9t\6)i b^^rft bu ju fd^cincn in bcr äRotitut t)or bcn 

S)cnTi cS ift bcinc Scftimmung, fo ttiaaer unb brat) bu oud^ 

5 SSol^I ju ))etn)a$re]n ba3 $aud unb ftiSe baiS gelb gu 6e^ 

S)arum fagc mit frei: mag bringt bid^ ju bicfcr ®ntfque|ung ? 

(Kmftl^oft fogtc l)cr @o^n: S^r irret, SKutter. ©n tag ift 
9?id^t bcm onberen gtcid^. 3)er ^üngting reifet jum SKanne; 

10 »effer im ftißeg^^reiljL^^ i"^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ i"^ ®eräut2|f^^^ 
SBilben, fqtSanlenben Scbcng, baS mand^en Jüngling Der* 

iJcr^at. 
Unb fo ftitt id^ aud^ bin unb mar, fo l^at in ber 93ruft mir 
S)od^ fid^ gebilbct ein ^crj, ba§ Unrcd^t l^affet unb Unbitt, -^^ [/^^ i ij^ 

15 Unb ic^ toerftcl^e rcd§t gut, bie ttjettlid^en ®inge ju fonbem; ^ 

Slud^ l^at bic 9lrbeit ben Slrm unb bie %vS^t möd^tig gc« 

ftärlet. 
«tte^, ftt^f(^^J[ft wa^r; id^ barf e§ K^ntid^ behaupten. 
Unb bod^ tabctt ^x mid^ mit Siedet, o SKutter, unb babt mid^ ^. ^^ 

20 8luf l^albmobrcn SBorten ertappt unb l^alber SJerftctuing/"^ ' ' 
S)enn, gcftKyid^ eö nur, nid^t ruft bie no^c Oefal^r mid^ ,^ , '- 
8ltt^ bem ipaufc bcSSoter^ unb nid^t ber l^ol^c ®ebanfC' 
SWeinem Saterlanb ^uftjn^ Ju fein unb fd^redtlid^ bcn Seinben. 
SBorte maren cä nur, bie id^ fprad^, fie f oHten öor @ud^ nur 

26 SKcine ©efül^Ie öerftedten, bie mir bai^ ^crj jerrei^en. 
Un^oMt mid^, o SRuttcr ! 3)enn ba i^ tjergebtid^e SBfinfd^e 
^cgcimSBufcn, f o mag aud^ mein Scben öergeblid^ bal^in ge-^n. 
5{)enn id§ n)ei| t^ rec^t mol^I: ber eingelne fd^abet fid^ felber, 
S)er fid^ l^ingibt, menn fid^ nid^t alle jum ®anjen beftreben. 

80 Saläre nur fort, fo fagte barauf bie t^erftänbige SRutter, 
%Sjt% mir JU erjäl^Ien, ba§ ®rö|te kpie bai^ ®eringfte; 
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2)enn bie äRöimer ftnb l^eftig unb benfen nur immer bad 

Scfetc, 
Unb bie ^inbemiS i^^^b)^^ l^eftigen leidet bon bem SSege; 
aber ein SBcib ift ^^li^E^uf SRittel m ^}}^^^^f ^^^ toanbelt 
9luci^ ben Umweg, gef d^idt ju il^rem S&c^ju adangen. 6 
©age mir oßc§ bo^er, ttarum bu fo l^eftig bcroiegtbiftr 
Sßie ic^ bid^ niema(^ gefel^n, unb bai^ 99Iut bir toaüi in ben 

«bem, 
SBibcr SBiffen bie S^^röne bem äuge fic^ bringt ju entftürjen. 

3)a überließ jid^ bem ©d^merje ber gute Süngling unb lo 

meinte, 
SBeinte laut on ber Sruft ber SKutter unb fprod^ fo ermeid^et: 
SSa^rlid^, bei^ 93aterS äSort ^at l^eute mid^ hönlenb ge^^ 

troffen, 
2)a§ id^ niemals t)erbient, nid^t l^eut unb feinen ber ^age. 15 
®cnn bie ©Item ju e^ren mor frü^ mein SiebfteS, unb nie* 

manb 
©d^ien mir Ilüger ju fein unb toeifer, alS bie mid^ erjeugten 
Unb mit (Srnft mir in bunleler Stxt ber ^nbl^eit geboten. 
SSiete§ hab^xdb fürn^gbr öon meinen ®efpiclen gebulbet, 20 

SBenn fie mit '^üdfe tmr oft ben juten SBitten bejjjglten, >' ' ^ 
Oftmals l^ab'id^ an il^nen nid^t SBurf noc^ Streiche gerod^en^^^^^i^ 
9tber fpottcten fie mir ben SJater au§, menn er ©onntagS 
SluS ber S'ird^e fam mit mürbig beböd^tigem Schritte, 
Sad^ten fie über baS 99anb ber SRü^e, bie 9}Iumen beS 25 

©d^IafrodES, 

®en er fo ftoWj^^ ^^JS^^^^V^^^^^^^ berfd^enlt ttjarb: 
gürd^tertid^ ballte fidggfeici^ bife ^Suft mir, mit grimmigem 

SBüten ^, i^ 

gicl id^ fie an unb fd^tug ^'^^Jff^^ niit btinbem beginnen, so 
Dl^ne JU feigen, wo^in; pe l^cuttfen mit blutigen SRafcn 
Unb cntriffen ftd^ laum ben mütenben Stritten unb ©dalägen. 
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Unb fo tüud)^ \6) ^txan, um öiel öom SSater ju bulbeit, 
®er ftatt anberer mid^ gar oft mit SBorten l^erum nal^m, 
SBenn bei SRat il^m SSerbru^ in ber legten 8i^ung erregt 

6 Unb iä) oüfte bÄt ©treit unb bie ^önlc feiner Soffegen.^:^^'*^''« 
Oftmals l^abt 3^r mid| felbft bebauert; benn öieleS ertrug id^, 
@tet§ in ®ebanfen ber ©Item öon ^erjen ju el^renbe SBo^I== 

tl^at, 
S)ie nur finnen, für un§ ju meieren bie $ab' unb bie ®üter, 

10 Unb fid^ felber 9Kand^e§ entjiel^n, um ju fparen ben Sinbem. 
Silber, adE| ! nidEjt ba§ ©paren allein, um fpät ju genießen, 
aWac^t baä ®Iücf, eä mad^t ni^t bag ®Iüd ber ^aufe beim 

,. ^ Raufen, 

^iijt ber 2ldEer am 2lcfer, f o f d^ön fidE| bie (Süter aud^ fdEjIie^en. 

15 ®enn ber SSater wirb alt, unb mit i^m altem bie ©öl^ne 
D^ne bie Sreube be§ Za%^ unb mit ber ©orge für morgen, 
©ogt mir unb fd^auet l^inab, wie l^errlid^ liegen bie fd^önen, 
Steid^en ©ebreite nid^t ba unb unten SBeinberg unb ©orten, 
S)ort bie ©qeiinJn unb ©tälle, bie'fd^öne JRei^e ber ®üter; 

20 8lber fel^MdE} bann bort ba§ ^interl^auS, too an bem ®iebel 
©id^ ba§ gcnfter un§ jeigt öon meinem ©tübdEjen im "^aijt, 
S)enF id^ bie ß^^en jurüdE, wie mand^e SRadE|t idE| ben SKonb 

fd^on 
S)ort erwartet unb fd^on fo mand^en SKorgen bie ©onne, 

25 SBenn ber gefuube ©d^Iaf mir nur wenige ©tunben genügte, 
8ld^ ! ba lommt mir fo einfam öor wie bie Jfammer 1)er ^of 

unb 
©arten, ba§ ^crrlic^e gelb, ba§ über hie ^gcl fid^ l^inftredEt; 
2lIIe§ liegt fo öbe öor mir: idE| ent^^re ber ©attin. ^--^^ 

30 S)a antwortete brauf bie gute SKutter öerftönbig: 

©ol^n, mel^r wünfd^eft bu nid^t bie 93raut in bie Jtammer ju 

fül^ren, 
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®a| bir mcrbc bic 3la(fft jur fd^öticti ^ätftc bcS ßcftcniS, 
Unb bie Slrbeit be§ Jag^ bir freier unb eigener tocrbe, 
Site ber SSater t^ iDüttfd^t unb bie SKutter. SBir ^aben bir 

immer 
Bugerebet, [a bid^ getrieben, ein Wdbdftn ju tüdf)Un, 6 

Slber mir ift e§ belannt, unb je^o fagt c§ baä ^crj mir: 
SäJenn bie ©tnnbe nid^t lommt, bie redete, toenn nid^t ba§ 

' redete 
3Käbd|en jnr @tunbe fid^ 5eigt, fo bleibt ba§ SBä^ten im 

tt)eiten, lo 

Unb e§ »irlet bie gurd^t, bie falfd^e ju greifen, am meiftcn. 
©oll id^ bir fagen, mein ©ol^n, fo ^aft bu, id^ glaube, gc« 

tt)ä^Iet; 
S)enn bein $erj ift getroffen unb mebr afö^ jgn)ö|^ntid^ tm^ 

p^irmi^"^ 15 

©og^eä gerab'nur l^erau^, benn mir fd^on fagt e^ bic ©ecle: 
3ene§ SKäbc^en ift^g, ba§ Vertriebene, bic bu gctoäl^tt l^aft. . 

Siebe SKutter, ^l^r fagt^§! berfefcte lebl^aft ber ©ol^n 

brauf. 
Qa, fie ift'§, unb fül^r^ id^ fie nid^t al§ 33raut mir nad^ 20 

$aufe 
|)eute nod^, jiel^et fie fort, bcrfd|tt)inbet bicHcid^t mir auf 

immer 
3n ber SSermirrung be§ S8ricg§ unb im traurigen ^in^ unb 

/ / <..§eräie^n: ,4^,^, ';. ^25 

Sßutter, emig umfonft'g^beil^t mir bie reid^e 93!eji^ung 
©ann bor Singen, umfonft finb lunftige ^af)xt mir frud^t^ 

bar. 
3a, baS gemol^nte ^au§ unb ber ©arten ift mir jutt)iber; 
Sld^ ! unb bie Siebe ber 3Kutter, fie felbft nid^t tröftet ben so 

Strmen. 
3)enn e§ löfct bic Siebe, ba§ fül^f ic^, ieglid^c Sanbe, 
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SBctttt fte bie irrigen Inüpft; unb nid^t bag SKäbd^cn allein 

löfet ^ 

aSatcr uttb aKuttcr jurücf, totnn ftc bcm crmöl^Icten 3Kann 

folgt; 
6 %i(S) bcr 3ünßltnß, er \r>tx^ nid^tS mc^r bon SKutter unb 

SSatcr, 
SBcnn er bo§ SRöbd^en fic^t, ba§ einjtggeliebte, baöon jiel^n. 
S)arum laffet mic^ ge^n, too^n bie S8er5tt)eif(img mic^ an^ 

treibt. 
10 S)enn mein SSater, er l^at bie cntfd^eibenben SBorte gefprod^en, 
Unb fein ^auS ift nid^t me^r ba^ meine, tt)enn er ba§ 

aßöb^en 
Slu^fd^tie^t, ba§ id^ allein nad^ $au§ ju führen begel^re.^ 

S)a berfefete betjen^ Die gute, öerftönbige SRutter: ^1 

15 ©teilen »ie gclfen bod^ jtt)ei SKönner gegen einanber ! 
Unbemegt unb ftolj tt)itt feiner bem anbern fid| nähern, 
Jteiner jum guten SBorte, bem erften, bie QuuQt bewegen. 
S)amm fag id^ bir, ©o^n: nod^ lebt bie Hoffnung in meinem 
^erjen, baß er fie bir, menn fie gut unb Oraö ift, tjerloOe,/^^^^'*^ 

20 Öbgleid^ arm, fo entfd^icben er aud^ bie Strmc öerfogt t)at. 
S)enn er rebet gar mand^e§ in feiner l^eftigen 9trt an^, 
S)o§ er bod} nid^t öoHbringt; fo gibt er aud^ ju ha^ SSer== 

fagte. 
9lbcr ein gutei^ SBort verlangt er unb lonn e§ Verlangen; 

26 S)enn er ift SSater ! 9lud^ toiffen tt)ir tDO% fein 3ont ift 

nad| Jifc^e, 
SBo 5t l^eftiger fprid^t unb anberer ®rünbe besmeifelt, 
9?ie bebeutenb; e§ regt ber SBein bann feglid^e Sraft auf 
@eine§ heftigen SBoßenS unb läßt il^n bie SBorte ber anbern 

30 Stid^t öernel^men,^ er l^ört unb fül^It aHeine fid^ felber. 
9lber e§ lommt ber 9lbenb l^eran, unb bie öielen ®efprftd^e 
@inb nun jloifd^en i^m unb feinen greunben gemec^felt: 



38 ^ertno-ttn unb ^orot^ea. 

äRtIber ift er fürtool^r, td^ mei^, iDetm ba§ Stöufd^d^ett borbet 

ift 
Unb er ba§ Unred^t fül^It, bo§ er anbcrcn lebhaft crjcigte. 
&omm ! lotr magcn c§ glctd|; ba§ grifd^geloagte gerät nur, 
Unb mir bcbiirfcn ber grcunbc, bic je|o bei x^m nod^ ticr- 5 

fammelt 
©i^en; befonber§ tt)trb un§ ber tt)ürbige ®eiftlic^c l^ctfcn. 

?fifo fprad^ ^te bel^enbc unb i^og öom ©tcinc, fid§ ^ebenb 
9tud^ Dom ©i^c ben ©ol^n, bcn milIw^frJI|eitbJtt.^ Seibe 
Sfamen fc^toetgenb herunter, ben örtc^PBen SSorfai bebcnfenb. lo 



i^oli|l)i|ntnia. 



^et flßeltBtttget. 

W)tx e§ fafecn bic brei nod^ immer fpred^enb jufammen, 
9Ktt bem ßeiftlid^en ^crrn ber Slpotl^efcr beim ffi}irte;>f .•««'"' 
Unb eö ipar ba§ (Sefpräd^ nod^ immer ebenba^felbe, 
S)a§ tjiel ^in unb t)er nad| äffen ©eiteu gefütirt toarb. 
ö Slber ber trefflid^e Spprref öerfe^te, tt)ürbig gefinnt, brauf: 
S33iberfprec!)en iDiff idE| @ucl^ nid^t. S^ ^ci§ ^^> ber 9Kenfd^ 

foff 
3mmer ftreben jum Söeffern; unb, mie tt)ir feigen, er ftrebt aud^ 
3mmer bem ^öl^eren waä), jum mcnigften fuc^t er ba§ SReue. 
10 9lber gel^t nic^t ju tüeit ! ®enn neben biefen @efü!^Ien 
®ab bie 9?atur un§ aud^ bie Suft, ju öer^arrch im Sitten 
Unb fiö^M}^^ JU freun, tt)a§ jeber lange getüo^t ift. t 

Alfter 3^?^^ i|t gut, ber natürlid^ ift unb Ijernünftig/*^^* ^'^ 
SSieteS münfd^t fid^ ber SßenfdE), unb bod) bebarf er nur menig; 
lö ®enn bic Jage ftnb furj unb befqfSiut ber ©terblid^en 
yJU^- ©c^icffat. ^^ ^,^ 

SRiemaB tabr ic^ ben SRann, ber immer tl^ötig unb raftto§ 
Umgetrieben bag Sffieer unb äffe ©tragen ber ©rbe 
^vLi)n unb mfdq befS^iV unb fid^ be§ ®ett)inne§ erfreuet, 

39 
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SBcIc^cr fid§ rcid^Iic^ um i^n unb um bic ©einen l^erum puftT' 
aber iener ift aud^ mir rpert, bcr ruhige Sürger, 
3)er fein bäterlid^ Grßc^mit füllen ©(^ritten umgel^et 
Unb bic ßrbe bcforßt, fo loic e§ bie ©tiinbcn gebieten. 
9?id|t öeränbert )\6) xf)m in jebem 3a^re ber SJoben, s 

9lid)t ftredt eilig ber SJaum, ber neugepflanjte, bic ?lrme -\j 
®egcn ben ^immcl ou§, mit retc^lici^en S5Iütcn gejieret. ^^^ 
9?ein, ber SKann bebarf ber Ocbulb; er bebarf aud^ bc§ 

reinen, 
3mmer glcid^en, rul^tg^n. @inn§ unb bc§ graben SJerftanbeS. lo 
^^^enn nur toenige @am"en' Vertraut er bcr näl^renben (£rbc, 
knige Jicre nur berftc^t er mel^rcnb ju jicl^cn; 
JJ)gjij(t ba§ 9?ü^Iic^e bleibt allein fein ganjer QJcban^c.^ , 
©lüdli^ iDcm bie SRatur ein fo gcftimmte§ ^emüt gab ! 
6r ernähret un§ ottc. ^^^^^V^fJ^ 95ürgcr be§ Keinen is 
©tabtd^cnS, metd^cr lönblid^ (^emerFmitöürjc^ paart ! 

9luf i^m liegt nid^t ber ®rudf, ber öngfttid^ ben Sanbmann 

beft^ränfef; 
3^n tjcrmirrt nid^t bic ©orge bcr biclbcgcl^rcnbcn ©täbter, 
S)ie bem Meid^eren ftct§ unb bem ^ö^cren, n>enig üermögenb, 20 
Siad^juftreben gemo^nt ftnb, befonberS bic SBeiber unb 

SRäbc^en.^; ^ 

©egnet immer barum be§ ©o^nc§ rul^ig S^mü^en 

Unb bie ®attin, bie cinft er, bie glcid^gcfinntc, fid^ möblet. 

Sllfo fprad^ er. (SS trat bic äRutter juglcid^ mit bem 25 

©o^n ein, 
gü^rcnb i^n bei ber §anb unb bor ben ©atten i^n ftcttcnb. 
SSatcr, fprad^ fie, »ic oft gebod^ten »ir unter einanbcr 
©d^ma^cnb bcS frö^lid^en Iag§, bcr fommcn mürbe, locnn 

fünftig 30 

^ermann feine S9rout fid^ ertoäl^lcnb un§ enblid^ erfreute ! 
^in unb tt)iebcr badeten toix ha^ balb biefcö, balb jene? 
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3Räb(i^en beftimmtcn voxx t^m mit cltcriici^cm ®cf(|mäpe. 
9lun ift er lommen, bcr lag; nun f^at bic 83raut i^m bcr 

$tmmct Ai.,x.\ 

^crgcfü^rt unb gcjctgt, ciJ ^at fein ^crj nun entfqicbcn. 

5 ©ogtcn tt)tr bamoW nic^t immer, er foHe fclber fic^ ipöl^len ? 
föünfd^teft bu ntd^t nDd| t)or^in, er möd^te l^eiter unb lebl^oft 
Sür ein JIRäbd^en empfinben ? 9?un ift bic ©tunbe gelommen ! 
3a» er ^at gefüllt unb gen)ö]^It unb ift männlid^ entfd^ieben. 
3cne§ SKöbd^en iff i^, bie frembe, bie i^m begegnet. 

10 ®ib fte i^m ! ober er bleibt, f o fd^mur er, im (ebigen @tanbe. 

Unb c3 fogte bcr ©ol^n: S)ie gebt mir, SJater! SKein 

§ers i^ai 
Wein unb fidler gemä^It; ®ud| ift fie bic »ürbigfte Jod^ter. 

Aber bcr SSater fd^wieg. 3)a ftonb ber ®eiftüd^e fd^nctt auf, . , 

16 9la^m baS SBort unb fprad^: S)er 9lugenbIidE nur cntfd^eibet 

Über baS ßeben bei? SRenfc^en unb über fein ganjeS ® ef d^icf e ; 

3)ettn nod^ tonger SÖct/fiil^ung ift bod^ ein jeber ^tfc^tuÜ nur 

SBerl beg SRomentiJ, eiJ ergreift bod^ nur ber SScrftäub'ge 

ha^ 9ied^te. 
2o3mmer gefö^rüd^er ift'i?, beim SJä^Ien biefeS unb iened 
Slebenl^er ju bebenlen unb ]o bod ®efü^I ju Verwirren. 
Äcin ift ^ermann, \6) ItnrC i^n öon Sugenb ouf, unb er 

ftredtte 
@(^on aU ^abe bie ^änbe nid^t au^ nad^ biefem unb 
26 ,t^.,, ienem; 

SBaiJ er begehrte, bai? mar i^m gemä§; fo l^iett er e§ feft aud^. 
©eib nid^t fd^eu unb bermunbert, bafe nun auf einmal 

erfd^einet, 
SBalJ ^f)X f lange gcmünfd^t. 68 ^at bie Grfd^einung für*^ 
80 n^a^r ntd^t 

^e^t bie ®eftoIt be? SBunfd^eS, fo »ie 3^r i^n ctma gel^egci; 
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®cnn bic SBünfd^c öer^imeif un§ felbft ba§ ®ctt)ünfd|te; bic 

®abcn 
Sommen t)on oben l^erab in i^ren eignen ©eftalten. 
9lun berfennct e§ nid^t, ba§ SKöbd^en, ba§ ©urem geliebten, 
®uten, öerftönbigen ©o^n juerft bie @eele bemegt ^at. ß 

®Iüc!ü(j^ ifl ber, bem fogletd^ bie erfle ©eliebte bic ^anb 

reid^t, 
S)em ber liebüd^ftc SBunfd^ nid^t l^eimlid^ im ^erjen ber== 

3a, id^ W^^ ^"^ ^\ ^^ ift f^'^ ©d^irffal erttf (Rieben. ^ lO 
SBal^re Ömgutj^^^^ f ogleid^ jnm 9Kanne ben Jüngling. 

^\i)i t)eri)egfi(| ift er; id^ fürd^tc, berfagt %^x il^m biefeg, 
®e^en bie ^^xt ba^in, bie fd^önften, in traurigem Seben. 

Sa öerfe^te fogteid^ ber Stpot^efer bebädE|tig, 
S)em fc^on lange ba§ SBort öon ber Sippe ju fpringen bereit i5 

toar: 
£a§t un§^ud6 bie§mal bo<^ nur bie SKittelftra^e betreten ! 
eile mit 'Seile ! ba§ mar felbft ^aifer 2luguftu§^ SDeDife. 
®erne fdE|idE'idE| mid^ an, ben lieben Stad^barn ju bienen, 
SKeinen geringen SSerftanb ju il^rem SRu^en §u braud^en; 20 
Unb be[onber§ bebarf bie Sugenb, ba§ man fie leite, va« /-^ 
Sa^t mid^ atfo ^inau§; id^ miß el prüfen, ba§ SKäbdtjen, 
SBitt bie ©enieinbe Befragen, in ber fie lebt unb befannt ift^ 
S«iemanb ÜWrdgf mic^ fo leidet; id^ toeife bie SBorte §u fd^afeen: 
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®a öerfe^te fogleid^ ber Sol^n mit geflügelten SBorten: 25 
"^yxi e§, SRadjbar, unb gel^t unb erfunbigt ©ud). Slber idE| 

münfd^e, 
5)a^ ber §err 5ßfarrer ftd^ audE| in ffiur.er ®e|ettfd^aft befinbe; 
ßtpei fo treffKd^e SKönner finb unberiutr^ic^'e Saugen.- 
mein SSater ! fie ift nid^t leergelaufen, ba§ SO?äbd|en, zo ^ 

Steine, bie burd^ ba§ Sanb auf Stbenteuer umtierfd^meiftv?-'.*---^ ^V^'« 
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Unb bcn ^ünQting BeftridEt, i)en unerfal^mcn, mit JRönfen. 
9?ein, ba^ milbe (äcfd^idE bcS attöcrberOIi^en SfriegeS, 
®a§ bic SBcIt jerftört unb mancl^eS feflc ®c6öubc 
©d^on au3 bem ®rujtbc gcl^oben, ^at anä) bie 9trmc Vertrieben. 
6 Streifen nid^t l^errlid^e SOJänner öon l^o^er ©cburt nun im 

^^X eienb? 

Surften fKel^en bermummt, unb Jf önige leben verbannet. 
9ld^, fo ift aud^ fie, Don i^ren ©d^meftern bie beftc, 
?tu§ bem Sanbe getrieben; i^r eigene^ UnglüdE öergeffenb 

10 @te^t fic anberen bei, ift ol^nc |)ilfe nod^ l^ilfreid^. 

®ro§ ftnb 3i<in^i"er unb 9?ot, bie über bie Erbe fidE) breiten; 
©oHte nid^t ansi) ein ®IüdE au§ biefem UnglüdE l^erborgeI)n 
Unb id^ im Strme ber 93raut, ber juöerläffigen ®attin 
SKid^ nid^t erfreuen beS Srieg§, fo mie 3^r beS SranbeS 

15 (gud^ freutet ? 

S)a öerfe^te ber SSater unb t^at bebeutenb ben SRunb auf: 
SBie ift Sol^n, bir bie 3wuge gelöft, bie fd^on bir im 

SKunbe 
Sänge ^af)x^ geftodEt unb nur fid^ bürftig bewegte ! 

20 9Ku§ ic^ bod^ ^eut erfnl^ren, tt)o§ iebcm SSater gebro^t ift, 
5)a6 ben SBitleij be§ @o^n0, bcn heftigen, gerne bie SKutter 
StIIjugelinb beglin|{rgt unb }ebcr Siac^bar 5ßanet nimmt, 
SSenn e§ über ben SSater nur ^erge^t ober ben ©l^mann. 
?tber id^ Witt eud^ äufammen nidE|t wiberfte^en; wa§ ptf e§ ? 

25 3)enn id^ fel^e bod^ fdEjon l^ier Zxol^ unb 2:^ränen im tJorau§. 
®e]^et unb prüfet unb bringt in ®otte§ 5ftamcn bic 2^od^ter 
2Rir in§ $au§; mo nid^t, fo mag er ba§ SKäbd^cn bergeffcn. 

9tIfo ber Sater. ®§ rief ber ^pj^n mit frot)er ®ebörbe*; -^.^"^ 
yiod^ bor 9lbcnb ift 6ud^ bie trcfflid^fte Jod^ter befd^eret, ^^ '" 
80 SBie fic ber Sßann fid^ ipünfd^t, bem ein Kuger ©inn in ber 

»ruft (ebt. 
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©lüdlid^ tft bie ®viit bann aud^^ fo barf id^ ei? ^offe.t. 
3o, fic banict mir ctt)ig, ba§ i(^ i^r SSater unb äRutter 
SBicbcrßCC|c6cn in euA, fp ipic jtc berflönbigc üinbcr 
SBünfd^cn. 9l6cr xä)i(Mum(i}t nte^r; id^ fd^irrc bie 5ßfc3[bc 
®Icid^ unb fü^rc bie greunbe I)inau§ auf bie ©()ur^ber 6 

©cliebtcn, 
Übertoffe bie SKänncrfid^ felbft unb bcr eigenen ffilug^eit, 
{Rid^tc, fo fd^mör' id^ ©ud^ ju, mid| ganj nad^ il^rer ®nt=-^'"' 

fdEjcibung, 
Unb td^ fel^'eä nid^t lieber, alä bi§ e§ mein ift, ba§ 9Wäb(^en. lo 
Unb fo ging er l^inauS, inbeffen m^nAeS^^ie anbern , . ^^ 
SBei^Ud^ ertiiogen unb fd^neU bie totqyöe'fe*^^^ befprad^en. 
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^ermann eilte jum ©taffe f ogleid^, id(^ bie mutigen ^engft« 
SRu^ig ftanben unb rafd^ htn reinen ^a|cr berjel^rten^-^^^'^ 
Unb baS trodtene §eu, ouf ber beftcTj2SUfe gebauen. i 

ßilig legt' ^r il^nen barauf baSBiante (Seb^ig öri, ;\^^ ' / 

3og bie Sliemen fogleid^ burd^ bie fd^önberfilberten Qä^nMtn 
Unb befeftigte bann bie langen, breiteren 3ügel, > ' ^^ 
gül^rte bte^ferbe l^erauS in ben $of, tt)o ber miHige Jhied^t 

fd^on . ^ ao 

SSorgefc^oben bie Sutfd^e, fie leidet an ber S)eid^fel betoegenb. 
Slbgemeffen fnüpften fie brauf an bie SBage mit faubem 
©tridEen bie rafd^e ^öf^, ber letd^tl^injie^enben 5ßferbe. 
^ermann fafete bie $eitf^^^; bonn fa§ er unb roßt' in ben 

Sfl^orweg. 25 

Site bie greunbe nun gleid^ bie geräumigen 5ßlä^e ge* 

nommen, 
JRoUte ber SBagen eilig unb liefe ba§ 5ßflafter jurüdfe, 
Sie§ jurüdE bie SKauern ber ©tabt unb bie retn|idben. Stürme. 
©0 fu^r |)ermann ba^in, ber mo^Ibefannten Sf)au(uc ju, 30 
9tafd^, unb fäumete nid^t unb ful^r bergan tt)ie bergunter, 
%l^ er ab^r nunmehr ben 5^urm be§ 5)orfe§ erblidte 
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Unb nid^t fem ntel^r lagen bie ßortenumgebenen ©äufer, 
S)ad^t'er bei ftd^ felbft, nun anjul^alten bie $Pferbe. 

.... '. ' 'aJ 

Son bem mürbigen ©unfct txiiabcwix Sinben umfd^attet, 

Die Sa^r^unbcrjfe fd^on an bicfcr ©teile gemurjelt, 

5 28ar mit Slafen jöcbecft ein weiter, grünenber Singer -ft M <- ^ 

SSor bem S)orfe, ben Sauern unb naiven ©töbtem ein ßuftort. 

glaci^gegraben be|oiib/fiÄ unter ben SBftumen ein Sßrunnen. 

Stieg man bie^nifen^inob, fo /geigten ftd^ fteinerne SJänIe, 

9Jingi^ um bie Cuelle gefegt, bie immer 1 

10 SReintid^, mit niebriger SKauer gefaßt, ju 

.^ermann aber befd§Io§, in biefem <Sd|atten bie $Pfcrbc 
SRit bem SBagen ju l^alten. @r tljat fo unb fagte bie SBortc: 
Steiget, greunbe, nun auS unb ge^t, bamit i^r erfal^ret, 
Ob baS SKöbd^en aud| wert ber §anb fei, bie id^ i^r biete. 

16 Stt^ör id^ glaub' ei^, unb mir erjä^It i^r nid^tä 9?eue§ unb 

©eltnei^ ; 
§ätf id^ allein ju t^un, fo gina' id^.bel^enb ju bem S)orf t)in, 
Unb mit menigen SBorten ent^ieVe'bie ®ute mein ©d^idffat. 
Unb i^r merbet fie balb öor aKen anbern erfennen; 

20 3)enn tool^I fdfjmertid^ ift an 33ilbung i^r eine bergleid^bar. 
Aber id) geb'euA^Ujjd^ bie 3^id^cu ber xeintid^en jfleiber: 
S)enn ber rote !|aijjcrl^ebt ben gemotlJfen 33ufen [> i ^ 
©d^ön gefd^nürt, unb e§ liegt bai^ fd[)tt)arje SJiieber i^r 

26 Sauber l^at fie ben Sauni be§ §embe§ jur Sraufe gefaltet, 

S)ie il^r ba§ Stinn umgibt, ha^ runbe, mit,reinlid^er Srnmnt; 

grei unb l^eiter ^eigt fi* beß Sopfe^ jtcrtiaje^ ffiirunb; 

©tarl finb bielmol bie gSpfe'um fitberne^3?nbeln gewirfelt; 

Sietgefaltet unb blau fängt unter bem finbe ber SRodt an 
30 Unb umfd^Iögt i^r im ®el^n bie tt)ol)Igebitbeten jfnöd^el/ • . 

2)od§ ba9 tPiU id^ eud^ fagen unb itod^ mir au^brüdElic^ 

erbitten: 
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Stehet nid^t mit htm fOtHiä^tn unb (agt nid^t tnerfen bte^ 

«bfi(^t, 
©onbem befraget bie onbern unb ^ört, maS fte aUed erjöl^Ien. 
^obt t^r 3la(f)xxä^t genug, ju berul^igen fßaitx unb SKuttetr 
^el^ret ju mir bann ^urüdE, unb toxx bcbenfen baS »eitre. 6 
Alf bad^f id^ mir*^ an^ ben SBeg ^cr, btn toir gefal^ren. 

?llf fprac^ er. ®§ gingen barauf bic grcunbe bem Dorf ju, 
SBo in ©arten unb ©d^cunen unb Käufern bie SDiengc bon 

.A.r,^^ ^vV 2Renf(^en 

SBimmclte, warm an Jtarrn bie breiteStrafee bal^in ftanb. lo 
aKönner berforgten ba^ brüßenbe ^le^ unb bie ^ferb' an 

ben SBagen, 
SSäfd^e trodtneten emfig auf aQen ^edEen bie Sieiber, 
Unb t^ ergö^ten bie ^nber ftd^ plätfd^emb im äBaffer it^ 

93ad^ed. 16 

Stifo burd^ bie SBagen fid^ brängenb, burd^ SKenfd^cn unb 

liere 
Salden fie red^tiJ unb linK fid^ um, bie gefcnbeten ©pg^er, 
Ob fie nid^t titoa ba^ SJilb beg bejcid^neten 9Käbd^ctt§ er^^ 

blidtten; ao 

2lber leine bon allen erfc^ien bie l^errlid^e Jungfrau. 
@törfer fanben fie balb ba§ ©ebränge. 2)a mar um bie 

SBagen 
©treit ber brol^enben SKänner, worein fid^ mifc^ten bie 

SBeiber, 20 

©d^reienb. 5)a nal^te fid^ fd^neö mit toürbigen ©d^ritten ein 

5llter, 
Jrat JU ben ©d^ettcnben l^in; unb fogleid^ berflang ba§ ®e* 

2ltö er Fhil^e gebot unb böterlid^ emft fie bebrol^te. so 

$at und, rief er, nod^ nid^t ba^ Unglüdt alfo gebänbigt, 
Dafe mir enbUd^ berfte^n, un8 untereinanber ju butben 



^ertttdtttt ttnb 3)otot]^ea. 4t 

Unb ju bertragen, toenn aud^ nid^t jcber bie ^anblungen 

abmißt ? 
Unberträßtici^ fürmal^r ift ber ©lüdflid^e; »erben bie ßeiben 
Snbüd^ cnd^ Icl^rcn, nid^t me^r, tt)ie fonft, mit bem ©ruber 
6 ^^^^, SU i^ahtxv^^^^--'^^ 

Oönn« cinanber ben ^la^ auf frembem SBoben imbteilet, 
SBai^ il^r ^abet, jufanunen, bantit i^r Sarirf§efs™Ätfinbet. 

Sttfo fagte ber SWann, unb alle fd|tt)iegcn; bertrögtid^ 
Drbncten SSic^ unb SÖäagen bie lieber bcfänftigten SKeufd^en. 

10 91I§ ber Ociftiid^e nun bie Siebe be§ SDlonnci^ bemommen 
Unb ben ruhigen ©inn bc^ fremben 9tic^ter§ entbedtte, 
2:rat er an il^n ^cran unb fprad^ bie bebeutenben SBorte: 
SSoter, fürwahr tt)enn ba§ SSoII in glücKid^cn 2:agcn ba^in 

lebt, 

15 S3on ber ©rbc fid^ näl^renb, bie toeit unb breit fid^ ouftl^ut 
Unb bie ermünfd^ten ®ab^n in Salären unb SOJonben erneuert, 
3)a gel^t allc§ öon f et Oft, unb jeber ift fid^ ber Slügfte 
SSJie ber 95cfte; unb-fo befte^en fie nebeneinanber, 
Unb ber bcrmirtfngft^ Sttann ift toic ein anbrer gcl^atten; 

20 5)enn tt)o§ atte§ gefd^iel^t, gel^t ftifl wie Don felber ben ®ang 

Slbcr jerrüttet bie 9?ot bie gemöbnlid^en SBege beS 2eben§, 
Steifet ba§ (Sebäube niebcr unb roÜ^Ict ©arten unb ©aat um, 
Sireibt ben SKann unb baS SBeib böm Siaume ber traulid^en 
26 SBo^nung, 

©d^Ieppt in bie 3»rre fie fort burd^ ängftüd^e Sage unb SBäd^te: 
9ld^, ba fielet man fid^ um, »er »ol^I ber berftänbigfte 9Kann 

feir 
Unb er rebet nid^t me^r bie l^errlid^cn SBorte bergebenS. 
30 @agt mir, SBater, ^^x feib geipife ber SHd^tey bon Riefen 
gtüd^tigen SRönncrn, ber ^^x fogtcid^ bie ®'cmütcr berul^igt ? 
3a, 3^r crfc^eint mir ^eut aU einer ber älteften gü^rcr. 
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Die hvixä) SSüften unb Srren Vertriebene SJöIIcr geleitet; 
3)enf id^ hoä) eben, id^ rebe mit Sofua ober mit SKofci^. 

Unb e§ berfefete barauf mit emftem 55Ii(Ie ber SRid^ter: 
SBa^rlid^, unfere Qtxt tjerßleid|t jtd^ ben feltcnftcn 3^^«"» , 
S)ie bie ®efd^id^te bcmerft, bie ^eilige ipie bie gemeine/") -' 6^ 
3)enn »er geftem unb ^eut in biefen Jagen gelebt l^at/ 
^at fd^ongö^rc gelebt; fo Drängen fid^ alle ©efd^id^ten. 
S)cnPid^ ein menig jurüdt, fo fd^eint mir ein graueS Sllter 
§luf bem Raupte ju liegen, unb boc^ ift bie Jtraft nod^ lebcnbig. 
O, mir anbercn bürfen un§ tool^l mit jenen öergleid^en, lo 

3)enen in emfter ©tunb' erf d^ien im feurigen Suf d^e 
®ott ber $err; oud^ unS crfd^ien er in SBolfen unb geuer. 

Siltö nun ber 5ßfarrer barauf nod^ »eitcr ju fpred^en geneigt 

war 
Unb ba§ ©d^idtfal be§ 2Rann§ unb ber ©einen ju ^örcn Der:* is 

langte, 
Sagte be^cnb ber ®ef äl^rte mit ^eimtidEjen SBorten in§ O^r i^m : 
©prec^t mit bem SRid^ter nur fort unb bringt bai^ ©efpröd^ 

auf ba§ SKäbd^en, 
9lber id^ ge^e l^erum, fie aufsufud^en, unb f omme 20 

SBieber, fobatb id^ fie finbe. ©^ nidtte ber Pfarrer bogegen, 
Unb burc^ bie Redten unb (Sorten unb ©d^eunen fud^te ber 

©pö^er... 
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SIK nun beraciftlid^c $crr bcn frcmbcn SRid^ter befraötc, 
SBo^ bic ®^mcmc gelitten, tt)ie lang fic bon ^aufe vertrieben, 
Sagte ber SKann barauf : SRid^t furj finb i^^fere ßeiben; 
S)enn mir ^aben ba§ Sittre ber fömtüd^en 3a^rc getrunfeu, 
6 ©d^redEtid^cr, »eil auc^ un§ bie fc^önfte Hoffnung jerftört 

/. , tt)arb. 

5)enn tt)cr leughet'eS tt)o^I, baß i)0^ fid^ ba§ ^erj i^m cr^ 

l^oben, 
^f)m bie freijtre ©ruft mit reineren 5ßulfen gefd^Iagen, 
10 9ltö fid^ ber erftc ®Ian} ber neuen ©onne l^eranl^ob, 

5ll§ man ^ödclj^m .Sterte ber 9Wenfd§en, ba§ allen gcmeinjei, ^^^^ ;,^ 
SSon ber b^geiffernbp greil^eit unb bon ber löblid^en ©leiS^^ 

^eit 1 
S)Qmat§ l^offte jeber fid^ fclbft ju leben; c§ fd^ien pd^ 
lö 9(uf julöfen ^g^JSanb, baö öiele ,iJöHbe^^mftridEte, 

3)a§ ber ?D?üB™ang unb ber iSig^nu^j in l^et $anb l^ielt. 
©d^auten nid^t alle SSölfer in jenen brängenben Jagen 
yiad) ber ^auptlftabt ber SBelt, bic c^.fd^on fo lange gcmefen 
Unb ie^t me^r al§ {e ben l^errlid^en SRamen berbiente ? 
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SBoren xAö)i jener SKonner, her erften SBerf ünber bor ÜSotfd^aft, 
SRomen ben l^öd^ften gleid^, bie unter bie ©terne gefegt finb ? 
SBud^g nid^t iegUd^em SWenf^en ber 2Rut unb ber ®eift unb 

bt^^^ad^e? ^ie.^^ 
Unb mir maren juerft al§ SRad^barn lebhaft entjünSet. ö 

S)rauf begann ber Stieg, unb bie ßüge bettjoffneter granfen 
Slüclten nöl^er; allein fie fd^ienen nur greunbfd^oft ju bringen. 
Unb bie brad^ten fie aud^; benn i^nen er^ö^t mar bie ©eele 
SlHen; fie pflanjten mit Suft bie munteren 93äume ber greil^eit, 
Sebem ba§ ^3eine berfpred^enb unb jebem bie eigne 3iegierung. lo 
^od^ erfreute fid^ ba bie S^genb, fid^ freute ba§ 2ltter, 
Unb ber muntere 2^anj beganjj um bie neue ©tanbarte. 
©0 gemannen fie balb, bie überroiegenBen granfen, 
©rft ber SRönner ®eift mit feurigem, munterm 93eginncn.^ _ 
S)ann bie ^erjen ber SBeiber mit unroiberftel^Iid^er Stniriüt. ^5 \ 

Seid^t felbft fd^ien un§ji)er S)rud^ be^ üielbebürfenben SxiegeS; 
S)enn bie Hoffnung umf^memeDor unfern Singen bie gerne, 
Sodfte bie 93IidEe I)inau§ in neueröffnete 93a^nen. ir'^'- 
D tt)ie fro^ ift bie ß^it, tt)eun mit ber 93raut fid^ ber 

93räut'gam 20 

@d^tt)inget im Sanjc, ben 2:ag ber gemünfd^ten SSerbinbung 

ermartenb ! 
Slber l^errlid^er mar bie 3cit, in ber un§ "ba^ ^öd^fte, 
SBa§ ber SRenfd^ fidt| ben!t, al§ na^ unb erreirf)Oar fid^ äeigte. 
®a mar jebem bie 3wnge gelöft; e§ fprad^en bie ©reife, 25 
SRönner unb güngljgge Iggt öott l^ol^en ©inn§ unb ®efü^Ie§. 
Slber ber ^immel trübte fid^ balb. Um ben SSorteil ber 

^errfd^aft 
©tritt ein öerberbte^ ©efd^ted^t, unmürbig, ba§ ®ute ju 

fd^affen; so 

©ie ermorbeten fid^ unb unterbrüdften bie ne^^Uf^ 
^ad)'b(ixx{ unb JEjrüber unb fanbten bie eigeftnu^ige SKenge. 
Unb e§ prS|{en bei un§ bie Obern unb raubten im ®ro^en, 
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Unb c§ raubten unb praßten big ju bem Sleinften bte Steinen; 
3lebcr fd^ien nur beforgt, e§ bleibe mag übrig für iWg^n. 
SHtjugrofe mar bie 9?ot, unb töglid^ mud^g bie SebrupixgT'*"^'*^ 
SJiemanb bemal)m ba§ ©cfd^rei, fie marcn bie Ferren beg 

5)a fiel SflöimÄ unb SBut aud^-f^Ibft ein gelaßneg ®emüt an; 

^eber fann nur un^ fd£|mur, bie 95eleibigung alle ju räd^en^ "^^ 

Unb bcn bitteni SJmuft ber doppelt betrogenen Hoffnung. 

Unb eg mcnbete fid^ ba§ ®Iüdt auf bie ©eite ber J)eutfd^en, 
10 Unb ber granfe fto^ mit eiligen SKärfd^cn jurüdte. 

9ld^, "ba fül)lten mir crft bag traurige ©d^irffal beg ffriegeS ! 

5)cnu ber ©iegcr ift gro§ unb gut; jum menigften fd^eint er'g, 

Unb er fd^onet ben SÖiann, ben beftegtcn, ate mär' er ber feine, 

SBenn er i^m täglid^ nü^t unb n|it ben ®ütem itoi^ienct. 
lö 9lber ber Stüci^tige fennt fein (äcfe^^; benn er iw^rt nur ben 
e,,,^^, Stobob^^,^:,,. 

Unb öerje^ret nur fc^nett unb ol^ne zKürffid^t bie ®üter; 

S)ann ift fein ®emüt auc^ erl^i^t, unb eg fe^rt bie SSersmeiflung 

9lug bem ^crjen (jeröor ba§ freVi^tl^äfte beginnen. 
20 SRid^tg ift l^citig i^m mel^r; er raubt eg. J)ie milbe SSegicrbe ^ 

S)ringt mit ®emalt auf bag SBeib unb mad^t bie Suft jum 

Gntfe^en.-^' r rrr^ i 

Überall fier)t er bcn Job unb geniest bie testen SRinuten 

®raufam, freut fid) bc§ 93Iutg unb freut fid^ be§ l^eulenben 
26 Sammerg. 

©rimmig erf)ob fid^ barauf in unfern SKännem bie SBut 

nun, I 

®ag SSerlome ju röd^en unb ju öerteib'gen bie Stcfte. 

mt^ ergriff bie SBaffen, gelodt öon ber Eile beg giüd^tlingg 
80 Unb üom blaffen (äefid^t unb fd^eu unfid^eren SBIidEc. 

Siaftlog nun erHang bag Oetön ber ftürmenben ®IodEc, 

Unb bie fünft'ge (Sefa^r l^ielt nid^t bie grimmige SBut auf. 

©d§nett öermanbelte fid^ beg gelbbaug fuebtid^e Slüftung r^ 
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9lun in SSc|re, ba troff öon SBIutc ®abcl imb ©|nfe^ ^4iL^ 
D^ne SBelönabigimg fiel ber gcinb unb ol^ne SScrf^niitig; 
Überall rafte bic SBut unb bie feige, tücfifd^c^Sd^mäd^e. 
Sßöd^t'id^ ben SJienfd^en bod^ nie in biefer fcpo^eiTaSerirriing 
SBieberfe^n ! ba§ n)ütenbe Stier ift ein befferer 9lnHidE. ö 

©pred^'er bod^ nie bon grei^eit, al§ fönrf er fid^ felbcr xt^ 

gieren ! 
So§gebunben erfd^eint, fobalb bie ©d^ranfen l^inmeg finb, 
9ltte§ SSöfe, ba§ tief ba§ ©efefe in bie SBinfel jurüÄtrieb. 

Srefflid^er SKann ! berfe^te barauf ber $ßfarrer mit SKad^^ lo 

bmdf, 
SBenn S^r ben SRenfd^en berfennt, fo lann id^ ®ud^ barunt 

nic^t f(%eltepj;^^ 
^abt 3^r bod^ S3öfe§ genug ertitten öom tt)üit0n beginnen. 
SBoßtet ^f)x aber jurüdE bie traurigen 2:age burd^fd^auen, is 
SSürbet S^i^ fetber geftel^en, tt)ie oft S^r aud^ ®ute§ crblidftet, 
9Rand^e§ Srefflid^e, ba§ Verborgen bleibt in bem ^erjen, 
9tegt bie ®efa^r e§ nid^t auf, unb brängt bie 9?ot nid^t ben 

SRenfd^en, 
S)a§ er al§ (£ngel fid^ jeig', erfd^eine ben anbem ein ©d^ufegott. 20 

Säd^elnb berfe^te barauf ber alte, n)ürbi0e Stid^ter: 
Sör erinnert mid^ ftug, tt)ie oft nad^ bem 33'raiiKe be§ ^aufc§ 
Sßan ben betrübten 93efi^er an ®oIb unb ©über erinnert, 
S)a§ gefd^moljen im ©d^utt nun überblieben ^erftreut liegt. 
SBenig ift e§ fürwahr, bod^ aud^ ba§ iDenige föftlid^; 25 

Unb ber SSerarmte grabet il^m naä) unb freut fid^ be§ gunbeS. 
Unb fo fel^r id^ aud^ gern bie ^.eitern ©cbonfen ju jenen 
SBenigen guten Jl^aten, bie auffiema^H bo^ ®ebäd^tni§. 
Sa, id^ tt)iß e§ nid^t leugnen, ic^ fa^ fid^ geinbe berföl^nen, 
Um bie Stabt bom Übel ju retten; id^ fa^ aud^ ber g^^eunbe, so 
©al^ ber ©Itent Sieb' unb ber ^nbcr Unmöglid^e§ n)agen; 
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&af), ttJtc bcr Sünglmg auf einmal jum Maxm tockxi; \a% 

tt)tc ber ®Wfö fid^ 
SBicbcr öcrjünGtc, ba§ Siinb fid^ fclbft al§ Süngling ent^üatc, 
3a, Uttb ba§ fd^ttjad^c ®cfd^Icd^t, fo tüie c§ gcttjö^nlid^ gc* 
ö nannt toirb, 

3eigtc fid^ tapfer unb mäd^tig unb gegenttjörttgeu ®eiftc§. /^ 
Uttb fo laßt mxd) öor allen ber fd^önen S^t nod^ crttJö^nen, 
S)te l^od^^erjig ein 3)iäbd^en Dottbrad^te, bte trefpid^e Sung* 

i . , f frau, 

10 ®ic auf bem großen ©el^öft attein mit bcn SRäbd^cn jurüdfblicb; 
S)enn e§ waren bie SKönner auä) gegen bie gremben gc5ogen. 
S)a überfiel ben ^of ein ä^rupp Derlaufnen ®eftnbeB, 
5ßlünbemb, unb bröngte f ogleid^ fid^ in bie 3intmer ber grauen, 
©ie erblidEten bag ©ilb ber fd^ön ermad^fcnen Suitgfrau 

15 Unb bie lieMid^en SKäMen, nod^ e^er Äinber ju l^eifeen. 
S)a ergriff fie tt)ilb^ 33egier; fie [türmten gefühllos 
9luf bie jittembc ^c|ar unb auf§ T^od^^ersige SKäbd^en. r** 
?tber fie riß bem einen fogleid^ öon ber ©eite ben ©iflie!, 
^ieb i^n nieber gewaltig; er ftürjt' i^r blutenb ju güßen. 

20 S)ann mit mönnlid^en©treid^en befreite fie tapfer bie 3Käbd[)en, 
Sraf noc^ Diere ber Sftäuber; boc^bie^ entflogen bem ä^obe. 
5)ann bcrfd^Ioß fie ben ^of unb tjarrfe ber ^ilfe bewaffnet. 

/ 

i 

?fi§ ber ©eiftlid^e nun ba§ Jjöb beg 9Käbd^en§ öemommen, 
©tieg bie Hoffnung fogleidi für feinen greunb im ®emüt auf, 
25 Uttb er war im ©cgriff, ju frageu, wol^in fie geraten, 
Ob auf ber traurigen glud^t fie nun mit bem SSolI fid^ bepnbc. 

|2[ber ba trat l^erbei ber Stpotl^^Ier be^enbe, 
|(upfte bctt geiftlid^en ^errn unb fagte bie wifpernben SBorte: 
§ab^id^ bod^ enblid^ bag SOiöbd^en auS Dielen ^unbert gefunben, 
80 9lad^ ber SBefd^rcibung I @o lommt unb fe^et fie felber mit 

Sugen; 
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9?e]^met ben SRid^tcr mit @ud^, bamit ttJtr baS »eitere preti. 
Unb fie fe^rten jld^ um, unb mcg warb gerufen ber Siid^ter 
ajon bcn ©einen, bie il^n bebürftig bc§ Sftatcg öerlangten. 
3)od^ e^ folgte \oq\£^ bcm Slpot^efer ber 5ßforrl§err 
2ln bie sj* be§ <gmi5tl, unb jener beutete liftig. ö 

©e^t a^r, f Qgt' er, ba§ gWäbd^en ? Sie l^at bie $ßuppe ge:= 

ttjidfett, 
Unb id^ erlenne genau ben atten Sottun unb ben Mouen 
Siffenübcrjug ttjo^t, ben i^r ^ermann im 95ünbel gebrad^t ffat. 
@ie bertt)enbete fc^nell, fürtt)a^r unb gut bie ®efd^enle. lo 

S)iefe finb beutMe^eid^cn, e§ treffen bie übrigen atte; 
S)cnn ber roteliSiferl^cbt ben gettjölbeten SSjdjgt,^ 
©d^öngefd^nürt, unb eg liegt ba§ fc^ttjarse Smcber il^r fnapp 

an; 
©auber ift ber ©aum .be§ ^embe§ jur Sraufe gefaltet is 

Unb umgibt i^r ba§ ffthh, ba§ runbe,^ntit/r5inIidberSnmut; 
grei unb l^eiter jeigt fid^ bc§ JJopfe§ jteriifi|e^ ©iruno 
Unb bie ftarfen 3öpfe um filOerne SRabeln gemidelt; 
©ifct fie gleid^, fo fe^en mir bod^ bie trefflid^e ©röfee 
Unb ben blanen SRodE, ber bicigefaltet öom SSufen 20 

9teid^Iid^ l^eruntermattt jum mo^Igebilbeten S^öd^et. 
O^ne 3tt)eifet, fie ift'§. SDrum fommet, bamit tt)ir ber* 

ncl^men, 
Ob fie gut unb tugenb^aft fei, ein l^äu^üd^ei^ 9Käbd^en. 

3)a öerfe^te ber $ßfarrer, mit Slidfen bie ©i^enbe prüfenb: 26 
®a§ fie ben Süngling entjüdft, fürtoa^r, e^ ift mir fein 

SBunber; 
3)enn fie l^ölt öor bem SBtic! be§ erfal^renen SRanneS bie ^robe', 
©lücEIid^, tt)em bod^ Stßutter 9iatur bie redete ®eftalt gab ! 
®enn fie empfic^Iet il^n ftetS, unb nirgenbS ift er ein gremb^ ^o 

fing. 
Seber nal^et fid^ gern, unb j[eber möd^te bermeilen^ 
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SBcnn btc ©efäffigfcit nur fid^ ju bcr Oeftatt nod^ gcfeKct. 
^ä^ tjcrfid^r' ®ud^, t^ ift htm Süngling ein SRöbd^cn gc* 

funbcn, 
S)d§ i^m bic lünftigcn läge bc§ Seben§ ^errlid^ erweitert, 
6 Jreu mit ttjcibüd^er Jhraft burd^ alle Stiizn xf)m bciftcl^t. 
©0 ein boHtoramencr Jförpcr gemi^ ücrmal^rt auc^ bie ©eck 
iRein, unb bie rüftigc Sugcnb Derfprid^t ein glüdlid^eS Sitter. 

Unb cä fogte barauf ber Spot^eler bebenlltd^: 
trüget boc^ öfter ber @d^ein ! ^S^ mag bem äußern nid^t 
10 trauen; 

3)cnn iä) l^abe ba^ ©prid^tt)ort fo oft erprobet gefunben: 
6^ bu ben ©d^effel ©alj mit bem neuen 33ef annten öerjel^ret, 
3)arfft bu nic^t leid^tlic^ i^ni trauen; bid^ mad^t bie 3^^t nur 

getoiffcr, 
Iß SBie bu eiS l^abcft mit il^m, unb ioie bie greunbfd^aft beftel^e. 
Saffet uttg atfo jucrft bei guten Seuten un§ umtl^un, 
Senctt baö SRöbd^en befannt ift unb bie ujiS öon il^r nun 

erjöl^ten. 

?[ud^ id^ lobe bie SSorfid^t, berfe^te ber ©eifttic^e folgenb; 
20 grein tt)ir bod^ nid^t für uti§. fjür anbere frein, ift bebenflid^. 

Unb fie gingen barauf bem ttJadEem JRid^ter entgegen, 
S)er in feinen ©efd^äften bie Strafe »ieber l^erauffam. 

Unb ju i^m fprad^ fogleid^ bcr finge ^Pfarrer mit SSorficf|t: 
©agt, tt)ir l^aben ein SRäbd^en gefe^, ba§ im ©arten junöc^ft 
25 l^ier 

Unter bem Apfelbaum fi^t unb ÄinbernJ^eibcr berfertigt 
?lu§ getrognem Sattun, ber i^r tirrmutßS^efcl^enft toaxb. 



Un§ gefiel bic ©cftalt; fie fd^einet bcr SSa^^nci^^ j!^'fJU^>- 



©agct uniS, tt)a§ S^t ^jifet; n)ir fragen aurröbli^er 
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21I§, in ben ©arten ju Mtdfcn, ber SRid^ter fogteid^ nun 

l^crjutratr 
@agt^ er: S)tefe fennct ^i)x fd^on; benn tt)enn iä) etjMk 
SSon ber l^errüd^en J^at, bic jene Jungfrau öerridpel 
Slt^ fic ba§ ©d^tücrt ergriff unb ftd^ unb i^^^ SJ^ befd^ü^te, 6 
5)iefc lDar^§ ! S^r fe^t e§ il^r an, fic ift n^nggeboren, 
9t6er fo gut tüic ftatf, benn il^ren alten SSermanbten 

'"'^egte fie bi§ jum 2^obc, ba i^n ber SäSffiuS:^^^^/!!^^^ 
Übet be§ @täbtc^cn§ Sßot unb feiner ^t^^mtoht^a^t^ 
2lud^ mit ftiHem ®emüt l^at fie bie ©d^merjen ertragen lo 

Über be§ 99räutigam§ 2:ob, ber ein ebler Säugling im erften 
geuer be§ l^ol^en @eban!en§, nad^ ebter g^eil^eit ju ftreben, 
©etbft Einging nad^ 5ßari§ unb balb htn fd^rerftid^en 2:ob 

S)enn mie ju ^aufe fo bort beftritt ^^^^^^^ iinb SRän!e. 15 
Stifo fagte ber SRid^ter. S)ie beiben f^teoen unb banften, 
Unb ber ©eiftlic^e jog ein (Solbftüc! (ba§ (gitber be^ «eutel^ 
aSar t)or einigen ©tunben t)on i^m fd^on nritoe tjerfpenbet, 
9It§ er bie gtü^ttinge fo^ in traurigen Raufen borbeijiel^n), 
Unb er reid[)t^ e§ bem ©d^utjen unb fagte: Gleitet ben 20 

^Pfennig 
Unter bie.S)üjcftigen au§, unb ®ott tjermel^rc bie ®abe ! 
S)od^ e§ roeigertc'fid^ ber 3Kann unb fagte: SBir l^aben 
SRand^en Jl^aler gerettet unb mand^e Äteiber unb ©ad^cn, 
Unb id^ l^offe, tt)ir feieren jurüdE, nod^ el^ e§ berje^rt ift. 25 

SDa öcrfe^tc ber 5ßfarrer unb brüdft' il^m \i^^ ®etb in bie 

^anb ein: 
Siiemanb fäume, 5U geben in biefen Etagen, unb niemanb 
SÖetgre fid^, anjune^men, mag i^m bie SRilbe geboten ! 
9tiemanb tüeip, tt)ie lang er e§ l^at, U)a§ er rui^ig befi^et; so 
S?iemanb, tt)ie lan^ ^JL^JP^ ^^ fremben Sanben uml^erjicl^t 
Unb be§ SldferS 'enl^e^rt unb bc§ ®arten§, ber i^n ernähret. 
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Gi io6^ I fagte barauf ber Stpot^elcr gcfdjäftig, 
SBärc mir ie^t nur ®elb in ber 2:afc^c, f o fülltet S^r'§ ^aben, 
®ro§ wk Hein; benn öiele gemife ber Suren bebürfen^S. 

'^"^^f^^iJL^ßläWSfl' ic^ ®uc^ uic^t, bamit S^r ben SBiUen 
ö ©el^et, w^fratebtcJl^at aud^ hinter bem SSillen jurüdtbleibt. 
SHfo fpraA cranb jog ben geftidten, lebemen SS^gtjJ;^ 
Sin ben ^^^ ^erüor, ttjorin ber Sobaf i^m bmüft^t ttjor, 
öffnete jimiq^unb teilte, ba fanben fid^ einige ^Pfeifen. ^^ 
Silein ift bie ®abc, fefet^ er baju. ®a fagte ber ©d^uf^e?^ 
io ®uter 5g|&gjip i>od^ bem SReifenben immer toillf ommen. 
Unb eäWloüteoarauf ber 2lpot]§efer ben Änafter/«^*-*^ 

Slber ber Sßfarrl^trr jog il^n !^intt)cg, unb fie fdjieben öoni 

Stid^ter. 
Gilen mir! fprad^ ber berftänbige SRann; e§ inartet ber 

^W-^^ Süngling 

$einUd^; er ]§öre fo fd^nett aU möglid^ bic frö^Iid^e SSotfc^aft. 

Unb fie eilten unb lamen unb fanben ben Jüngling gelej^net 
Stn ben SSo^cn unter ben ßinben.^, 3)ie 5ßferbe jerftampften 
SBilb ben yta|en; er ^ielt fie im^äuih unb ftanb in ©ebanfen, 

20 SBIitfte ftill bor fid^ l^in unb fal^ bie greunbe nid^t el^er, 
S3i§ fie fommenb i^n riefen unb frö^ic^c ßeid^cn i^m gaben, 
©d^on fo ferne begann ber Slpotl^efer ju fpred^en; 
S)od^ fie traten näl^er l^inju. S)a fa^te ^^^lS}^^^]£Jf 
©eine ^anb unb fpra^ unb nal^m bem ®efä|rten^ba§ SBort 

25 tt)eg: 

^eit bir, junger SRann ! bein treue§ Stuge, bein treue§ 
^erj ^at rid^tig gctt)ät)tt! ®IüdE bir unb bem SBeibe ber 

Sugenb ! 
Seiner ift fie tt)ert; brum lomm unb menbe ben ffiagen, 

BO S)a6 tt)ir fabrenb fogleid^ bie (&dt be§ ®orfe§ erreictjen, 
Um fie tStmii unb batb nad^ ^aufe fül^ren bie Oute. 
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$ört' er bie SBorte bcg 95otcn, bic l^tmmfifd^ tüaren unb tröft-^en^^Y^^^ 

©cufjctc tief unb fprad^: ©jJfgJSjn wtit cilcnbcm %uf)xtDtxt, 
. Unb tt)ir jici^cn Dicttcid^t bqqamt unb langfam nac^ ^aufc; 5 
S)enn l^tcr fjai mid^, fcitbcm xä) toavit, bic ©orgc befallen, 
2lrgtt)o]§n unb 3tt>rifct unb affc§, »aS nur ein liebenbeS |)erä 

fränft. 
©laubt il^r, tt)enn mir nur fommen, fo merbe bn§ SKäbd^en 

un§ folgen, 10 

SBeil mir reid^ ftnb, aber fie arm unb Vertrieben einl^ersie^t ?^^^ 
?lmiut felOft mad^t ftolj, bie unberbiente. ©enügfam ./ö^«^^*{/^ 
©e^eint bog SKöb^en unb t^ötig; unb fo gel^ört i^r bie SBelt 

Glaubt i^r, e§ fei ein SBeib bon fold^er ©f'^önrraLunb ©if|?i6 

Slufgemad^fen, um nie ben guten Süngting ju reijen ? 

staubt i^r, fie l^abe bi§ je^t i^r ^erj berf d^toffen ber 8iebe ? 

gal^ret nid^t rafd^ big l^inan; tt)ir möd^ten ju unfrer Se^^^^^Hr*^-'''"''*'^ 

fd^ämung 

§?äf^ bie $ßferbe ^crumnoA ^aufe teufen. S^ fürd^te, 20 
^y r-^^\ 3rgenb ein Sünglin^!^c]j^n)ie§ ^erj, unb bie madfcre §anb 
^:^ l^at 

Singefd^Iagen unb fd^on bem ©WdEtiAejt jjr§jie berfprod^en. 

9ld^ ! ba fte^' id^ öor i^r mit meinerfTmtrag befd^ömet. 

S^n ju^rd^en, öffnete brauf ber ^Pfarrer ben SKunb fd^on; 25 
J)od^ e§ fiel ber @e|ä^rlelnit feiner gefprädbigcru2trt ein: 
greilid^ ! fo to'dxtn mir nid|t bor Seiten &emgen gemefen, 
S)a ein iebeS (Sefd^äft nad^ feiner SBeife boHbrad^t marb. ^ 
^atten.bie ^Itent bie 99raut für il^ren ^o^n^^^c^^nn^^^^^ 
SBarb fim^xi^ ein greunb bom §aufe benriSuxqgerufcn; so 
S)iefen fonbte jnan bann ate SreicrSmann ju ben (£ltem 
S)er erlorehcn SÖraut, ber bann in ftattlid^em 5ßu^e 
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©onntagS etttja naä) Jtfd^e ben tüürbtgcn SBürger befud^te, 
greunbüd^e SBorte mit i^m im allgemcincniuöörberft 
SBcd^fetnb unb ftug ha^ ©cfpröd^ ju lemaiunb ipenben üer= 

©nbltd^ nad^ tangcm ft5Äf^irocifi^^ aud^ ber S^od^ter er* 

tü^mtid§ unJf rül^mlid^ be§ 3Kann§ unb bc§ ^aufe§, bon bem 

man gefanbt tuar. 
Singe Seutc merlten bie 5tbftd§t; ber finge ®efanbte 
10 9Ker!te ben ^Sjttenggr batb nnb lonnte fid^ metter erfiören. 
£c!^nte ben wSSo^man ab, fo mar and^ ein Sorb nid^t ber* 

brieBIic^.^^^^^^''^^ 
Stber gelang e§ benn auä), fo mar ber gi^eier^mann immer 
Sn bem ^aufe ber crfte bei jebem ]^öu§ttd^en gefte; 
15 ®enn e§ erinnerte fid^ burd^§ ganje iJebp ba§ S^paar,'^^'^^*^ <>uajJ4, 
S)a§ bie gefd^idfte §anb ben erften ^'bten gefd^Iungcn. 
Se^t ift aber ba§ alle§ mit anbercn guten ®ebräud^en 
9tu§ ber SWobe oe^mmen, unb jeber freit für fid^ felber. 
9?e^me benn iegii^r aud^ ben Äorb mit eigenen §änben, 
20 ®er il^m etma befd^ert ift, unb fte'^e befd^ömt üor bem SRäbd^en ! 

©ei e§, mie il^m aud^ fei! bcrfe^tc ber Süngting, ber 

laum auf 
Stile bie SBorte gel^ört unb fd^on fid^ im ftiHen entfd^Ioffen. 
©eiber gel^' id^ unb miß mein ©d^idEfal felber erfal^rcn 
25 2fu§ bem 9Kunbe be§ SRäbd^eng, ju bem id^ ba§ größte SSer- 
.X. trauen 



.v^"' 



KjjjL A^^^^^f ^^^ irgenb ein SKenfd^ nur iexubenvSBeibe gel^egt l^at. 
^J^ U gg^g yjg y^g^^ j^^g jp gyj^ gg 1^^ l^ernu^r^^^^ ha^ mei§ i^. 

©oH id^ fie aud^ jum le^teumal fe^n, fo rniH id^ nod^ einmal 
30 2)iefem offenen 93IidE be§ fdimarjen 9luge§ begegnen; 

5)rüdEMd^ fie nie an ba§ ^erj, fo miß id^ bie ©ruft unb bte 

©d^ulteru 
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©inmal noc^ fcl^iir bic mein Wem f o fcl^r ju umfcl^Ucften ht^^ 

SBttt bcn SRunb nod^ fe^en, Don bcm ein Sufe unb ba§ 3a mic^ 
©lücflid^ mad^t auf etoig, baS 9?cin mid^ auf cttJig i^'i^örei. , . ^ 
«ber logt mi^ aUcin ! 3^r f ottt nid^t toarten. »egebet^ ö 
6ud^ 5U SSater unb SKutter jurüd, bamit fte erfal^ren, 
S)a§ fic^ ber ©ol^n nid^t geirrt unb bafe e^ mert ift, baiJ 

SRäbd^en. 
Unb fo la^t mid^ allein ! J)en gufetDeg über ben ^ügel 
Sin ben ©imbaum l^in unb unfern SBeinberg ^i^wutOA^^io 
®tf)^ id^ näl^er nad^ $aufe jurüdE. 0, ba§ id^ bie ^^^^^T^^ 
greubig unb fd^nett l^eimfül^rte ! SSieHeid^t aud^ f(!|feic^id^ ^ 

aÖeine 
Sene 5ßfabc nad^ ipauS unb betrete frol^ fie nid^t tt)ieber. 

?Kfo fprad^ er unb ga^ bem geiftlid^en ^erru bie ^^th i5 
3)er berftänbig fie fa^te, bie fd^öumenben Sloffe be^errfd^enb, 
©d^neff ben SBagen beftieg unb ben ©i^ be§ gü^rerS befefete.'»<^'*; 

Slber bu jauberteft nod^, borfid^tiger SWad^bar, unb fagteft: 
®eme bertrau'id^, mein Sreunb, (£ud^ @eef unb (Seift unb 

®emüt an; 20 

aber Seib unb Oebein ift nid^t jum beften berma^ret, ^p^^-^^ ^ 
SBcnn bie geiftlid^e ^anb ber meltüd^en Bügel fid^ anmo|t.te>^ 

®od^ bu läd^elteft brouf, öcrftänbiger ^Pfarrer, unb fagteft: 
©i^et nur ein unb getroft öertraut mir ben Seib n)ie bie ©eele ! 
2)enn gefd^idft ift bie ^anb fd^on lange, ben 3ügel ju fül^ren, 25 
Unb ba§ Stuge geübt, bie fünftlid^fte SBenbung ju treffen. 
3)enn Xüix toaren in Strasburg gett)o^nt, bcn SSäagen ju 

knien, 
Stö id^ ben iungen 93aron bal^in begleitete; töglid^ 
flpllte ber SBagen geleitet öpn mir i(i^ l^aöenbe ^l^or burd§, 89 
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@tau6igc SScgc l^inauä bi§ fem ju bcn Stuen unb Sinben, 
aKitten burd^ ©dgareli be^ SSoIfö, boS mit ©pajieren bcn 

log tebt. 

ipalbgetröftet befticg borauf l>5£jfe^6ar ben SSagen, 
ß @a^ ttjie einer, bcr fid§ jum tt)e(IK$ci} Sprunge bereitet; 
Unb bie ^engfte rannten ttad^ ipaufe, begierig be§ @tatte§. 
?tber bic SBoIfc be§ Staube quoö unter ben mäd^tigen ^ufen. 
Sauge nod^ ftanb ber Süngling unb \^ ben ©taub ftcfi er^« 

lieben, 
lo @al§ ben Stoub ftd^ jerftreuen; fo ftanb er o^nc ®ebonfen. 



© r tt t 0* 



SSäic bcr tt)atibcmbe SRann, ber tjor bcm ©infen ber ©onnc 
(Sie nod^ einmal tn§ Stugc, bic fd^neßöerfd^Jüinbcnbc, fa^tc, 
J)ann im bunlcln ®ebüfd^ unb an ber ©eite be§ gelfen§ 
©d^loeben fielet il^r 93ilb; mol^in er bie 33IidEe nur tt)enbet, 
©ilet c§ öor unb glöuät unb fd^toanft in l^errlid^en garben: 5 
©0 bett)egte tjor ^ermann bie liebliche Sitbung be§ SRäbd^enS 
©anft fid^ öorbei unb fd^ien bem 5ßfab in§ ©etreibe ju folgen. 
Slber er fu^r au§ bem ftauncnben Sraum auf, meijbete tangfam 
3la(i) bem S)orfe fid^ ju unb ftauute n)ieber; benn ttjieber 
Jfam il^m bie l^ol^e ®eftalt be§ l^errüd^en 9Käbd^en§ entgegen. 10 
fjeft betrachtete er fie; e§ mar fein ©d^einbilb, fie mar e§ 
©etber. S)en größeren S?rug unb einen Heinern am ^enfel 
Jragenb in jegtid^er ^anb, f ofd^ritt fie gefd^äftig jiyjg SJrunnen. 
Unb er gii^g i^r freubig entgegen. G§ gab i^m il^r Slnbticf 
SRut unb Straft; er fprod^ ju feiner SSertt)unberten alfo: i5 
SinVid^ bid^, toadtxt^ 9Käbd^en, fo balb auf§ neue befd^ftftigt, 
^ilfreid^ anbem ju fein unb gern ju erquidten bic SKenfd^en ? 
@aj^ tt)arum f ommft bu allein jum Duett, ber boc^ fo ent« 

fernt liegt, 



i 
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®a ftd^ anbete bod^ mit bem SBaffer be§ ®orfc§ begnügen? 
greüic^ ift bteS öon befonberer JSraft unb ttebltd^ ju loften. 
Sener Stranlen bringfi bü e^ ttjo^t, bte bu treulid^ gerettet ?' 

greunblid^ begrüßte fogleid^ ba§ gnte SWäbd^en hzn Süng* 
6 fing, 

©prad^: So ift fd^on l^ier ber SBeg mir jum Srunnen be- 
lohnet, 
S)a id^ flttbe ben ®uten, ber nnS fo t)telc§ gereid^t l^at; 
^enn ber SlnblidE hß' ®eber§ ift n)te bte ®aita erfreulid^. 
10 ßommt nnb feilet bod^ felber, toer ßnre SKilbe genoffen, 
Unb empfanget ben ml^igen S)flnl bon allen ®rqnidftcn. 
®a§ ^^x aber fogleid^ öemefjmet, n)amm id^ gelommcn, ' 
^ier JU fd^dpfen, loo rein unb unabläffig ber Duett fliegt, 
©ag'td^ ßud^ bieg: e0 l^aben bie unijorfid^tigen SRenfd^en 
16 2lffe§ SBaffer getrübt im 2)orfe, mit 5ßferben unb Dd^fen 
®Ieid^ burd^ttjatenb ben Duett, ber SBaffer bringt ben ©c* 

^lool^nem. 
Unb fo l^aben fie aud^ mit SBafd^en unb SReinigen atte 
3:röge be§ S)orfe§ befd^mu^t unb atte Srunnen befubelt; 
20 ©enn ein {eglid^er benft nur, ftd^ felbft unb baS näd^fte Se* 

bürfnig 
©d^nett JU befrieb^gen unb rafd^, unb nid^t be§ gotgenben 

beult er. 

3lIfo fprad^ fie unb tüax bie breiten ©fufen l^inunter 
26 3Kit bem ^Begleiter gelangt; unb auf ba§ äßäuerd^en festen 
Selbe fid^ nteber beg Duette, ©ie beugte fid^ über, ju 

fd^öpfen; 
Unb er faßte ben anberen Jfrug unb beugte fid^ über. 
Unb fie fallen gefpiegelt i^r SSilb in ber SSIftue beS ^tmmete 
80 ©d^ttjanlen unb nidftcn fic^ ju unb grüßten ft^ freunblid^ im 

©pieget 



64 ^etmdtttt ttnb S)otot^ea. 

Safe ttiic^ trinlen, fagtc barauf bcr l^citcre ^üttS^i^ö; 
Unb fie ret^t' il^m ben förug. ^ann mieten fte betbe, t^ertraitltt^ 
Sluf bic (äcfäfec gclel^ttt; fie aber fagtc jum gretrabc: 
©oge, tt)ie finb* td^ bid^ l^icr? unb Dl^ne SBagcn unb 5ßfcrbc, 
gerne öom Drt, too t^ erft bid^ gefel^n? tt)te bift bu ge* 5 

f omntcn ? 

Senfenb fd^aute ^ermann jur 6rbe; bann ^oi er bie SlidEc 
Stufig gegen fie ^^L^{);M^ i^^ freunbUd^ ini Kuge, 
gül^lte ftd^ ftitt un^geftS|t Sebod^, il^r Don Siebe ju fpred^en, 
äBör^tl^m unmögtid^ getDefen; iffx Sluge bU^te nid^t Siebe, 'lo 
Slbcr ließen SSerftanb unb gebot, bcrpnm^ reben. 
Unb er faßte fid^ fd^nell unb fagte ftiStfi^um SKäbd^cn: 
Safe tnid^ reben, mein fiinb, unb beine gragen ertoibem. 
S)emettt)egen fam id^ l^ierl^er 1 tt)a§ fott id^^ä Verbergen? 
S)enn ic^ lebe begtüdft mit beiben Kebenben ©Item, i5 

^enen id^ treulid^ bad $au^ unb bie ®äter l^elfe berwalten 
9tfö ber cinjigc ©ol^n, unb unfre (Scfd^äfte fmb bielfad^. 
Slße gelber beforgfid^; ber SSater toaltet im ^ufe 
gleifeig; bie tl^ötige SRutter belebt im ganjcn bic SBirtfd^aft. 
Slber bu l^aft gett)ife aud^ erfal^ren, tt)ie fel^r baS ®efinbc 20 
SBalb burd^ Seid^tftnn unb balb burd^ Untreu plaget bie ^auiS* 

frau, 
3mmer fie nötigt, ju toed^felu unb gel^Ier um gel^Ier jutaufd^en. 
Sauge kDitnfd^tc bic SRutter bal^er fid^ ein äRöbd^en im ^aufe, 
3)a§ mit ber §anb nid^t allein, baS aud^ mit bem ^crjen il^r 20 

l^älfe 
Stn bcr lod^ter Statt, bcr leibcr frül^e beriomcn. 
9{un, aU xä) l^cut am S93agen bid^ fal^ in froI)er ©emanbtl^cit, 
®af) bie @tärlc bed Wna^ unb bie DoKe ©cfunbl^cit ber 

©lieber, so 

9ltö id^ bie SBorte \}tma^m, bie Derftönbigen, toax id^ 6e« 

troffen, 
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ttnb iij eilte nad^ ^Qufe, ben Altern unb ^eimben bte Stembe 
Stül^menb nad^ il^rem SSerbienft. Ütun lontm' t^ bir aber }tt 

faflen, 
SBoÄ fic toünf d^cn toxt i^. SJcrseil^' mir bte ftottcmbe 8lebc. 




leuct ®ud^ nid^t, fo fagte fic brauf, ba^ loeitrc ju 

ST^r bfleibigt mid^ nid^t, id^ l^ab'cg banibar cmpfunbcn. 

@agt ei^ nur grab' l^eraui^; ntid^ fann bad äSort nid^t er« 

fd^rcden: 
10 fingen möd^tct 3^r mid^ atö SRagb für SJatcr unb SRuttcr, 

3u t)erfe()en bai^ ^aui^, bai^ n^ol^terl^atten Sud^ baftel^t; 

Unb ^f)x glaubet an mir ein tüd^tigei^ üRöbd^en }u finben, 

3u bcr Strbcit gefd^idft unb nid^t t)on rol^cm (Semfite. 

6uer Slntrog toax furj; fo fott bie Sltttn)ort aud^ Iur$ fein. 
Iß 3a, id^ gcl^e mit ®ud^ unb folge bem SRufe beS ©d^idfate. 

9Keine ?ßffic^t ift erfüttt, id& l^abe bie SBöc^nerin Wieber 

8u ben ^l^ren gebrad^t, fie freuen fid^ aDe ber SRettung; 

®6)im finb bie meiften kifammen, bie flbrigen »erben ftd^ 

finben. 
20 Sitte benfen gen)i| in lurjen S^ößcnjgr^imat 

SBieberjuIcl^ren; fo pflegt fid^ fßtTWer SSertriebne ju 
^,o^^< fc^meid^eln./^^^- 

?lber id^ taufd^e mid^ nid^t mit leidster Hoffnung in biefen 

traurigen 2^agcn, bie un§ nod^ traurige Jage bcrfpred^en; 
26 ®cnn gclöft finb bie S3anbe ber SBelt; »er fnäpfct fte »ieber 

«tö attein nur bie SRot, bie ^öd^fle, bie unS beöorftel^t ? 

Sann id^ im §aufe be§ »urbigen SKanni^ mid^ bienenb er« 

näl^ren, 

Unter ben Stugcn bcr trcfflid^en grau, fo tl^u'id^ e§ gerne ;,^^^ 
80 S)enn ein »anbembeg SRäbd^cn ift immer öon fd^manfcnbcm 



aiufc.^*^ 



z^-.- ^. 
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Sa, id^ gel^c mit ®ud^, f obatb id^ bie fiWige ben greunben 
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■ 

SBiebcrgcbrad^t unb noä) mir ben Segen bcr ®uten erbeten. 
Kommt, Sl^r muffet fie feigen unb mid^ öon i^nen entpfangen. 

gröl^fid^ l^örtc ber Süngüng bc§ willigen SDiäbd^eng ®nt* 

fd^Iiefeung, 
ßtocifelnb, ob er i^r nun bie SBal^rl^eit follte geftel^en. 5 

W)tx eg fd^ien i^m ba§ SSefte ju fein, in itm SBal^n fie ju 

laffen, 
Stt feiu ipaug fie ju fül^ren, ju fecrfeaium £iebe nur bort 

erft. 
3(d^ ! unb ben golbenen SRing erblidt' er am ginger be§ lo 

aKäbd^eng; 
Unb fo liefe er fie fpred^en unb l^or^te fleißig ben SBorten. 

Safet un§, fu^jji^ Timt fort, jurüdEe leieren I 2)ie SRäbd^en 
SBerben immer gfeiabelt, bie lange beim SSrunncn bciweilen; 
Unb bod^ ift eö am rinnenben Dueß fo Iieblid§ ju fd^^Sfeir 15 
Sllfo ftanben fie auf unb fdf)auten ^^^Hj^ einmal 
Sn ben Srunnen jurüdf, unb füfee§ S^moSge« ergriff fie. 

Sd^meigenb natjm fie barauf bie beiben Srüge beim ^cnfel, 
©tieg bie ©tufen l^inan, unb ^ermann jolate ber Sieben, 
©inen Sfrug berlangt' er öon il^r, bie 93um ju teilen. 20 

Safet i^n, fprad^ f^^v?f !^^&^ P^ i^^tx bie gleid^ere Saft fo, 
Unb ber ^err, ber funttig befie^u, er foH mir nid)t bien^^^^i^ 
@el^t mid^ f ernft nid^t an, ol^ toäre mein Sd^idfat bebenfUq! ' 
!?ienen lerne beijeiten ha^ SBeib nad^ i^rer Seftimmung;^^^ '"^ 
^enn burd^ 3)ienen allein gelangt fie enblid^ jum iperrfd^en, 26 
;iu ber öerbienten ©etoatt, bie ioä) i^r im §aufe gel^öret. 
Tienet bie ©d^wefter bem 93ruber bod§ frü"^, fie bienet ben 

©Item, 
Unb iftr Seben ift immer ein ett)ige§ ®el^en unb S)ommcn, 
Cb€r ein ^ben unb !£ragen, ^Bereiten unb ©d^affen für anbre. so 
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SBo^t il^r, toctitt ftc baratt ftd^ gcwöl^nt, bafe lein SSeg \f)x ju 

fauer 
S33irb, unb btc ©tunbcn ber Sßad^t i^r finb tt)te bic ©tunben 

bc§ Stageg, 4^^ 
5 3)a| i^r niemaB bic 9lrbcit ju Hein imb bie wobei ju fein 

bünft, 
S)a§ fie fic^ ganj öergi^t unb leben mag nur in onbern ! 
^enn atö 9Kutter fümal^r bebcirf fie ber Jugenben olle, 
SSenn ber Säugling bie ßranfenbe mccft unl) 9?a^rung be* 

SSon ber ©d|n)ad^en, unb fo ju ©d^merjen Sorgen fid^ ^auj 
Snjanjig SRänner t)er6unben ertrügen nid^t btefe 93efd^ 
Unb fie foßen e§ nicf|t; bod§ fotten fie banfbar e§ ein 

2lIfo fprad^ fie unb mar mit il^rem (IjÄ^^SÖ^SJ^ i 
15 S)urc^ ben (Sarten gelommen bi^ an bie^nncttrSci^eune, 
SBo bie SSöd^nerin lag, bie fie frol^ mit izn 2^öd§tern Der=s 

laffen, 
Senen geretteten SKäbd^en, ben fd^öncn Silbern ber Unfd^ulb. 
Seibe traten Ifiinein; unb öon ber anberen Seite 
20 Jrat, ein ^inh an iegtid^er ^anb, ber JRid^ter jugleid) ein. 
®iefe maren bisher ber Jammemben ^^^^^ öerloren; 
916er gefunben ^atte fie nun im ®ettiimmet ber Sitte. 
Unb fie fprangcn mit Suft, bie Hebe SKutter ju grüßen, 
@id§ be§ 93ruber8 ju freun, be^ unbefanuten ®efpieten. 
26 9luf Sorot^een fprangen fie bann unb grüßten fie freunblid^, 
S3rot öerlangenb unb Obft, t)or allem aber ju trinfen. 
Unb fie reid^te ia^ SBaffer l^erum. S)a tranfen bie JKnber, 
Unb bie SBöd^nerin tranf mit ben 2:öd^tern, fo trani aud) ber 

9lid^ter. 
30 9lffe maren gelebt unb lobten ba§ ^errtid^e SBaffer; 

Säuerüd^ war'^ unb erquidttic^, gefunb ju trinfen ben 

SWenfd^en. 



,1^' 
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®a ücrfcfete ba§ SKäbd^eit mit cmficn Stitfcn imb fagte: 
Sreuttbe, btefed ift tpol^l baiS le^te äßatr bag td^ ben Shntg 

Sül^rc jum 5Wunbe, ba^ i(| bic Sippen mit SBaffcr cud^ nc^c; ^ 
Aber tocnn cud^ fortan am l^ci^cn Jage bet Irunf labt, ^r^"^ 
SBenn il^r im ©d^atten ber SRul^'unb bcr reinen DueÜen gc^ 

nicket, 
2)ann gebenfet aud^ mein nnb meinet freunblid^en S)ienfte§, ^^ 
J)en ic^ au^ Siebe mel^r ate au§ SSernjanbtfd^aft geteiftct.^^ '^ 
SBa^ i^r mir ®ute§ erjeigt, erf enrf td^ burd^ö fünftige Seben. lo 
Ungern laff' ic^ eud^ Jtüar; bod^ ieber ift bieSmal bem 

,^): :i wpN anbem 

SKe^r jnr iloft at§ jum^roft, ViVi\i alle muffen wir enblid^ 
Un§ im fremben Sanbe jerftreun, wenn bie SRüdtfel^r öerfagt 

ift. 15 

©el^t, l^ier ftc^t ber Jüngling, bem wir bie ®aben ber^ 

banfen, 
2)iefe ipülle be§ Sinb§ nnb {ene Wittf ommene ©peife. 
2)iefer lommt unb wirbt, in feinem ^au§ mid^ ju feigen, 
S)a§ id^ biene bafelbft ben reid^en, trefffid^en Sltem; ao 

Unb id^ fd^Iag^eg nid^t ab; benn überaß bienet bo§ SRöbd^en, 
Unb il^r Wäre jur Saft, bebient im $aufe ju rul^en. 
Sltfo foIgMd^ i^m gern; er fd^eint ein öerftönbiger Süngling. 
Unb f werben bie ßltem e§ fein, wie SReid^cn gcjiemet. '>«^^ervw— '^^ 
2)arum lebet nun Wol^I, geliebte Steunbin, unb freuet 20 

@ud^ be§ lebenbigen ©äuglingg, ber fd^on fo gefunb ®ud^ 

anblidt. 
3)rüdfet 3^r i^n an bie 93ruft in biefen farbigen SBidfeln, 
D fo gebenfet be§ 3üngting§, be§ guten, ber fie un^ reid^te 
Unb ber lünftig ^\\i) mid^, bie (Sure, nähret unb fleibet. so 
Unb 3^r, trefflid^er SKann, fo fprad^ fte gewenbet 5um 

SRid^tcr, 
$abet S)anf, bafe 3^r SJater mir wart in mand^erlei Söffen. 






^etmantt unb ^otot^eft. Od 

ttnb ftc htictc barauf jur guten SBöd^ttcrin ntcbcr, ^£^ y , 
Siüfetc bie tocittcnbc grau unb öcmal^m bci^ ©cgcn^ ®cli{pcL 
Stbcr bu fogtcft inbcg, c^rtüürbigcr SRid^tcr, ju ^ermann: 
Silliß feib S^r, o Srcunb, ju bcn guten SßSirtcn ju jä^Icn, 
5 5)ie mit tüd^ttgen SRenfci^cn bcn ^au^^alt ju führen btbaä)t 

ftnb. 
3)enn id^ ^bc toofjil oft gefel^n, bo§ man Sftinber unb 5ßferbe, 
@o mic ©c^afe genau bei jaufd^ unb §anbel bctrad^tet; 
Sbcr ben SKcnfd^cn, bcr allc§ erhält, toenn er tüd^tig unb gut 
10 ift, 

Unb ber atte§ jerftreut unb jcrftört, burd^ fatfd^eS ^Beginnen, 
S)iefcn WJtn\t man nur f o auf ®IüdE unb Qn^aU in§ ^au^ ein 
Unb bcreuei JU fpät ein übcreitte^ ®ntf(|fie6en. 
3lber c§ fd^eint, S^r t)erfte^t'§; benn 3^^ ^o^t ^^^ SKäbd^cn 
15 crmäl^Iet, 

@ud^ JU biencn im §auS unb ©urcn ©Item, haB brat) ift. 
galtet fie ttjol^l ! ^f)x merbet, f o lang fie ber aSirtfd^aft fid^ 

annimmt, 
S?id^t bic @(|tt)efter t)ermiffen, nod) Sure ©Item bie Jod^tcr. 

30 SJiele famen inbe§, ber SBöd^nerin na^e SSertt)anbtc, 

SKand^eg bringenb unb ifjr bie beffere SBofinung öerlünbenb. 

Sitte temal^men be^ 3Köbd[|en§ Sntfd^tu^ unb fegneten ^er- 

mann 

SWit bcbeutenben Sttdten unb mit befonbem ©ebanfen. 
25 3)enn fo fagte Xü6f)l eine jur anbem flüchtig an§ D^r l^in: 

SBenn au§ bem §erm ein S3räutigam tt)irb, fo ift fie geborgen. 

^ermann fa^te barauf fie bei ber $anb an unb fagte: 

Sa§ un§ gelten; eg neigt fid^ ber Jag, unb fem ift baiJ 

©töbtd^en. 
80 Sebl^aft gefpröd^ig umarmten barauf 2)orot^een bic SBciber. 

^ermann jog fie ^inmeg; nod^ tjielc ©rüfee befahl fie. 

Aber ba fielen bie ^nber mit ©darein unb cntfe^Iic^em SBetnen 
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3!^r in bic Stctber unb wollten bir jmcitc SKuttcr ni(|t laffcn. 
Wbtx ctrfunb bic anbre bcr SBcibcr fagtc gcbictcnb: 
@ti(Ie, Kinber ! fte gel^t in bte ©tabt unb bringt eud^ bei^ 
^^..^cii^ guten 

öuäctbroteS genug, ba§ eud^ ber Sßruber beftcttte, 
%{^ ber ©tordft i^n iüngft beim Surferbäder borbeitrug, 
Unb il^r fe^et fie balb mit ben fd^ön bergotbeten ®euten. 
Unb fo liefen bie fi'inber fte lo^, unb ^ermann entriß fte 
fRod^ ben Umarmungen laum unb ben fememinlenben X'^i^txxi. 



Witipomtnt. 



ftennann nitli Sorottea. 

Sfifo gingen btc jtt)ct entgegen ber finlenben ©onnc, 
Sic in SBoIIen M tief gettjütcrbrol^cnb t)er^IIte,J\A^ 
2lug bent ^(f)mk balb l^ier, balb bort mit gtü^enben 33Iicfen 
©tra^Ienb über ba§ gelb bie a^ii(!n^fuW ©eleu^tung. Xu^{u . 
5 SRöge bag bro^enbe SBetter, fo fagte ßcrmann, nid^t etma ^ 'ä 
©d^Iofeen un§ bringen unb l^eftigen ^ÄlS^'benn fd^ön ift bie 

6mte5^^J' 
Unb fie freuten ftd^ beibe be§ ^ol^en, tt)anfenben Some§, 
S)ag bie ©urd^fcl^reitenben faft, bie fjofjen ©eftalten, erreicl^te. 

10 Unb e§ fagte barauf bag SKäbd^en jum leitenben greunbe: 
Outer, bem id^ junöd^ft ein freunblid^ ©d^idEfal t)crbanfe, 
S)ad^ nnb "S^^ä), mcnn im gteien fo mand^cm SSertricbnen bcr 

©turmbräutr-'^''*'" 
©aget mir je^t öor allem unb lehret bie SItem mid^ fennen, 
lö Denen id§ lünftig ju bienen t)oii ganjer ©eele geneigt bin; 
S)enn fennt Jemanb ben $crrn, f o fann er i^m leichter genug 

SJenn er bie ®ingc bebenft, bie {enem bie wid^tigften fd^einen 

u 
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Unb auf bic er bcn ©inn, bcn fcftbeftimnttcn, gefegt l^at. 
2)arum jaget mir bod^: toit gemimi'id^ SSater unb ä)tutter? 

Hub ci^ bctfefete bagcgeu ber gute, bcrftänbige Süugting: 
0, tt)ic gcb' td^ bir red^t, bu gute§, trefflid^eS SRäbd^en, 
®a| bu jubörbcrft bic^ uad^ beut ©inne ber Sttem befrageft ! ö 
®cntt fo ftrebf td^ bi^l^er bergcbcnö, bcm SSatcr ju bicneu, 
SBenn td^ ber SBirtfd^aft nttd^ alg toie ber meinigen annal^m, 
Srül^ btn Sldfer unb fpät unb f o bef orgcnb ben SBeinberg. 
SReine 9Kutter bcfriebigt'id^ too^, fie tou^t\^ ju fd^^en; 
Unb fo totrft bu il^r auc^ ba§ trefffid^fte SRdbd^en erfd^einen, lo 
SBenn bu ba§ §au§ bef orgft, atö wenn bu ia^ beine beböd^tcft. 
Slber bem SSater nid^t fo; benn biefer liebet ben ©d^ein aud^. 
®ute§ a)iäbd^en, l^alte mid^ nid^t für f alt unb gefü^oS, 
SBenn id^ bcn SSater bir foglcid^, ber gremben, enthülle. 
Sa, id^ fd^toör'eg, ba§ erfte SRal x'\i% bafe frei mir ein foId^eS is 
SBort bie 3unge berlägt, bie nid[|t ju fd^toö^en geiool^nt ift; 
Slber bu lodtft mjr tieröor au§ ber 93ruft ein iebeS SSertrauen. 
@inige S^tx^t öerlangt ber gute SSater im Seben, 
SBünfd^et äußere 3eic^cit ber Siebe fo loie ber SSerel^rung, 
Unb er würbe öietteid^t öom fd^Ied^teren S)iener bcfriebigt, 20 
S)er bie§ toüfete ju nu^en, unb toürbe bem befferen gram fein. 

greubig fagte fie brauf, jugleid^ bie fd^neDeren ©d^ritte 
S)urd^ ben bun!elnben $fab berboppelnb mit leidster SSe^^ 

megung: 
S3eibe jufammen ^off'id^ fürmal^r jufrieben ju ftetten; 25 

®enn ber SRutter ©inn ift wie mein eigenei^ SBefen, 
Unb ber äußeren Qktht bin id^ bon Sugenb nid^t frembe. 
Uufere 9?ad^bprn, bie granlen, in il^ren frül^eren Reiten 
^iettcn auf ^üffi(^Icit öiel; fie war bem ©bete unb S3ürger 
S8ie ben Säuern gemein, unb jeber empfal^t fie ben ©einen, so 
Xini fo brad^ten bei uni^ auf beutfd^er ©eite ^ewöl^nlid^ 
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8tuc^ bie ^nbcr bcg aKorflctt§ mit ipönbclüffcn unb Sfnijd^cn 
©egen^lDunfd^c bctt ©Item unb l^idtcn fittlid^ bcn Jag au§. 
SlQei^, kpa^ id^ gelernt unb toa^ id^ bon jung auf gemo^nt bin, 
SBaS bon ^crjcn mir gel^t, iä) loitt eS bem 8Hten erjeigen. 
ö 2lber ttjer fagt mir nunmcl^r: loie fott xd) bir f eiber begegnen, 
5)ir, bem einjigen ©o^n, unb f ünftig meinem Oebteter ? 

Stifa fprad^ fie, unb eben gelangten fie unter ben 93im* 

bäum. 

^errlid^ glönjte ber SKonb, ber boHe, t)om ipimmel Iier- 
10 unter; 

fllaä)t toax*^, böQig bebedt ba§ le^te @^immem ber @onne. 

Unb fo lagen t)or il^nen in äRaffen gegeneinanber 

ßid^ter, l^ett tt)ie ber Sag, unb ©d^atten bunfeler Städ^te. 

Unb e§ l^örte bie Sragc, bie freunblid^e, gern in bem ©d^atten 
15 §ermann bei^ l^errlid^eu Säumig, am Orte, ber il^m fo lieb 

mar, 

3)er nod^ l^eute bie !£5räueu \tm feine SJertriebne gefeiten. 

Unb inbem fie fid^ nieber ein tt)enig ju rul^en gefe^et, 

©agte ber liebenbe Süngling, bie $anb be§ 3Räbd^en§ er- 
20 greifenb: 

Safe bein §erj bir e§ fagen unb folg il^m frei nur in allem. 

?lber er magte fein weiteres SBort, fo fel^r aud^ bie ©tunbe 

®ünftig war; er fürd^tete, nur ein 9lein ju ereilen. 

Sld^, unb er füllte ben Sling am ginger, ba§ fd^merjlid^e 
25 3cid^en. 

9lIfo fafeen fie ftiH unb fd^meigenb nebeneinanber. 

Slber ba§ SKöbd^en begann unb fagte: SSie finb id^ be§ 

aj^onbci^ 
^errlid^en ©d^ein f o füfe ! er ift ber Slarl^eit bei^ SCagS gteid^. 
80 ©e^id^ bod^ bort in ber ©tabt bie ^ufer beutlid^ unb §öfe, 
^n bem ®iebet ein ^cnfter ; mid^ beud^t, id^ jäl^Ie bie ©d^eiben. 
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SBa§ bu jic^ft, öcrfc^tc barauf bcr gehaltene Sü^flKng, 
2)a§ ift unfcrc SBol^uung, in bic xi) nicbcr hii) fü^rc, 
Unb bic§ gcnftcr bort ift meinet SimmcrS im SDad^e, 
©aS t)ietteid§t ba^ beinc nun mirb; tt)ir beränbem im ^aufe. 
2)iefc gelber ftnb unfer, fte reifen jur morgenben ®rnte. e 
$ier im ©d^attcn mollen wir ru^n unb be§ 2Ra]^te§ genießen. 
216er Ia§ un^ nunmehr ^inab burd^ SBcinberg unb ©arten 
Steigen; benn fielö, e§ rücft ba§ ft^mere ®en)itter l^erüber, 
SBetterleud^tenb unb batb öerfd^Iingenb ben lieblid^en SSott^ 

monb. 10 

Unb f ftanben fie auf unb tt)anbelten nicbcr ba§ getb l^in 
©urd^ ba§ mäd^tige fiom, ber näd^tlid^en Slarl^ctt fid^ 

freuenb; 
Unb fie njaren jum SBcinberg gelangt unb traten in§ 3)unlel. 

Unb fo leitet' er fie bic bieten $ßlatten hinunter, i5 

S)ie unbehauen gelegt atö ©tufen bientcn im Saubg^nng. 
Sangfam fd^ritt fie l^inab, auf feinen ©d^ultern bie |)önbe; 
Unb mit fd^manfenbctt Sid^tem burd^§ Saub überblidfte ber 

SKonb fie, 
(Sf) er bon SBcttermoIfen um^ßt im 5)unfeln ba§ $aar liefe. 20 
©orgtid^ ftü^te ber ©tarfe ba§ SKöbd^cn, ba§ über il^n ^er^ 

2lber fie, unfunbig bc§ (Stcig§ unb ber roheren (Stufen, 
geleite tretenb, e§ fnadEte bcr gufe, fie brol^te ju fallen, 
eilig ftredtte gemanbt ber finnige Igüngling ben Slrm au§, 25 
§ielt empor bie (Seliebte; fie fanf i^m leif auf bie ©d^ulter, 
©ruft toar gefenft an ©ruft unb Sßang' an SBange. ©0 

ftanb er 
©tarr mie ein SKarmorbtIb, bom emften SBillen gebänbigt, 
2)rüdftc nid^t fefter fie an, er ftcmmtc fid^ gegen bic ©d^njcrc. so 
Unb fo fü^It' er bic l^crrlid^c Saft, bic SSJärme be§ ^erjen? 
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Unb bcn S3alfam bcä Slt^m§, an fctnc.t Sippen ber^aud^ct, 
Srug mit SKanne^gcfü^l bie ^clbengröfec bc§ SBcibcS. 

^oä) fic bcrl^el^Itc bcn ©d^merj unb fagtc bic fd^erjenben 

äöorte: 
ö ®ag bcbcutct SScrbru§, fo fagcn bcbenftid^e fleutc, 
SBenn beim ©intritt in§ §au§ nid^t fem t)on ber ©d^ttjette 

ber Su6 Inadi. 
^ätt'id^ mir bod^ fürwal^r ein befferc§ 3cid^en genjünf d^et ! 
Sa§ un§ ein toenig öermeilen, bamit bid^ bie ©Item nid^t 
10 tabeln ^^..^.' 

SBegen ber l^inlenbcn 3Kagb unb ein f d^Ied^ter SBirt bu er=^ 

fd^eincft. 



Krania« 



aWufen, bic i^r fo ßcm btc ^crstid^c Siebe begÜnftigj[jj_^ 
2Iuf bcm SBcflc bisher bcn trefffid^en Sünöünß ^^Si^\ni^ 
9ln bie 93ruft il^m bag SKöbd^ctt nod^ öor ber SScrlobung gc^ 

brudEt l^abt, 
^ctfet aud^ ferner ben 93unb be^ lieblid^en $ßaare^ tottenben, 5 
2:eilet bie SSoIIen foflleid^, bie über il^r ®IüdE fid^ 

^erauf^iel^n, 
2l6er faget bor allem, moi^ ie^t im ^aufe gefd^iel^et. 

Ungebulbig betrat bie SWutter jum brittenmat mieber 
©d^on baS '^xxsmtx ber SKönner, ba§ forglid^ erft fie ber^^ 10 

laffen, 
©pred^enb bom nat)en ©etüitter, t)om fd^neHen SSerbunleln 

be§ 2Ronbe§, 
J)ann öom Sfußenbleibeu be§ ©o^n§ unb ber Städ^te %t' 

fal^ren; 15 

2:abelte leb^ft bie greunbe, baß, ol^ne ba§ SRöbd^en ju 

f predben, 
OT^nejumerben für i^n, fiefo balb fic^ öom Jüngling getrennet. 

7« 
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SWad^e ntc^t fd^timmcr ba§ UOel 1 ' t)erfc^t' uumuttg ber 

3)enn bu ftc^ft, \o\x ^arrÄt ja fclbft unb toarten bc§ 9tu§s: 

gaug§. ^-^^^ 

6 9tbcr gclaffcn begann bei* 9tad§bar fi^enb ju fpred^en: 
3mmcr l^ctbanf td^ e§ bod) in fold^ unrul^iger ©tunbe 

. SKeinem feiigen SSater, ber mir al§ Shtaben ^ic SSigcäel 
SlHcr Ungebulb ausriß, baß aud§ lein ff^^cn^urüdEbüeb 
Unb \6) ermarten lernte f ogleid^ toie leiner ber SBcifen. " 

10 Sagt, t)erfc^tc ber $ßfarrer, meld^ fimiftftüd brandete ber 

aitc ? 
'3)a§ crjö^f id^ Snd^ gern, benn jcber fmm e§ jid^ merfen, 
Sagte ber SRad^bar barauf . 9t(§ ^tabe ftanb id^ am ©onntag 
Ungebutbig einmal, bic Sfutfd^e ^epsn^crmartenb, 

15 S)ic un§ follte ]^inau§ jum Srunnen fji^rpi ber Sinben. 
'jiioi) fie !am nidEjt; id^ lief tüie ein St^iefelBa^in unb bort^in, 
treppen ^inauf ujj^inab unb t)on bem genfter ^ur S^ürc. 
9Mne Öwbe pricfmen mir; id^ fragte bie Sifd^e, 
2:rapp'eKeliampfenb l^erum, unb na^e mar mir ba§ SSeinen. 

20 StHeS fal^ bej^elaffene 5»^^ bod§ al§ id^ eö enblid^ 
®ar ju tl^ori^ betriSl^ ergriff er mid^ ru^ig beim Slrme, 
fjül^rte jum genfter mid^ ^in unb fprac^ bie bebenllic^en 

C:^V>ci ..i.^ äBorte: 
©ic^ft bu be§ 2:if^ter§i ba brüben für l^eute gefd^toffene 

SRorgcn eröffnet er fie; l)a rül^ret fid^^^^^otJel unb ©äge,/<M^ 
Unb fo gel^t c§ öon frül^e bi§ 3(benb bie ffeiWgeti ^tunben. 
aber bebenfe bir ble§: ber SRorgen n^irb lurfftig^ 
®a ber $Kcifter ftdfreg? mit cSitw feinen ©efeffen, 
80 2)ir bcn ^^aS^' ju bereiten unb fd^nell unb gefd^idtt ju t)oll- 

enbcn; 



^,fi^o' 
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Unb ftc tragen ba§ bretterne ^au§ g^J^^f^^Ö l^erüber, 
35og bcn ©ebulb'gen jule^t unb ben Ungebulbmen otfeämmt, 
Unb gar batb ein brücIenbcS ^aä) ju ttaQtnWfi^tmiv\t 
2tIIc§ \af) td§ f*^9^^j^§Jj5 ®eiftc njirltid^ gefd§et|en, a^j^^^^ 
@a^ bic 93retter ^^ug^uub bie Icfimarjc %axbt be^etwlT 5 
©ag gcbutbig nunmehr uiijb ^^^^J^^ifl ^^^ S^tfd^e. 
a^nnetuanbcrc nun in änjeifet^qEfftr^^ 
Unge^ömg ^erum, ba mufe ii) be§ ©argc§ gebenlen. 

Säd^dnb fagte ber $ßfarrcr: 3)e§ Jobe^ rül^renbeS Silb 

ftel^t 10 

9?icl^t als ©d^redten bem SSeifen unb nid^t at§ ©nbc bem 

grontmen. 
Scncn bröngt c§ tnS Sebcn jurüdE ^^^^IsfeFJ^JII^ ^anbeut, 
'Sicfcm ftärlt cS, ju lünftigem ^eil, int!?riKfalt)ie Hoffnung. 
Selben mirb jum Sebcn ber Xob. S)er SSater mit Unrecht 15 
^ot bem empfinblid^en ^aben bm 'Hob im 2^übe gemiefen. 
ßcige man bod^ bem Jüngling bc§ ebct reifenben 9fitcr§ 
SBert unb bem Sllter bie S^gcnb, ba| beibc bc§ cmigen 

greifet 
©id^ erfreuen unb fo fid^ Seben im 2tbtn t)ottenbe ! 20 

9tber bie Zl)\xx ging auf. ®§ jeigte bo§ l^errlid^e $ßaar fid§, 
Unb e5 erftaunten bie greunbe, bie liebenben ©Itern erftaunten 
Über bie ©ilbung ber 93raut, be§ SröutigamS a3ilbung .t)er= 

gleid^bar; 
3a, e§ fd^ien bic 2^üre ju Hein, bie l^o^en ©eftattcn 25 

Sinjulaffen, bie nun jufammen betraten bic ©c^mcllc. 

^ermann fteßte bcn ®Item fie t)or mit fliegcnben SBortcn. 
§ier ift, fagt' er, ein Süiöbd^cn, fo mie il^r im ipaufe fie 

tt)ünfc^ct. 
Sieber SJater, emjjfangct fie gut; fie berbient eä. Unb, liebe 80 
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SRutter, Befragt fie foöleid^ iiad^ bcm ganjen Umfang -bet 

SBirtfd^aft, 
Da§ ^x fel^t, tt)ie fel^r fie öerbient, ®ud§ nöl^er ju iDcrbcn. 

®Uig fül^rt' er barauf ben trefflid^cn $ßfarrer bei ©eitc, 

5 (Sagte: SBürbiger §err, nun l^etft mir au§ ^^^^fS^^SSÄä^äSJ^ 
©d^nett unb löfet ben Xfnoten, t)or bcffen ®ntmttlSigtq 

fd^aubre. 
S)enn ic^ ^be ba§ Sßäbd^en atö meine Sraut nid^t gc== 

njorben, 
10 (Sonbern fie glaubt al§ 9Kagb in \>^^ §au§ ju gel^n, unb id^ 

fürd^te, 
S)a§ ^^^iS!9j&^ 0'^^*' fobalb toir gebenlen ber $cirat. 
SIber entfc^teoen fei e§ fogIeid§ ! 9tid§t lönger im Srrtum 
©oH fie bleiben, tt)ie id^ nid^t länger ben 3^^ifcl ertrage. 
15 Kilet unb jeiget aud^ l^ier bie SBeig^eit, bie n^ir berel^ren ! 
Unb c§ ttjenbete fid§ ber ®eiftlid^e gteid^ jur ©efcllfd^aft. 

Slber leiber getrübt mar burd^ bie SRebe be§ SSaterS 
©d^on bjßSeele be^ SRäbc^en^; er l^atte bie munteren SBorte 
9JJit bep^iä^ wITint guten ©inne gefprod^en: 
20 3a, ba§ gefaßt mir, mein föinb ! 3Rit greubcn erfal^r id^, 

ber ©0^ ^at 
^ 9(ud^ tt)ie ber SSater ®efd§madE, ber feiner 3cit e§ gcnjicfcn, 
Smmer bie ©dC|önfte jum 2:anäe geführt unb enblid^ bie 

©dEjönfte 
25 3n fein §au§ al§ gtau fic^ gel^olt; \^^^ SRütterd^en toar e§. 
S)enn an ber S3raut, bie ber SRann fic^ ermöl^tt, läfet gleic^ 

fid^ erfennen, 
SBetd^e^ ®eifte§ er ift, unb ob er fid^ eigenen SBert fül^tt. 
8lber S^r brandetet mo^t aud^ nur ttjenig '^txi jur (£nt^ 
80 . f^tiefeung? 

®enn mid^ ounTet fttritial^r, i^m ift fo fd^mer nid^t ju folgen. 
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^ermann ^örtc bic Sorte nur fli 

(Slicbcr 
Snncn, unb ftille »ar bcr ganje Srct§ nun auf einmal^ 

2(Dcr ba§ trcffltd^c SKäbA^tiöon fold^cn fpöttifd^cn SBortcn, 
SBic fte i^r f(^icncn, öeliK^tunb tief in bcr ©cclc getroffen, ö 
©taub, mit piegenber STöte bie SBange bi§ gegen ben Stadfen 
Übergoffen; bod§ ^ielt fie fid§ an unb na^m fid^ 5ufamnten, 
@prad^ ju bem 9[(ten barauf, nic^t t)i)I[ig bie ©d^nterjen 

öerbergenb: 
Iraun ! ju f ot(^cm Gmpfong l^at mid^ ber ©ol^n nid^t bereitet, lo 
%zx mir be§ SJaterS Slrt gefc^ilbert, be§ trefflichen ©ürgerS* 
Unb td§ tpei§, id^ ftel^e öor ^Vii), bem gebitbeten 5D?anne, 
3)er fid^ Ilug mit j[ebem beträgt unb Qcmöi ben 5ßerf onen. 
Stber fo fd^eint e§, ^\)x fü^It nid^t 35^itlclb genug mit ber 

Slrmen, 15 

®ie nun bie @d[)n)elle betritt unb bie ®ud^ ju bleuen bereit ift; 
®enn fonft mürbet %\)x nid^t mit bitterem ©potte mir seigcn, 
SBie entfernt mein ©efc^id öon Gurem ©ol^n unb Don Gud^ fei. 
greilicb tref ii^^Hiw^^ntt» ntit Keinem 95ünbeIJn§ 6ou§ ein, 
5!)a§ mit aßem öerfc^n bie frorjcn Sefco^ner gemi^ mad^t; .20 1^^ 
Stber id^ lenne midf| mo^I unb fül^Ie ba§ ganje SSer^ältni^w/*^''^*'^ 
3ft e§ ebcl, mid^ gleirf) mit folrfjem ©potte ju treffen, 
S)er auf ber ©d^meffe beinal^ mid^ fd^on au§ bem ^aufe ju^^ 

rüdttrcibt ? 

95ang be'megte fic^ ©ermann unb tüiulte bem geiftlic^en 26 

greunbe, ,^.-..JL 
S)a§ er in^ SJiittel fid§ fd^tüge, fogleid^ ju berfd^eud^en ben 

Srrtum. 
©ilig trat ber Sluge l^eran unb fd^aute be§ 3Käbd^en§ 
©tillcn SSerbru^ unb gehaltenen ©d^merj unb S^l^ränen im so 

9(uge. 
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3)a Ocfa^I i^m fein ®cift, nic^t fllcid^ ^^ ^,j(^^ife? ""9 h^ Föfei^ 
©onbcrn öiclmc^r baS bcmcgtc ©Änut 51^ prüfen bc^ 

SKäbd^eug. 

5 Unb er fagtc barauf ju i^r mit bcrfnd^enbcn SBortcn: ^ ,.,/.. 

©id^er, bu üOerlcgteft nirf|t m% SRöb^en beg StuSlanbg, f ^'* l'"''^' * 
SBcnn bu bei grembcn ju bienen bid^ attju eilig cntfd^Ioffeft, 
SBa^ eS ^ei§e, bai^ ^nu^ beä^gebietenben ^errn ju betreten; 
®enn ber ^anbfc^Iag b^nmi'oa^ ganjc ©d^irffal bcig 

Sa^reS, 
10 Unb gar Dieter ju bulben öerbinbet ein ctnjigeS 3«^ort. 
©inb boc^ nirf|t ba§ ©d^merfte bei^ 5)icnft§ bic ermübcnben 

SBegc, 
SWid^t ber bittere ©d^mei^ ber emig brätfaenben 9lrbeit; 
®eun mit bem Jtned^tc jugleid^ ^^nmp*^i(^ ber tl^ätige 
16 Sreie; 

9lbcr äu bulben bie Saune be§ ^erm, iDenn er ungered^t 

tabelt, • 
Ober biefeg unb jenc§ begehrt, mit fid§ felber im 3^icfpalt, 
Unb bic ^eftigfeit nod^ ber grauen, bie leidet fid^ erjümct, 
20 5DJit ber ^inbcr ro^er unb übermütiger Unart, 

1^^ ;fti^tt)er }u ertragen, unb bo6) b;e 5ßpi4t ju erfüllen 
*1Ifiigc(ffimi^unb rafc^ unb felbft nic^t ilRfimfJf ju ftorfen.^^V 
%oi) bu fc^einft mir boju nid^t gefrfjicft, ba bie ©d^erje be§ 

yj. »ateri^ 

26 ©d^on bid^ treifen fo tief, unb bod^ nid^ti^ gemö^nlid^er bor^^ 

lommt, 
Site ein SKäbd^cn ju plagen, ba§ mol^I i^r ein Jüngling gefalle. 

atfo fprad§ er. ©^ füllte bic treffenbe Siebe bag »föbd^en, 
Unb fie ^iclt fid^ nic^t me^r; t» jcigten fic^ i^re ®efü^Ic 
80 SKäd^tig, cg ^oi fic^ bie ©ruft, au8 ber ein ©cuficr l^erbor* 

brang. 
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Unb fte fagte fogleid^ mit ^eig üergoffenen Xffxöntn: 
D, nie tpeife bcr öcrftänbige Sliaim, bcr im ©4mcrj un§ ju 

raten 
5)enlt, toic menig fei^ SBort. ba§ lolte, bie Stuft ju befreien 
3e öon bem Seiben lietiftagrbo§ ein ^o^eö Sd^idfal un§ auf* 5 

legt. 
3^r feib gIüdHi(^ unb fro^, toie follt ein ©c^erj ©ud^ öer^ 

n)unben ! 

2)od§ ber ^anf enbe f ü^tt aud^ f c^merjUc^ *^'^feifLSSäfe?"8' ^ / 
9?cin, c§ ^ülfe mir nid^tS, menn felbft mir Serffdiungg^ lu '** ' 
3eige fid^ gleic^, ma§ fpäter nur tiefere ©c^merjen öermel^rte 
Unb mid§ brdngte öietteid^t in ftittöerjel^renbeg ßlcnb. 
flafet mid^ lieber ^inmeg I 3d§ barf im ^aufe nid^t bleiben. 
3d^ mitt fort unb gc^e, bie armen SReinen ju fuc^en, 
®ie id^ im UnglüdE Vertiefe, für mid§ nur ba§ Seffere tpö^lenb. 15 
Sie§ ift mein fefter ©ntfd^tu^, unb iä) barf (£ud^ barum nun 

befennen, 
SBag im ^crjen fid^ fonft moI)I ^afjvt f)'ditc Verborgen. 

3a, bcö ^^^^Si>^HS.^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^f getroffen; nid^t, meil id^ 
©tolj unb cmpImotH^ bin, mie e§ mo^I ber 9JJagb nid^t ge* 20 

jiemetJ/JöAft^-vc. 
©onbcm meit mir fürttjal^r im ^erjen bie Sf^tgun^d^ regte 
®egen benSüngling, ber ^eute mir ot» einSrretter erfd^ienen. 
Denn atö er erft auf ber ©tra^e mid^ liefe, fo mar er mir 

immer 26 

Sn ©ebanfen gebüeben; id^ backte be§ glüdflic^en SRäbd^en^, 
Sa§ er bietteid^t fc^on aU Sraut im ^erjen mö^c bema^ren. ^^^"'^''^ 
Unb aU xä) mieber am ©runnen i^n fanb, ba freut id^ mid^ 

feines 
2lnbIidE§ f fe^r, al§ mär' mir bcr ^immüfd^cn einer erfd^iencn. 30 
Unb id^ folgt i^m fo gern, aU nun er jur SRagb mid^ ge:^ 

morbcn. ,Jf.^^■• 
^06) mir fd^mcid^elte freiließ bag ^erj (id^ miß eS geftel^en) 
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Auf bem SßJcße f)ic^cr, aU '^jyt^liä^^^^S^ 
SBcnn id) würbe be8 ^a\x\t^ bcÄinp^^ 
3lbcr, ad) ! nun fc^'itfi jucrft bie O^yo^rcii, in ble ic^ 
9Kid^ bcflaO, fo no^ bem ftitt ©etiebteu ju mof}nen. ^^ 
e 9Jun erft fül)!' iä), tt)ie »eit ein armeS SKäbd^en entfernt ift 
S?Dn bem reicl)eren Jüngling, unb menn fie bie Süd^tigfte 

tt)äre. 
SlHcS bog ^aVi^ S^SSt,^^^^* 3^^ '^^^ .SSyjii^^^ bericnnct, 

10 3)cntt baS mufet^ \ä) erwarten, bie ftiHen SBünfd^c öerbergcnb, 
S)a6 er fici^ brächte junäd^ft bie ©raut jum $aufe gcfü^ret; 
Unb ttJte ^ätt'id^ oföb^nn bie l^eimlicl&en ©c^mcrjcn ertragen I 
Olücflid^ bin i^ gc^monit, unb gtücfüd) töft bo« ®cf)eimniS 
öon bem ©ufen fiel) loiS, jc^t, ba nocl) baS Übet ift heilbar. c^^^^< 

lö §(6er bad fei nun gefagt; unb nun fott im ^aufe mid^ länger 
^ier "td^täp^aßjn, mo id^ Oefd^ämt unb ängftlid^ nur ftc^e, 
Srei bie SWigung befenncnb unb jene tl^örid^te Hoffnung. 
Slid^t bie 3lai)t, bie Oreit fid^ bebecft mit finlenben SBoIfen, 
Slid^t ber rollenbe Donner (id^ l)ör i^n) fott mid^ öer^iubern. 

ao SRid^t bei^ SRegcnS ®\i^, ber brausen gemoltfam ]^eral)fd)lngt, 
S?od) ber faufenbe gtuvm. DaÄ ^aO id) affeS^ertrogcn 
Sluf ber traurigen ^nS)i unb na^ am öerfolgcubcÄ geinbc. 

Unb ic^ fl^jH^^iilLF'^*^^^ ^*^^?|/ ^^^ i^ I^"9^ gewohnt bin, ^ ^^ 
SSon bem ©frimocr ßcit crjpftcn, t)on affem 5u f^eibeu. 
25 Sebet mo^l ! id^ bleibe nic^t länger; t^ ift nun gefd^e^en. 

?ltfo fprad^ fie, fic^ rafd^ 5urüd nad^ ber S^üre bemegenb, 
Unter bem 2lrm baS ©ünbeld^en nod^, bod fie brad^te, be* 

tt)a]^renb<;A'^* 
9lbcr bie SKutter ergriff mit Ociben 9trmen bag 3Mäbd)en, 
80 Um ben 2cib fie faffenb, unb rief öertounbert unb ftaunenb : 
©ag', »ad bebeutet mir bie^ unb biefe üergebtic^en S^l^ränen ? 
SZeiUr id^ laffe btd^ nic^t; bu bift mir bed @o{)ned 93erIobte. 
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Slber bcr SSater ftanb mit SBibcrtüißen bagcgen, 
?luf bic SBcinenbe fd^aucnb, unb fprarf) btc öcrbric^Iid^en ' 

Sltfo ba§ ift mir p^efet für^ic ^örfiftc 9Äd^i(^t flctpotben, 
3)nfe mir ba§ Unan^nc|mftc'gcfci^ic]^t noc^ jum ©(l(tu|fc be§ 6 

©cnnmirjff unteibtid^er nici^tS al§ 2^^ränen^er SBcit»cr, 
Seifötfqaftticl^ ©efclirei, ba§ ^eftig üerlüdmn beginnet, ^ja.^-- 
SBo§ tnitje;g menig Sfeernunft fic^ lie^e geäna^Uqer fd^tic^len. 
SRir ilt tciftig, noä) länger bie§ njunberlic^e 93cginnen lo 

Slnjufd^auen. SSoßenbet e§ felbft; ic^ ge^e ju Scttc. 
Unb er manbte ftc^ fd^neß unb eilte, jur J?ammer ju gc^cn, 
SBo i^m ba§ ß^bett ftanb unb mo er ju ru^en gemol^nt njar. ' 
Stber i^n l)ielt ber <Sof)n unb fogte bie jTel^enben SBorte: 
SSater, eilet nur nic^t unb äürnet nic^t über ba§ SRäbd^cn ! lö 
Srf) nur ^nbe bie ©d^ulb t)on aller SJermirrung ju tragen, 
©ieuncrmartet ber Steuubnod^burc^SJerftcHungöermc^rt^at. 
. SRebet, tDürbiger ."^err ! bcnn ®ud^ vertraut irf) bie ©ac^c. 
/v '^'* l^öufet nic^t Slngft unb SJerbrufe; üollcnbct lieber ba§ ®m}^^ ! 
S)enn icf) mödbtcjo J^od^ ®ud^ nid^t in Sw^unft tJcrel^ren,)-^''- fo 
fflenn gl^r'^'qabenfr^ube nur übt ftatt ]^errltrf|er SBcigl^cit. 

Söd^elnb üerfe^tc barauf ber mürbige Pfarrer unb fagte: 
SBelc^e Mug^eit ^ätte benn m^ ba§ fc^öne ©efenntnig O ^ '<^ '^ 
5!)iefer ®uten ^ntlodct unb un§ enthüllt ibr ®cmüte ? 
Sft nid^t bie ©orge fogteid^ bir 5ur SSfönn^unb grcube gc^ 26 

morben ? 
9tebe barum nur felbft ! mo§ bebarf e§ frember ©rflörung ? 

Stun trat ^ermann ^erüor unb fprad^ bie freunblid^cn 

^,,v' , Jäortc: 
Sa^ bic^ bie 2:^ränen ni^t reun, nod^ biefe jTüd^tigen so 

©d^merjen; 



> 



tv>^ 



^etmatttt unb £)orot^ea. S5 

$)cnn [xt tooKcnbcn mein ®Iüi unb, »ic \ä) munfd^c, baS 

bcinc. 
Sticht baS treffliche Sßäbclicn afö SWagb, bie grcmbe, ju bingen, 
&am iä) jum ©runncnu id^ tarn, um beiue Siebe ju merbenr* 
6 aber, ai^ ! mein f^ü^yticr ©lirf, er fonntc bic SReigung (tft''^'^ 
S)eineS ^erjcni^ nid^t fe^n; nur Sreuublici^teit fo^ er im 9Iuge, 
Sltö au^ im ©pieget bu i^n bei^ ruhigen 93runnend be^ 

grü^teft. 
SDid^ ini^ ^au^ nur }u führen, ei^ mar jc^on bie ^ölfte beS 
10 ©lürfeg. 

Aber nun öottenbcft bu mir'^ ! D fei mir gefegnet ! 

Unb e§ f einernte baä 3Käbd§en mit tiefer SRii^rung jum Jüngling 

Unb öciiiuco nid^t Umarmung unb Jhife, ben ®ipfel ber 

16 SBenn fic ben Siebenben fiiib bie tangAfe^ntt Serfid^rung 
Mnftigen 6^1ücf^ im Seben, baiS nun ein unenblid^ed fc^einet. 

Unb ben übrigen l^attc ber 5ßfarrl)err atte^ crftöret. 
?lbcr ba§ SWäbd^en fam, öor bem SSatcr fid^ ^erjlid^ mit StnnuiV 
9?eigenb unb fo i^m bie ^anb, bie jurüdtgejogene, füffenb, 
20 Sprad^: ^^x »erbet gerecht ber Überrafc^ten öergei^en 
®rft bie J^ränen bc§ ©d^mcrje^ unb nun bie J^röncn ber 

greubc. 
D, öergcbt mir ienei^ ®efü^I, öergebt mir öud&bie^e^g^^^ 
Unb tafet nur mic^ inö &l\xi, \>a^ neu mir gegönnte, m*ic^ 

ga, ber erfte SScrbruft, an bem id^ SSerworrene fc^ulb toax, 

@ei ber tefcte jugteic^ ! SBoju bie SWagb* ficft verpflichtet J-^ ^ ' 

2:reu JU tieOenbem 5)ienft, ben fott bie loc^ter (£ud^ leiften. r^ '^ ' 

Unb ber SSoter umarmte fie gleid^, bie Jl^rönen öcrbergenb. 
30 S:raulid^ fam bie SKutter berbei unb fü^te fie ^erjtid), 
©d^ttttette $anb in ^anb; ed fd^miegen bie meinenben grauen. 



86 ^ermann unb !&orot^ea. 

©itig fafetc barauf bcr gute, bcrftönbigc 5ßfarrl^crr 
®rft be§ aSater§ ^anb unb jog i^m öom ginger ben Jrauring 
(Sitd^t fo Icicf)t; er tt)ar bom runblid^cn ®ticbc gel^alten), 
Staunt ben 9ting bcr SKuttcr barauf unb bcriobte bte Sinbcr; 
@prad^: 3loä) cinmat fei ber golbcncn SRcifcn ©cftimmung, 5 
Seft ein 95anb ju fnüpfen, ba§ böttig glcid^c bcm alten. 
S)tefer ^üngting ift tief bon bcr Siebe jum SRäbd^cn burd^* 

brungcn, 
Unb ba§ SKftbd^en geftel^t, bafe aurf) i^r ber Süngltng er* 

münfc^t ift. 10 

Stlf bertob' \6) eud^ ^ier unb fegn' eud^ fünftigen Seiten, 
aJlit bcm aSiUcn ber ©ttern unb mit bem ßc^Ötti^ ^^^ 

grcunbcS. 

Unb c§ neigte fid^ gteid^ mit ©egen^münfc^en btr SRad^bar. 
SlOer al§ ber geifttid^e ^err ben golbenen JReif nun lö 

©tecEt' an bie ^anb be§ 9Käbd)en§, erblidEf er ben anberen 

ftaunenb, 
®en fd^on ^ermann jubor am Srunnen forglid^ betrad^tet. 
Unb er fogte barouf mit freunbtid^ fdierjenbcn SBorten: 
SBie? bu bertobeft bic^ fc^on jum jnjeitenmal? S)aft nic^t 20 

bcr crfte 
Sräutigom bei bem ?tltar fid^ jcigc mit l^inbembcm ©infprud^ ! 

9lber fie fagte ^2£J"jMp' ^^6* ^i^ biefer ©rinnrung 
©inen StugenbtidE Setgeiu^öenn tt)ol^t berbient fie ber ®ute, 
®er mir it)n fc^eibenb gab unb nic^t jur ^eimat jurüdfam. 25 
?me§ fa^ er borau^, aU rafd) bie Siebe ber Srcil^cit, 
3lt§ i^n bie Suft, im neuen, beränberten^efen ju mirfcn, 
2:rieb, nad^ 5ßori§ ju gel^n, baf)in, tt)o erwcrferunhSob fanb. 
Sebe gtüdEUd^ ! fogt^ er. S^ %^^^'j ^^^^ ölle§ moegt fid^ 
Se^t auf ©rben einmot, e§ fd^eint fid^ allc§ ju trennen. so 
®runbgefc^e töfen fid^ auf ber feftcften ©toatcn, 
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Unb CS löft bct^^cfife fid^ loS üom oltcn Sefi^er, 

Srcunb ftd^ toi^ öon grcuub; fo löft fic^ ßicbc üon Siebe. 

^i) öerlaffc bic^ ^ier; unb tüo id^ bi(^ jemate toieber 

ginbe, tt)cr tt)ei§ eS? SSietteid^t finb biefe ®efprä(|e bic 
ö legten. 

5>Jur ein grcmbling, fagt man mit SRe(|t, ift bcr 9Wenfd^ ^icr 

auf ©rben; 

SERel^r ein grcmblinfl afö icmol^ ift nun ein jebcr gett)orben. 

Uni^ gel^ört ber 83oben nicljt mc()r; eä manbcrn bic ©d^ä^c; 
10 ®olb unb ©über fdtimitjt auS ben ntten, l^eiUgen gormen; 

9iae§ regt fid^, als njolltc bie SBett, bie geftattctc, rüctmärtS 

Söfen in ©^aoS unb 3?ad^t fid^ auf unb neu ficf) geftatten. 

S)u bema^rft mir bcin ^crj; unb finben bereinft mir unS 

tüieber 
16 Über bcn Krümmern bcr SBelt, fo finb mir erneute Oefdjöpfe, 

UmgcOilbet unb frei unb unabpngig öom ©c^idtfal; 

®enn maS feffelte ben, bcr fold^e Sage burd^tebt l)at ! 

Slbcr fott cS nic^t fein, bo^ Je mir, auS biefen ©efa^ren 

(ätüdttid^ entronnen, unS einft mit Steuben mieber umfangen, 
20 D, fo crl^alte mein fd^mebenbcS S3itb bor beincn ©cbanlen, 

S)a6 bu mit gleid^em SWutc ju ®{üdE unb Unglüdt bereit feift ! 

SodEct neue SBol^nung bid^ an unb neue SJerbinbung, 

©0 genieße mit J)anf, maS bonn bir baS ©dEjictfal bereitet. 

Siebe bie Siebenben rein unb l^olte bcm ®uten biet) banfOar. 
25 2tbcr bann aud) fc^c nur leidet ben bemegtid^en guß auf; 

S)enn cS lauert bcr boppette ©d^merj beS neuen SSertuftcS. 

$ei(ig fei bir bcr Sag; bod^ fd^ä^e ba§ Seben nicf)t l^öl^cr 

^te ein anbercS ®ut, unb alle ®ütcr finb trüglirf). 

2ttfo fprad^ er; unb nie erfcl|icn ber ßbte mir mieber. 
80 2lIIcS öerlor ic^ inbeS, unb taufenbmat bac^t ic^'ber SBarnung. 

Sinn aud^ benf id^ beS SBortS, ba fc^ön mir bie Siebe baS 

®IücI ^ier 

SReu bereitet unb mir bic l^crrtid^ftcn Hoffnungen auffdE)tie6t, 
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D, öcrjei^, mein trcffltd^cr Srcunb, ba§ xä) fcIOft an bcm 

Slrm UfS) 
^oltenb bebe ! ©o fd^cint bcm cnbtid^ getonbeten Sd^iffer 
%viä) bcr fid^crfte ®runb be^ feftcften 83obeu^ ju fd^manfcn. 

Sllfo fpraci^ fte unb ftccfte bie Jftinge nebeneinanbcr. 5 

aber bcr 93räutigam fprad^ mit cbter, männtid^er Stül^rung: 
5!)cfto fcftcr fei bei bcr aUgemeincn ©rfd^üttrung, 
S)orot^ea, bcr 93unb ! SBir tpollcn Ijalten unb baucm, 
geft un§ galten unb fcft bcr fd^öncn ®ütcr Sefi^tum. 
Senn ber 9Renfd^, bcr jur fd^manlcnben Stxt aud^ fd^njanfcnb lo 

gefinnt ift, 
3)er öcrmel^rct ba§ Übet unb breitet e§ meitcr unb meiter; 
Stber mer fcft auf bcm ©innc bc^arrt, ber bilbct bie S33clt fid^. 
9}ic^t bcm S)eutfc^en gesiemt e§, bie fürd^terüc^c 93ctt)egung 
gortäuteitcn unb aud^ ju manfen l^ierl^in unb bortl^in. 15 

S)ie§ ift unfcr ! fo Io§ un^ fogen unb f e§ bcljauptcn ! 
®cnn c§ ttjcrben nod^ ftct§ bie entfd^Ioffenen SJöIfer gepriefen, 
®ie für ®ott unb ®cfe^, für ©Itcrn, SBcibcr unb Sfinber 
Stritten unb gegen btn geinb äufammcnftcl^cnb ertagen. 
S)n bift mein, unb nun ift ba§ äReinc meiner ate icmal§. 20 
SRid^t mit Summer tt)itt id§'^ bewahren unb f orgenb genießen, 
©onbern mit 9Kut unb Sraft. Unb bro^cn bic^raal bie 

geinbc, 
Cber fünftig, fo rufte mid§ fctbft unb reiche bie SBaffen. 
SBci§ ii) burc^ bid^ nur üerforgt ba§ ^an^ unb bie tiebenben 25 

eitern, 
D, fo ftcllt fid^ bie 95ruft bem geinbe fidler entgegen 
Unb gebadete jeber mie id^, fo ftünbe bie SKad^t auf 
®egen bie 2Kad§t, unb »ir erfreuten un0 attc bci^ gricbcn^. 



NOTES. 



Hie h^eavy figiares refer to ihe pages qfiheiexlj ih« lighier figiarts 
to ihe lines. 



[The scene is a Utile mannfactaring town on the east side of the 
Upper Bhiae — say in the Ticmity of Frankfort. (It annoyed 
Goethe to have people inqnire what city had been in his mind ; see 
Eckermann's ** Gespräche mit Goethe" f or December 27th, 1826.) 
The topographical allusions of the poem are satisfied if we think 
of the "Städtchen" as lying near the top of an acclivity sloping 
sontheast Down this slope for a distance of abont two miles nins 
a road connecting the town with a public highway passing throngh 
the Valley — say in a northeasterly direction. On this highway, 
a few miles northeast from its jnnction with the other road, is the 
spring nnder the lindens, and just beyond this the yillage where 
the emigrants stop. The *' Golden Lion" inn is north of the mar- 
ket place ; its garden extends back of the honse to the city wall ; its 
Yineyard oconpies the snnny slope ontside the wall to northward, 
and its farm Stretches away on the stimmit of the hill to a laige 
pear tree on its eastem border. The time of the action is given 
by Goethe as August^ 1796.] 



3. ftallio)lf* After the poem ]^ad grown to nine cantos (see 
Intr., p. xiv) Goethe was pleased to call them after the mnses, just 
as the nine books of Herodotns had been named by the ancient 
grammarians, or perhaps by the anthor himself. As applied to the 
books of Herodotns the names of the muses occur in the f ollowing 
Order, which is taken from Hesiod : Olio, muse of history ; Eu- 
terpe, of lyric poetry ; Thalia, of comedy ; Melpomene, of tragedy ; 
Terpsichore, of Choral song and dance ; Erato, of erotic poetry ; 
Polyhymnia, of the hymn of worship ; Urania, of Astronomy ; 
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and Galliope, of the epic. Gk>ethe's order, it will be seen, ia 
qnite different^ being parÜy based on bis own bense of fitness, 
and paiÜy, it wonld seem, the reenlt of chance ; at least it is not 
possible in every case to find a connection between the matter of 
the canto and the mnse whose name it bears. In the case of the 
first, however, the reason is clear. In the historical work the 
muse of history comes first, that of epic poetry last; bnt in an epio 
poem the mnse of the epic was entiÜed to the place of honor. — 
^lliitffal UV^ KittetI, /ofo of the exiles and sympathy with 
them on the part of the personages of the poem. — 1. ^QiSi, reaUy, 
of a indh; regularly nsed in emphatic assertions in which the 
verb precedes the snbject. — 3. Ultf gflfljrt/ as if siocp< ciean. — 
4. flUtfjtg seems to have been preferred by Goethe to fünfzig. 
Both f onus are now in good standing, the latter being the preferred 
literary nsage. — 5. ^tuä^t mit, mähinks^ the same as bün!t mit 
or bünft midj, The verb bünfen/meaning "to be in one's mind," 
and nsed indiJSerently with the dat. or the acc. of the person con- 
cemed, formed its preterite in Middle High German as bu^te, later 
beuchte (bauchte), like bctilcn, bolzte. This preterite bcud^te, seeming 
to presnppose a present beud^en, begot snch a present in the 15th 
centnry, since which time it has been in common nse both in prose 
and poetry. In 67, 6, occnrs i^r bünlt, and in 73, 31, mic^ 
htudit — UlieHen juräd : Since the Speaker is thinking of the city*s 
present appearance, as is shown by the preceding line, fmb gurüd« 
geblieben wonld have been more in accordance with regnlar nsage. 
This, however, was metrically impossible ; and, fnrthermore, we 
often find, even in prose, the preterite nsed of a past action, the 
resnlts of which extend np to the present moment. — 6. xtUtii ttttll 
läuft ; nsed withont sharp distinction of meaning in the general 
sense of "mns and races," or "hnrries and scnrries." — 7. JBet* 
trieünen, exUes. These are Germans from across the Bhine who 
have lef t their homes ; jnst why, we are not told, bnt apparently on 
acconnt of the nncertainties and miseries of their position in the 
path of advancing and retreating soldiery. In 48, 12, there 
seems to be an intimation that their homes had been bnmed. Or 
is it^ perhaps, a reminiscence of the Salzbnrg story (see Intr., 
p. iv) that they are called Vertriebene, as if they had been *' driven 
ont" by some decree of anthority? — 8. ^antttttoeg/ high road; 
ItDamm meaning the banked np materials composing it. It is fiirther 
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on called Ori^auffee, wbich is now the common word. — bieli^eil ; 
acc. of "the way," not of **the space passed over," which is diSSfer- 
ent The sense is '*along which they are passing." — tntntft; 
eqtdyalent to immerhin, kasitßise, after aU.—^tun'ti^tn, a short 
hour's loalk, The ^tunbe as a meastire of distance connts as abont 
two and a half miles.— 14. bal ibtttfltini\iSlt Saitb, bol fll^dtie ; 
eqtdyalent to baS f(3^5ne übcrr^cinif(3^c 5?anb. On this, in "Her- 
mann," yeiy frequent postponement of the adjectiye for the 
meter's sake (see Intr., p. xyiii). — 16. ihrtttnntutlgeti; like Üt^at9; an 
appositiye genitiye going with !9Eßtn!e( ; Ihe happy nook {consisting) 
of fhis, etc. — 19. Sinnen ; a Low-German form which c^ime into 
High German in the 18th Century throngh the inflnence of the 
Westphalian linen trade. Ferhaps it is nsed here instead of the 
more common and more natural SetnlDanb, to ayoid the bad dactyl 
5?cintüQnb unb (bnt see Intr., p. xxi). 

4. 1. ^üiit, the (xffaxr ; the article is commonly omitted, eyen 
in prose, in this locntion. — 3. IBhI • • • • \^xi, how the youngster 
drives, th/mghl — 1 ftttt{ll(i6en ; a "diminntiye of affection," as in 
Tiütttvdjtn. That the coach is not small appears from what fol- 
lows. — 5. Sa^en Dttte. Büntzer sees in this remark an early 
intimation of the landlord's wish for a danghter-in-law. Bnt this 
constraction is hardly necessary. — 7. unter bem X^üXt, To 
nnderstand unter we mnst know that the %fjov is not onr "gate," 
opemng into a yard, nor yet our "door." The inn abuts directly 
on the market place. The Xljov is an arched passage, for men and 
horses, leading from the pnblic Square into the inner court of the 
inn, thence to its stables, gardens, etc.— 8. jnw; JU is regularly 
used on certain kinds of signs, meaning at " the sign of. " So later 
the SCpot^cfe juitt (gngcl, the "Angel" pharmacy.— 9. flttge^ Her» 
Ranbtge l^anSfran, ,,$erftänbtge $)aii«frau'' is a standing phrase 

inVos8*8 "Louise."— 11. iUVHanäitm®tfnanlii,usefidinmanyiDay8f 
a rare and rather unidiomatio phrase, equiyalent to gu mand^erlel 
. . . . gu gebrauten.— li. Beffere, pretty good. Throughout the 
poem we shall find the comparatiye frequently used to accommo- 
date the meter where the positiye with an adyerb would be more 
natural - nit IXUxifi^tn, in the way cf pülow-cases. —15, ba^ergeliu. 
!5)Q^er means here simply aiong, without ref erence to direction. — 
18. inbianifllien, S!ast Indian, Down to the latter part of the 18th 
Century inblanifci^ was applied to both *'lDdie6/' including also tho 
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American "IndiaiL" Then iitbif^ ^^bs eoined for "East Indian." 
Ai present inbianifc^ in the sense o£ **£ast Indian " is confined to 
a few phiaseB that have come down from the earlier nsage. The 
fabric allnded to is calico, Fiench Indienne. — 19. fttttxx; pro- 
noonce to rhyme with platoon. The form is due to the Datch 
Katoen, from Fiench coUm, which form, prononnced eoiöng, or 
with nasalized Towel, also ezists in German. — 26. @iiitMt; a 
long, loose overcoat. — fßtW^l moie correctly Relief (^e, from 
Folish bddesza, a fnr coat with cords and tasseis. — ^29. lio^ tiO|I, 
no doubt. ^o6^ tt)0^( is nsed in affirming something as probable in 
the face of possible doubts or objections. — 30. tlleR ; a possessiye 
dative eqmTalent to a genitive with ©d^u^c* 

0^* 3. aM^ re&rs back to the remark of the landlord. in 8, 11. 
td| . . . • «U| . . • • nHi, nor leUher.—S. §m ^i|Itr», in hearing 
äbotU U. — 8. %Tniit, ffrain. — 19. ttUiUtttti, renovaied; further on, 
26, 19, it is called ba9 neue. — ^20. Stx^tM ; Groethe seems to mean 
mercly that the merchant's caniage was a Landau ; bnt the yehides 
so called took their name, not from the fact that they were made at 
Landau (in Bayaria), but because the Emperor Joseph I. appeared 
in such a caniage at the siege of Landau in 1702 (Düntztf). 

0. 5. fi^ ; datiye.— 14. )iet»Uli|^ «^«^ «enfencc— 22. Mft|er ttm 
Süümnt, weü <m tovoard mahhood. Ct. note on beffere, 4, 14. — 
24. JBtrte • • • • bttrilitouigeM, perm^ed wUh ihe viortk; i. e., 
permeated with a sense of the worth. — 27. tststtt; the words 
immer, nur and auc^ in a subordinate sentence haye the force of 
Engl, "eyer" in "whoeyer," "wheneyer," etc. 

1. 6. Seidptfinn, buoyancy of spirU.—l. |eilfain, sahUary, a 
aäkUary infinence; to be taken adjectiyely with ber. — 9-10. nnr 
intntft tl0rlet|Og. On nur d note to 6» 27, the sense being "as 
Boon as eyer in anywise " ; on üorbeigog d note to blieben gnrücf ; 
8, 5—18. Madigem . . . erfairen, afier dU ihat Ihave experünced,— 
20-21. bie IBiefen aBtUirtl, adown the meadows.— 25. no4, siOl; 
though a good part of the fngitiyes had passed bef ore they reached 
the junction of the roads. — 28. einzeln, tn deiaU, in particular 
eases. 

S« 1' nur; see note 6, 27. tierbir^ is used in the sense of 

In ji(i^ birgt,! c, " contains."— 19. leinet ^ebratt^eS, of no use; 

an unidiomatio locution, suggested perhaps by the Latin and Greek 
'*genitiye of quality."— 28. ftlergeliaiften^ Qverloaded^ ä bold 
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poetio license for üBerpacf t^ since über in the sense of " to ezcess " 
forma inseparable componnds. 

O. 1. glttini4^ lucküy, without serious damagt, — 20. fil^teneil, 
indioative with Yotr as subject. The sense seems to be : we sent 
oxir mite, and thus eased onr minds of solicitude in the thonght 
that we had done our duty. — 28. ^VtAiSn^tti, trifte; a tippler*s 
diminutive, not to be taken literally any more than ^'drop/' 
"swallow" or "thimbleful" in English.— 29. ^teittttbttfttaiget/ 
wine of 1783 ; a particnlarly good vintage. 

lO. 1. f&tVMi ; an unidiomatic partitive genitive, perhaps in 
imitation of the French du vin, — 2. geflltitffenet/ of cfuJt glass. — 
3. ^ett eil^tett ^eil^fVlt ; the meaning is not that the wine is 
genuine Bhenish, which would go without saying, but that 
the fRöntet; English ** rummer," is the proper glass from which 
to drink Bhine wine.— 9. fdrbert' t^lt auf/ rallied kirn.— 10. 
Sfttfllt • • • • getrttltleilf doion wUh U quicJdy! In the words 
which follow the landlord asHumes that the apothecary's pensive- 
ness is due to a fear that their own city may soon be ravaged 
and themselves driven into exile like those whom he has 
just Seen. 

11« 1. föetllt ; "vf^ith a past tense, if it denotes time at all, iDenn 
means whenever, if aJtany (ime.— noilt metnettt ®e{ll(äft; connect 
with rci(cub, iraveling on my business, L e,, to stock my wine 
cellar. — ^raitf ftt, Frenchman ; the word being used for graitjofcn. 
— ^9. SRttiie . • • • Sffi^^^ll* ''^^ ^^® merely indicates how the 
prospect appeared to Goethe in 1796. As a matter of fact neither 
party to the war was yet yery "tired," and the struggle between 
France and Germany had onlyjust begun. — 15. etltfi^Illffeil, having 
eome to a decision. — 20. SRit ; ethical dative ; mir In htm $Qufc is 
about the same as **in my house." 

13« 1. tOOltlgelilbetf / weU huUt ; used here of the body, not, as 
usual, of the mind. 

13* 1. Dorl %fiüt,v>Uhout thegate; *'suburbs*' isin German ^ov* 

{labt.— 5. ^^neOer Ijif It iäi mxäi bran, I hM tnysdf to u (my er- 

rand) at a quicker pace. — 7. 8Bf gd, gen. of the way, ©trage being 
aoc. of the space passed oyer. - 13. fit leitete ; fte probably refers 
to ihegirL— 23. nnäi fonm, but 8caroely.—30, trgettb • . . . dnU 
lt%t\iäit9, anytfdng fhai can he dispensed wit^ in tfie way of linen,^ 

"" = etipa^t 
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14* 12. mit ^ml^tn, jouMy; a dat. pliL, not sing., as in auf 
(Srbem 

IS« 5u bdM ; obsenre that Hennann addiesses Dorothea ^th 
^u, she him with 3^t (13» 17). — 7. @ÜUI, ti»igJU, a common 
meaning of the -wotd in lüddle High Gezman. — 10. )iie ftaflen ; 
apparenüy an oTersight for ben haften, since there appears to have 
been bat one box (cf. L 14). — 27. §eMtfft, l>roctired ; äquivalent 
to angefc^afft. 

10. 7. mi^ iMt ^ie fte^e. Wilhelm von Hnmboldt objected 
to these words as ambignons» since one natoiaUy lepeats £eine^ 
tueged in reading. He proposed a semicolon after i^r, to be fol- 
lowed by idf table, or unb i(^ table« Whether Goethe accepted 
elther of these snggestions is not known, since the text was in 
piint before his ans wer to Hnmboldt*s letter arrived in Berlin. — 
29. 9lMl|If It« The müls, which often played the part of conntry 
restanrants, were a favorite place of resort for holiday pleasnre- 
seekers ; cl Fanst^ 810 : SBir aber küoKen nac^ ber SRfi^Ie küan« 
beni, and the langnage of Wilhelm Meister : @ie haaren !aum auf 
ber WlüiiXt angefommen unb Ratten ein Sffen befteUt. 

11. 3. ^iitmtn ber . • • • ü^tnit, hams cf the rkh harvest; 
a poetle license for '*bams filled with the rieh harvest." — 11. 
btf • • • • Ijttalfillt. Wagner quotes appositely the words of 
Terjiyson in Gnineyere: **The cold wind that forenins the 
mom."— 27. uitb • • • • %\iXt. Humboldt here proposed unb 
nlt^W War Dom Xicre gu fc^en, very decidedly an improvement. — 
31. Sied^ftt ; diminutiYe of @Ufabet^. 

18. 12. )itm n^itt t\t Vhitter, i. e., gu meinem $ater betne 
SWutter.— 22. ein itobllieil .... )iitbenf|l/ ^^e a giti in mind; 
to be nnderstood only as a general approval of the words of Her- 
mann in 16, 12-16, thongh from what foUows she may already 
snspect that her son has the emigrant girl in mind. 

19. 1. Ättet 9[»fang tfl fll^tlier. Elsewhere Goethe observes 
that it is more broadly tme tö say that ^tter Anfang tfl (eic^t.— 
15. feltf Itf ; i^ot that all gold-pieces were rare among the people, 
as Wagner seems to imply by his note. The phrase refers, as 
Hart explains, to the custom of putting aside rare or curions gold 
coins for presents. — ^25. Mttgfre^t^ unjusi, i. e., inclined to insist 
too mach on their own sole proprietorship, and hence soyereignty, 
\^ the houa^hold. 



ftO. 15. 110$/ si0, i, e,, after we had ceased to be ont-door 
playmates.— 23. ^anMiluht^tn, Clerks, büt :>büb(^en is oon- 
temptxiotis. — 24. Sä)l)l4tlt ; bere nsed of a light summer ooat.— 
28. impfÜnMÜ), irrüaUng,—dl. SRini^eit; dünintitive of äJltna 
from 2BlIt|c(mlna,— 32. alt Cflerit ; an tmusual expression for ^u 
0|lern, wbicb may bave been avoided bere on account of the pre- 
ceding ^ute^^t. 

SSI. 1. Itltr^ bardly translatable ; it means tbat tbe coat is 
Aever wom, but orüy bangs in tbe clotbes-press. — 3. jog • • • • 
lliftt, IdidrCt iahe ü to myself.—l, f^amttta^ Samtno; tbe lovers 
in Mozart's opera of tbe ** Magic Flute," wbicb was written in 1791 
and first produced at Weimar in 1794, so tbat it was all tbe rage at 
Ibe date of our poem,--!!. i§x\ a prononn of address. It is less 
polite tban 3^V, and less famüiar tban S)u wonld bave been. — 
19. 9Rtt )>tlt ^tttHtttt ; i' ^'1 witbont botbering to nse a comb, 
sncb being bis cbagrin. — 27. tio4 » ^^ neuHd^ it means evm 
laUHy. 

99. 3. Tbe constmction, bere mucb distorted for tbe meter's 
sake, would be in prose : ^13 bu nur gu ^fcrbcn unb gum 3C(fcr Sufl 
begci0tejl.-4. ein ßtte^t Hon, a mere hired sermnt.—22. Xxuüt, 
huzzy. — 27. {o ; Düntzer tbinks fo bas bere tbe sense of bafür, i. c, 
"inretnmforall tbat."— 28. fEiitt^ttbt^t^ntn, ireat (me) in tum, 
as I bave treated otbers. 

9S. 13. a{^ ein $il)/ as a mushroom; tt)ie ein ^ifj wotdd 
sonnd more natural.— 16. feinet lebenlligen fölrfung, his living 
activUy, i. e., tbe work be did wbile living. 

A4. 10. Sanmfal/ negligmce; now little used, ©oumfeUgfeit 
being preferred,— 15. üRannJ^eim, Hi glet^ . . • . geBttttt ifl. 
Mannbeim was destroyed by tbe Frencb in 1688, and eleven years 
later was rebiiilt on a very regulär plan, tbe streets crossing one 
anotber at rigbt angles anei, dividing tbe city into 112 Squares, 
(^(eid^ means, tben, everdy, uniforndy. — 26. Santett, buüding com- 
missvoner of tbe town Council. — 28. Unflalt^ design, prqject^ a sense 
now preferably expressed by SScranftaltung. 

SS5. 12. j|eglt4en {äffen genialeren/ let each take his eourse,' not 
in tbe sense of " do just as be pleases," but in tbat of '*follow bis 

bent."— 14. Btan^t = gebranfiftt uses.— 25. Detbienf e« ; tbis is 

tbe motber's tbougbt, not tbe poet's. — 30. ^fr Klten/ our fore^ 
fafhers ; not, as usual, tbe ancient Greeks or Bomans. 
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9B. 14. la^te = muvbe lai^eti, i. e., with lange fd^on, *'wotdd 

long ago have heen laughing." — 21. The front of the merohant's 
honse which faces the inn is laid off in panels (gelber), and these 
are decorated with arabesques (@c^norte() in stucco-work. — 22. 
Xaftllt; this would naturally mean simply ''panes," bnt as 
Sd^eiben is nsed further on, we mnst suppose Goethe had in mind 
the compartments of the sash into which the panes fit. — 28 ff. To 
nnderstand this description we mnst snppose that the bachelor 
apothecary has a honse and garden in the snborbs. In earlier 
days he had taken great pride in decorating the place in the 
tawdry, fantastio style of the rococo age, and in entertaining his 
friends there. But now populär taste has changed, no one cares 
any longer f or his old-f ashioned arrangements, and he himself, in 
his disgust, seldom goes out to the property, so that it has fallen 
into neglect. 

3Y. 2. mit geBIetlbetem tCttge, voUh deceived eye; the galetia 
(^leiglanj) and corals not being genuine, but a skillfully painted 
Imitation. — 4. im. ®aak/ i^ myparlor ; a receptdon room connected 
with the garden-house. The pictures referred to represented, to 
quote Wagner, "dressed-up ladies and gentlemen Walking about 
in a trim garden and daintily offering flowers with their taper- 
fingers." -8. fott {ttn; Hke our colloquial '*has got to be." — 
gtfflftlliafflloQ ; the apothecary seems to regard the word as a 
novelty, but it was by no means new in 1796. — 12. tuB fxtMtt 
^Ol) ; mahogany, apparently. —13. tB ; the old genitive which in 
time oame to be feit as an accusative. So, e. </., in t(^ bin ed fatt, 
Ihave enough of U, and other locutions. — 17. in ^iltlt; in is for 
in% i.e,, in ben. So in "Faust" 2428 and often in "Götz von 
Berlichingen." — 19. grftltUllftcit, gruesome, On Michael and the 
Dragon see Bevelations xii., 7 ff. 

38« 13. SBadjItttml ; here with concrete meaning = growmg 
thing^ plant— IS. gletlt; i ^> glei^ int ®e^en, as she voaUced 
(Hart).— fräfttg flro^enbeil, luxurianÜy swüing. 

90. 7. gttl befotllierer ®nilfl, as a special favor, viz., of the 
town authorities.— 9. Snrgeilietfler ; an older and histoiically 
better form than the more common ^ürgemtetflrr. — 10. ®rtlcit ; 
the moat that had f ormerly stood fall of water and encircled the 
oity as a means of defense. With the disuse of the old System of 
fortifications the moats of the German cities were filled up and are 
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now in many oases oonverted into parks or promenades. — 12. 
{teueren $fab0^ toi^ somevohat steep ascerU, Goethe first wrote beit 
fletleren ^]$fab, bnt ohanged this at Hnmboldt's Suggestion in order 
to preserve the *' splendid spondee " auf flieg. The phrase must be 
nnderstood as an adverbial genitive of manner. — ^^^A^ i absolute 
accusative.— 17. ®UttM tttib 8Rltd!atettev ; the names of choice 
varieties of table grapes.— 18. KÖtKA^loue; sc, Stauben. Ac- 
cording to Düntzer the ©utebel referred to is red, the iDludtateQer 
white. — 20. eittjeltte Stoffe/ Single vines not set out in arbors. 

30« 1. et {a0t' e0 i(t betitle wUhout teUing her, The ellipsis is 
to be explained thus : "He never went far away, or if he did he 
told her then." Wagner quotes by way of Illustration from 
Ctenesis xxxii. 26 ! ic^ (äffe bid^ nid^t, bu fegnefl mtd^ benn, I voiU not 
let ihee go except thou hlesa me, — 5. glei^fttttl/ c» voeU as the little gate 
through the city wall (29, 6).— 10. jtffetlt ; ^dter is the piece of 
ground devoted to a single crop. These are not separated by a 
hedge or fence, but only by a slightly raised fooi-path. — 11. ^ul« 
{ifaH; acousative of spaoe passed over with f^ritt 6inbur^. — 
26. felirte • • • • beti 9tüdtn, had his hack iumed, 

81. 7. bem ifl fein ^ni, for ber l^at fein $er), is a Latin rather 
than a Qerman form of expression. — im e|eme]t fBu\tn, in hia 
unfeeUng breast; a reminiscence apparently of Homer's ;^aX/ceov 
^Top, Iliad, B., 490, where, however, the adjective means strong, 
enduring, not apt to give ote^.— ^16. ben (ParÜetl • . • • neigen^ hoioing 
to med the sheaves^ i. e., bending in readiness for the harvest — 
24. fi^eitt bell Xot ni^t ; ^^ sense is that the multitude being so 
numerous it is not deterred in its oourse by individual fear of 
death.— 29. ent{4ltRlif|t ; ^at is to be supplied, unless Goethe 
meant to write entf(^utbigt\ 

33. 1. mär' i4 ni^t Keffer; an unidiomatic expression for 
tl^fit' iäi ntc6t beffer. Possibly Hart is right in regarding it as an 
Imitation of the Greek Sf/X6g eXfii instead of d^%6v eartv. — 10. 
raubeU/ carry aioat/.-— 13. Halb unb gletlt/ 50on and (fnfact) at once.— 
12. mir i|t befdjloffeil/ iJt is decided so far as lam concemed, lam 
resolved, 

33. 3. maifer unb Iran. Neiiher adjective means brave; both 
rather signify sturdyj manly, good, — 15. (otibeni/ discriminate, 
/udge.— 26-29. Hermann means that without unanimity on the 
part of the Germans, such as he has just been wieOiing for, 
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(32y 5 ff.) a Single man can do noüiing. If he goes io the 
front he only throws his life away. Nevertheless he asks his 
mother to let him go and waste his life, since it will be 
wasted in any case if he remains at home (withont the -wlfe 
of his choice). 

34. 1-2. Henfett trat immn butf Se^te. The sense is that 

men leap quickly to a conclnsion and then keep their minds fixed 
on tkat as a finality from which there is no escape.— 3. bte ^tll« 
lienit0; now nsnally bad $inbcrni8.— 9. f{f(; with ciitflürgcn.— 
19. bnnfeler ; not "dark" nop "obscnre" in the sense of "dimly 
remembered," bat rather unceriain. The child does not know 
what is best for him, bat gropes his way in the dark, or woold bat 
for his parents. — ^22. gerodjeit ; an archaism used metri gratia for 
gerächt.— 25. The text does not mean that the landlord ever wore 
his gandy cotton dressing-gown (cf. 4, 18 ff.) to chnrch ; it was 
when he appeared on the market-place in it that the glee of the 
small boys was excited.— 30. mit bltltbem Segtittieit, voUh blind 
actum, i. e., Uinäly. So ba9 ifl ein nörrifd^ed ^eginnen^ Uiat ia a 
siUy adion, a süly tkmg to do, 

. 35. 3. Bei fttt ; an onasoal form of expression for beim ^ai, 
or better im ^at, — 7. Hnmboldt foond this line obscure, and 
hoped that Goethe wonld change it. ^o^U^at in the sense of 
" kindness " is an acc. abs. to be translated as object of a supplied 
"having." (gltern depends on SBo^lt^at. S5on ^ergcn gu c^rcnbe, 
heartüy to be Jumored, voorthy of heartfeU respect. — 14. {o ff^öll • • • • 
f^lieletl ; eqnivalent to ftt^ ancinonber ft^Hegen, join an to one 
another, foüoio one another. — 18. ttil^t. In an exclamatory sentence 
nid^t is often used, when from the English point of view it seems 
pleonastic (cf. Fanst, 562): 2Bic fd^roer fmb nid^t bic Wlittti gu 
ertuerben, how fiard the means are to acquire, — 20. f^titftttttt^« By 
this one may anderstand the back part of the inn itself, or, with 
Wagner, a smaller hoase baut behind the inn and separate from 
it. —25. toeitige 8ttttllieit; to be taken with the Substantive 
©dftlaf— a very unusual construction. 

30. 11. bie falfi^e ; understand Tldhä^tn, the natural instead 
of the grammatioal gender belng given the preference (cf. below, 
L 17).— 12. {oH ift bit fogen, if I am to speak my thoughts.— 
32. <jfl|H(ll^e. The use of jegUd^ in the plural is uncommon, this 
being the only instance quoted by the Gximm dictionary. 
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80. d. gttnt tlieiligltett, ai leaat; am wenigften wotüd reverse 
the meaning.— 13. Witt', on this nse of aUtx, equivalent to ieber, 
of. mtx Einfang ifl Wwcr, 19, 1. 

40* 2. mir, in my eatimation, — 4t. ^fixnttU, sectsons; in 
imitation of Greek C>pai, * 

41, 2. fommeti; the old participle without ge«.— 8. if| tnU 
\i^itttn ; nnless ^at was avoided here od account of its occtming 
earlier in the line, the meaning wonld seem to be *'is resolved." 
Bxit entfc^teben in the adjective sense is nsed more naturally of 
things than of persons (cf. ift entf(i^teben, in 42» 10, and t)at 
cntfd^iebcn, in 41, 4).— 16. @ef4ilft; archaic for ©cfd^tcf, which 
was forbidden by the meter (cf. the nse of ©efc^äfte in Goethe's 
"Tasso,"!. 672). 

49, 4. tiettennet/ misjudget and so, disdain, — 18. ftaiftr 
9lltglt|tu0* ; Snetonius, in his Life of Angnstns, Ghap. 25, states 
that ^e emperor looked upon haste and rashness as pecnliarly 
nnbecoming a perf ect leader, and was therefore f ond of the say- 
ings : ' * Make haste slowly " ; " a snre leader is better than a bold 
one " ; and * * anything is done qnickly enough if it be well done. " — 
2*5. geflägelfftl föorten; & reminiscence of Homer's iTrea 
7rTep6£VTa.—20. |ie ifl ni^t Jeruelaitfett, sä« is no vagrcmi. 

43. 5. lilettU^f 9Rätinet/ flne ger^tlemm (in oontrast to bie 
^rme). The allnsion is to the French emigria, many of whom 
Goethe had himself seen and known. — ÜUnt^ \ here nsed, accord- 
ing to the Grimm dictionary, in its original etymological sense of 
' ' exile. "— 7. We may look on this line as an exaggeration dne to the 
speaker's excitement. Still, Lonis XYI. had aotually fled in dis- 
gnise from Paris in Jnne, 1791.— 23. tOCItlt f^ • • . • ^trgelit, vo?ien 
the fcUher hos to take it. 

44. 22. Kügemeffeit ; the meaning is that the length of the 
traces was carefuUy *'measnred off," i e., ''adjnsted" before they 
were fastened to the whiffletree (^age). — 23. bie • • . . Vftrlie ; 
equivalent to bic rafd^cn, fräftlgcn, leidet l^lnjlc^enbcn ^ferbc— 
31. Üergait mie Üefgtttiter; i- «•# he didn't check his horses in 
going np hill. 

45. 7. ^laüi^i^tahtn ; the sloping ground of the hillside had 
been **dugflat," i.e., "leveled" abont the spring.— 11. abft; not 
here an adversative, bnt a transitional particle having almost the 
force of "now."— 14. ail(t ; an unaccented andj is sometimes nsed 
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in the sense of "leally " (aee the nmneioiiB ezsmples in the Onmm 
dictionazy nnder avä^, 12). — ^90. 8tltal|» fo'i^^^f ^ i^*'^ o^ tooffU 
gebUbft, 12, 1. — 21. McÜcr; an i^positional genitiTe. The 
meaning is : "I will giye yoa the distinctiye iokau cf, L e.» eon- 
rä<tii9of,yiirmsAtt2 5y, hCriidyclothing.*'--22. fyt$, sUmaekar ; it 
iB Said U> be laoed, bat the meaning is, dofabtiess, Üiat the open- 
fronted "bodioe " (TÜthtt) is laced over it 

4Y. 3. tlitlirrtriiiUl. J^ard to gd akmg wUh.—!!. fi«, <o Un». 
«e(f, L e., in Ms oum eyes. — 19. tR; one wonld haye eipected 
toirb.— 23. SIrift • • • • metor ; the snbject of this, as of the £61- 
lowing yerbs, is bif 9lot, 

48. 5. gemruie, jn^one.— ^eMt^ltm; bere in the etymolog- 
ical sense of "happenings." — 12. fBsDcit SX^ %tWtXl thesmoke 
and fire of their bnming bomes. 

49. 5. &iftMHtt ; best taken as an adj. with ba9 fßittttt, 
'* We baye dronk tbe bitter dranght^ a dranght the moie terrible, 
becanse," etc.^14. ftf^ fcIlR gm Icleit, <o Kve imlo kimsdf, Tbe 
phrase is to be taken in the good sense : Eyeiy one hoped to 
escape all bondage to others and to be able to shape bis lif e freely 
in bis own interest. 

50. 1. Icner SRiniter; the men of '89, espedally Mirabean, 
Lafayette and Sieyes. — 6. Jbrtltf ; in the spring of 1792. — 8. btc 
ktü^Un fit ; bie refers to greunbfci^att.— 9. (ifcsftrit mit Smff, U)ok 
pleasure in planiing. The first Frenchmen to come were idealists, 
who took a real delight in showing their deyotion to freedom by 
erecting liberty-poles. "The cnstom of plantmg such 'trees of 
liberty/ " says Wagner, "was formaUy regolated by a deciee of 
the Convention, and spread all over France whereyer the Bepnb- 
lican anuies went. Poplars were at first nsed, bat oaks were 
af terwards sabstitated. They were hang with tricolored libbons, 
circles and triangles, as emblems of liberty and eqaality, and sor- 
moonted by a conical red cap, representing the püeuSf which in 
andent Boman days was placed on the head of a liberated slave, 
and thas became the recognized badge of freedom. The people 
nsed to dance aroond these trees and sing revolationary songs." — 
10. eigne Kfgteritltd ; the French promised to help their Oerman 
neighbors to poHtical liberty, or repräsentative govemment. — 
12. itene ^ttlültttf ; the tricolor flag of red, white and blae, in 
vertical stripes. — 13. ttütflBtCgeB^eil^ resisthss, aXirpnvailmg. 
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Theax enthnsiadm carried all before it. — 29. eilt t^tttV^M 
®t\äjlitÜiU This refers to the factional quarrels of the reVolntion- 
ists and to the excesses of the Paris Gommun^ under the leadership 
of Danton and Bobespierre. 

51« 2. ieforgt^ fearful, afraid, The sense is : The plon- 
derers seemed to have no other solicdtude than to take the last 
penny, so that nothing in the way of extortion shonld be left f or 
the fatore. — 8. bO)l)lf(t. One who expeots a more than ordiniury 
blessing, and then meets -with a more than ordinary calamity, is 
often Said in English as well as in Cterman to be ''doubly" 
disappointed. — 12. grol, ma^nanimous, ---IS-ld, Uf^tt • • • • |er» 
dOt/ hringa forth f rom its hiding-place in the heart to the light of 
day. 

54. 6. I^tt^l^e; the new-bom child mentioned in 13» 26. — 
19. gkldj ; with the inverted order gleid^ often has the force of 
«*thongh." 

55. 9. mag • • . • ni^tr do not like,— 15. mie bu t9 taüefl, 

<m what terms you are. — 28. t^tt föaifereit txnt, a girl of solid qucUU 
ties, SBadt er is nsed much like brau in 83» 3. 

50. 6. iH rüftig üeioretlr ^ strong by nature, has a good 
physique. So Goethe uses the phrase fetbfiifc^ geboren for sdfish by 
Tiature, 

5Y* 11* ftnafICf. A kind of smoking tobacco, so-called from 
the cane baskets (Spanish canasiro) in which it was imported from 
Venezuela. — ^26. bit, Hitherto the pastor has addressed Hermann 
with the more formal 3()r. 

58. 9. toenti totr nur fonimeti, if m just go (and ask her). 
The sense of the nur is : Do you think such a girl will foUow us 
fust for the asking? - 23. eingef plagen, dasped another's. 

50. 5. toarb • • • • ermätnet^ menUon loas made of ihe daugJUer, 
(Srtufi'^nen is also freely used, and was by Goethe, as a transitive 
verb.— 21. il||m^ aa to that. !S)ad iß nid^t fo meaxxB that is not so ^ 
bem i{l nic^t fo^ Uisnotsoasto thai. 

OO. 18. bU 3anbertefl no^. One of the Homeric reminiscences 
of thepoem. liistead of reciting in the third person that ''the 
warrior Patroclus did so and so," Homer occasionally puts the 
thought in the form, '*thou, O Patroclus, didst so and so" (see, 
for example, Iliad IT., 19). In Homer this form of expression is 
a device for evading metrical diffioulties, and as such it is freely 
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imitated by Voss and used three^ times by Goethe. — 30. Sat0tt« 
ünderstand that the pastor had been a trayeling tator to a yonng 
nobleman stndying s^ Strassburg. 

Ol. 2-3. t^aB mit ^(lajiereit .... Mi. Ab a student at 
strassburg Goethe had had occasion to notice the fondness of the 
people there for Walking in the'conntry. 

09» 1-5. ThiSy the only elaborated simüe in the poem, rests 
on an optical Observation of Goethe's that if one looks intently at 
the setting snn the impression is retained for a short time on the 
retina, so that the snn's image is seen wherever the eyes are 
tiimed. — fa§tf is & pret. subj. in a hypothetical relative sentence. 
It is best translated by the Eng. participle, '* Just as the traveler, 
fixinghis eye once more," etc.— 15. (einet SerlOttttlierteit^ to his 
astonished acquaintance. Such a use of the partidple after a pos- 
sessive is not idiomatic, but "Wagner quotes from Goethe. (Selb 
.... (Surcr (Entfernten gcbenf, he mindful of your distant friend, 

04. 4. billig. Hithertö Dorothea has addressed Hermann with 
3^r. — 11. Klier. It might seem as if fonbem were required on 
account of the preceding ntd^t; but the sense is ; Micfte ntd^t Siebe, 
Micfte aber t/eUen SScrflanb. 

05. 4. flottetttlie. Hermann's speech appears fluent enough, 
but we must ünderstand that he hesitates at the last, not wishing 
to say openly that he wishes Dorothea for a servant. It is to be 
noticed that she at once reassures him by retuming to the more 
"distant" pronoun of address. —25-26. The lines mean that the 
restoration of social order will be preceded by a period of greater 
distress than they have yet known. 

OO. 17. ttttl) füSeö ^ttlan^tn Ctötiff fle ; an adaptation, bor- 
rowed from Voss, of Homer's Kai fie y'kvKhg ifiepog alpelj II. S, 328. 
— 21. t^it dlet^tte ßafi, the more evenly hcUanced load. — 24. i%xtX, 
instead of feiner, foUows the natural gender of Söcib. 

OY. 31. ^äuerli^. The spring was a mineral spring, called 
in German Säuerling, ©aurling or ©ouerbrunncn (cf. the phrase 
tjon befonberer Äraft, 63, 2). 

OO. 3. )m ; cf. note to 60, 23.— 12. nur {o auf (Bind, quUe at ran- 
dom, you know. <So is thus used idiomatically in various phrases 
where its f orce is "in the way we know of, " or "as everybody knows. ** 
So the füll sengfe is here : "in that random, hap-hazard way famil- 
iär to everybody's exp^ärience." — 19. The poet seems to forget that 
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the Jnstice has not heard of Hermazm's lost sister. — {o {agtt ÜlOi^I 
cinf ^ ihu8 one wauld likdy aay ; an Imitation of the Homerio ode di 
Ti^ el7reaK€v, — ^26. ^thox^tn, provided for. — 31. Befahl/ commis-* 
sioned many greetingSy i. e., asked to be remembered to many wbo 
were not present at her leave-taking. 

YO« 6. ^tot^. Inqnisitive children are told in Germany that 
the new baby was brought by "the stork." The stork finds the 
baby floating in a deep pool. It is also a part of this nursery fic- 
tion that the baby brings the sweet things which are dispensed to 
the children in honor of the new arrival. — 7. ^tUttW, besides 
2)eute, the forms ^utte and !^üte are also nsed. It is the name 
given to a small, conical paper box (comncopia) containing 
sweetmeats. 

Tl. 12. ^0$ unll 9üib', an alliterative expression, meaning 
simply "house to live in," "shelter." The essential things in a 
bonse are the "roof" orerhead and the "room," formed by the 
walls aboiit one. 

79. 6. (o is explained by the clause with toenn.— 8. Gonstrue : 
grül^ unb fjjot ben %dtx unb fo (aud^) bcn Söcinbcrg beforgenb,— 
18. Sterine, polish of manner.— 22-23. tit \i^ntfittn ^d^tittt .... 
t^tttOpptlnt^. The adj. is proleptic, the sense being bie ©glitte 
Ocrbojjpclnb, fo boß fic fd^ncflcr Jüarcn, They double their speed 
on acconnt of the approaching storm. 

78* 2. liieltett • • • . ait^^ behaved polUely the day tkrough.— 
13. Slä^te; the allnsion is to the dark areas, "patches of 
night," as Wagner has it, occasioned by the clonds in the 
westem sky. 

T4. 1. gellQltetie^ reserved. Bnt the word^does not describe 
an habitual trait ; it refers to Hermann's restraint of bis feelings. — 
6. lotr; loe, because Dorothea wonld work with tbe harvesters. 

Y5« 5. ÜebettfliAe; hereabonteqnivalentto "superstitions." 
—11. {4(e4tev fBixt, had manager, 

77. 15. Brunnen . . . . ber ßinben. Cf. 45, 3 ff.— 22. Be^ 

ttnfiiH^in, serUms, 8olemn,—27, ^tltltlieit; acc. of "time," just as 
in fo ge^t ed ben gangen Xaq, 
T9. 19. im guten @inne, wUh good infenfion.-— 22. feinet S^tt 

in Ms day; adverbial genitive of time.— 28. OÜ et • • • • füjlt, 
wJiether he feds his oum dignity; ben eignen or feinen eignen i^ert 
fügten is mor^ usu^ 



